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EDITOR’S NOTE

f\ quarter of a year sure goes
, by fast! | hope that all of you

have been able to realize an excit-
ing time in adding to your collec-
tion over the last few months.

One of the highlights for me this
winter was our visit with Mike
Csorbay and Debbie Kinloch near
Hamilton, Ontario. This was our
first time to visit collectors outside

of the USA, and we had a wonder-
ful time of “show and tell.” We
were also pleased to come home
with their NIA membership appli-
cation filled out. (They had asked
us to bring one along.)

| was surprised at how many of
you thought the Swap Shop idea
was a good one, yet | received
relatively few items to be included
on the page. | am willing to give it
one more try. This time | will open

the submissions to email. How-
ever, | ask you strictly follow the
guidelines found in “The Swap
Shop.”

There is one other item | would
like to address. There are a lot of
people out there concerned about
the rising prices that collectors are
willing to pay for pieces (hence
price increases). | have discov-
ered an effective way to combat

(Continued on page 2)
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this! | am not sure what it is about
these pieces of glass that make
them so interesting, but | encour-
age those of us who are falling
short of being able to pay for ex-
pensive pieces to expand our hori-
zons by enjoying a study into the
different variants we can find
within most types of common in-
sulators. As an example, Jim
Sinsley has taken the task upon
himself of trying to find all of the
different embossing variants and
dome numbers of the

ties (respectively | call these the
'OX-top' and 'Double ought top'
varieties) seem to have the most
squared-off tops (which | like); and
| have yet to see any other mold
marks besides these and a '7' (I
thought | had a weird 'W' some-
where, but have been unable to
locate it). | have not yet had time
to catalog all of my pieces as well
as | would have liked but plan to in
the future. My personal goal (and
therefore an exciting variety to
look for) is to find an

OX-top in a cof-

CD147. He has been

i N\, fee-stain color.

conducting this study It makes the Although | own
for awhile now. While | collection of whatothers  |two  of  these
| was following his | consider common pieces |pjeces that have
work, it gave me a 1o be exciting. been classified
new level of excite- by some of the
ment whenever | was more knowl-

out hunting insulators as | tended
to pick up every CD147 | could
find just to see if | could report
something new to Jim.

Personally, | tend to favor the
CD162.1 Brookfield. | have no-
ticed differences in the mold mark-
ings and embossing that make it
exciting to look for these common
pieces whether in the field or at a
show. To date, | have a dark teal
blue one and a sage-ish green
one that | find no listing for in the
price guide (as far as the color
goes). Because of the crudeness
found in many of the Brookfield
pieces, | also keep a sharp eye
out for any inclusions/embossing
errors/ghosting/color-changing im-
purities. A few of the things | have
learned so far (so it seems at pre-
sent) is that a (Dome) 6 is not as
common of a mold number; the
(Dome) 'OX' or (Dome) '00' varie-

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

| wish | could report on numer-
A ous insulator happenings since

edgeable people as olive amber,
however | am looking for one in a
coffee stain color (I am not sure
whether this shade would listed as
‘olive amber’ or not. | feel it must
exist because | have seen several
CD152 Brookfields in the shade |
desire, have shards of a 162.1 in
this color, and since these
spemiens are both Brookfield
products, | speculate that, cer-
tainly, there must be a whole
162.1 out there somewhere (at
least | hope)!

Another, recent, study | have en-
gaged in (a joint effort with Chris
Renaudo), is trying to compile a
comprehensive listing what CD
145 Crown Embossed Brookfield
varieties have been made. We all
know John and Carol McDougald
have done a wonderful job in list-
ing different embossing styles, but
Chris and | are anxious to know

the December issue, but the truth
is that | have been more than a
littte preoccupied with personal
matters. The most significant of

how many different shop numbers
(the large number normally seen
on these pieces) are out there
which correlate to the different em-
bossing indices. So far we have
found that pieces with the same
shop number need not have the
same embossing, and that not all
shop numbers of same numeric
value are from the same molds.
Other facts are coming out, but
this will probably all be published
one way or another upon comple-
tion (?) of the study.

Why go to all of this effort? It is
fun for the sake of exploration. It
makes the collection of what oth-
ers consider common pieces to be
exciting. It breathes new life into
searching the $1.00 tables at
shows. The possibility of finding
something never before reported
is intriguing and, the cost is low.
As more and more people enter
the hobby, | personally feel these
things will be important. There are
only so many insulators to
spread around. Since people
have been collecting CD145
HGCO PETTICOAT beehives ac-
cording to mold numbers for
years, | personally think there is
value to a listing of what is avail-
able in other pieces.

When | asked one of my
friends, Paul Rosenberger, why he
liked to collect CD145 HGCO
PETTICOAT's by mold numbers,
he said something like, “Weel,
since the mold number does make
the piece different, you can easily
justify keeping more than one of
every piece!”

Happy Collecting to everyone!
Lee Brewer, NIA #6695
Information Director
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which was the arrival of Samuel
Michael Marks on January 27th!

(Continued on page 3)
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Quite an exciting time as well as a
never ending stream of well wish-
ing relatives the month after! Dad
is also coming to grips with the
long term effects of sleep deprava-
tion (he's an unwilling participant
of a cruel experiment that his son
is intent on carrying out). Kevin
Lawless tells me that in the 32
year history of the NIA, that this is
the first baby bomn to an officer of
the NIA while he/she was in office!
And, yes, | will confirm the rumors
that under my hospital scrubs, in
the delivery room, | was wearing
my NIA sweatshirt! | have the pic-
ture the anesthesiologist took to
prove it!

Over the past two months | have
been in contact with each of the
Board Members and Committee
Chairpersons and am pleased to
report that we are making sianifi-
cant progress toward achieving
each of the goals that were set
last summer. Here's a brief sum-
mary of my more significant dis-
cussions:

1. | have been working with By-
Laws Chairman Bill Rohde on an
effort to finalize and print up a new

batch of NIA Handbooks. We are
hoping to complete this project
within the next month.

2. | have been in contact with the
Regional VPs (Tom Katonak, Ed
Peters and Ken Willick) on the
topic of providing better communi-
cation between the NIA Board and
the Regional and National Show
Hosts.

3. Membership Director Joe Beres
and | had a discussion regarding
the status of membership renew-
als which was subsequently
brought to the Board's attention.

4. Past President Kevin Lawless
and Awards and Recognition
Chairperson Sandy Ellison and |
have had a discussion regarding
the development of awards for
past hosts of NIA National Shows.

5. At my request Bob Stahr, our
Executive Secretary, has com-
menced the process for evaluating
bids for the 2002 National.

6. Nominations Chairperson Jack
Roach and Promotion and Educa-
tion Chairperson Bob Berry have
been working toward the creation

of on-line voting in NIA elections.
Bob has also made some great
changes to our website. We are
also hoping to implement a proc-
ess for on-line membership renew-
als.

Melanie, Samuel and | have made
our reservations for the National in
Atlanta, and | would encourage
you to do the same immediately if
you have not done so already.
This is going to be a fantastic
show that you won't want to miss!
The same goes for the two Re-
gionals which are also shaping-up
to be impressive this year. Best of
luck to you on your Spring insula-
tor hunts!

Steve Marks, NIA# 4951
NIA President
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Executive Secretary Report

1 t's time for the shows to start
L up again. In fact, just yesterday
| attended our club swap meet at
John & Carol McDougald's house.
The calendar looks pretty busy
this year. But before we get too far
along, the NIA Board has to look
ahead to next year already. We
currently have a solid bid for the
National with anticipation of an-
other bid by the time the Board
votes in April. As for the 2002 Re-
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gionals, we are still soliciting bids
for the Eastern & Central. Please
contact your Regional VP if you
are interested in submitting a bid.

The NIA Board does not have any
pending legislation or Bylaws
changes since the last report |
submitted. We are currently look-
ing at reprinting the revised NIA
Handbook, so if you have any is-
sues you would like to see
changed, let us know before print-

ing.

e e e S

T T O, O T O T
RN U RN RN ™

| should be showing up at a num-
ber of shows this year including
the Collectors Jubilee at Wheaton,
IL; the NIA National in Atlanta, GA;
the Huron Valley show in Ann Ar-
bor, MI; the NIA Central Regional
in Sandusky, OH; and the Mid
Ohio show in Washington Court-
house, OH, as well as a few bottle
shows & swap meets. I'll see you
soon!

Bob Stahr, NIA# 4186
NIA Executive Secretary
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FROM THE FIRST PAST
PRESIDENT

¥ t's been a while since you've
1 heard from me. My unfortunate
car accident 3 weeks after the
Bloomington National put a crimp
in my schedule and slowed me
down for a while. And that is why |
missed the last two Drip Points.

Since | have been fairly inactive in
the hobby over the last six
months, I've been able to look at
things from a different perspective.
As an active participant in the
hobby (setting up and displaying
at 10-12 shows per year, perform-

clubs is testament to that fact. The
shows are also smaller than be-
fore, and that is due to the fact
that there are fewer “dealers and
sellers” than before, and their
available merchandise is not as
widespread and varied as before.
There are far more “mint freaks”
than before, too. What there aren’t
more of are insulators. They have-
n't been made in substantial quan-
tities in some 50 years and the
majority of the more desirable
pieces are all more than 100 years
old now. Since fewer and fewer
new pieces are being discovered
at digs and climbs, the pieces we
have available are all being recy-

ing show hosting

duties, various
club duties in the
National Insulator

Association, Capi-
tal Region Antique

If...you want it and
can afford it -- go ahead
and acquire it!

cled — from other
kcollectors. That
means prices will
still continue to rise.

As demand peaks
(and, despite a dip

Bottle & Insulator
Club and Yankee Pole Cat Insula-
tor Club), | have been able to ob-
serve the inner workings of the
hobby at close range, and the
hobby has experienced very
healthy growth over the past 15
years or so. There have certainly
never been so many collectors as
there are now. The fact that there
are more shows and swaps and
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From the Eastern Region
Vice President

{ reetings and a Happy New
_J Year to collectors every-
where.

As usual, I'm looking forward to
springtime and a chance to get out
and do some searching for insula-
tors. I've got a few areas picked
out for “expeditions” this year. If |
can just find the time to go, I'll be
all set.

While I'm on the subject of search-

in the economy,
there appears to be no evidence
of that happening soon), prices will
too. In the meantime, expect to
pay dearly for the choicest insula-
tors.

Is there a way to keep my expen-
ditures at bay? Yes!!! Be patient!!!
There are very few one of a kind
pieces, and the odds are you and |

ing for insulators, I'd like to stress
the importance of keeping some
sort of records. Whether you're a
new collector or an “old pro,” |
think its a good idea to camy
some sort of small journal or note-
book with you. It doesn’'t matter if
you're out antiquing, flea market-
ing, walking the lines, or at a show
or swap meet, a place to take
notes can come in handy! Found
a good piece in an antique shop?
Who sold it? Where did it come
from? Even if no information is
available, chances are the insula-
tor is from somewhere in that

can't afford them anyway! If some-
thing comes your way, and you
want it and you can afford it — go
ahead and acquire it! If it seems
like too much money — it probably
is! It will come along later anyway,
so — be patient! Be especially pru-
dent when buying on ebay. The
vast majority of insulators for sale
there are being sold by insulator
novices, antique dealers and the
like — and they wouldn’t know ox-
blood from brown porcelain or co-
balt blue from light blue aqua. The
rule of thumb is — use your head,
not your heart, and you will stay
out of trouble. Remember, this is a
hobby!

That’s all for the editorial. Thanks
to all of you who sent their kind
words and thoughts when | was on
the shelf last fall. You will see me
at the Yankee Pole Cat Insulator
Club Show in Enfield, Connecticut
in March and at the National in At-
lanta in July. Until then, please re-
member to support your local
show, your local club, your fellow
collector. Enjoy our hobby!

Good collecting,

Kevin F. Lawless, NIA# 1679
First Past President

area. Are (or were) there any tele-
phone lines or railroads in the
area? Did another similar piece
come from a nearby town? By re-
cording any information you have,
no matter how slight, you will have
a ready reference that may help
you put 2 and 2 together even
years later.

When walking the lines, you may
want to check for pole date nails to
determine ages of poles, types of
insulators found (if any), location
and miles walked, etc. You can

(Continued on page 5)
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also keep track of wildlife observed,
flowers, fossil beds, farm dumps,
birds, fishing holes, just

about anything that is of interest to
you.

A journal can also come in handy
for sketches or drawings. | have
the hardest time remembering pole
spacings on the different lines I've
been on. If you had, for example, a
page marked “Erie Railroad, Glass-
pile, NY” with a sketch showing
pole spacing and distance from
tracks, you’ll have a good idea
where to start on other sections of
this line.

If you're the artistic type, thumbnail wire lines have come down or just
sketches of just about anything can totally disappeared, it's hard for

be added to your joumal.

If what- new collectors to visualize just what

ever you draw always turns out it was like.

looking like a
1% grade stick
figure, a cam-
era might be
the answer.
Even the new

It’s a good idea to i; Remember, a journal of

carry some sort of small
journal...with you.

your collecting days is
something for you to add
to and enjoy for the rest
of your life — filled with the

disposables

places you've been, peo-

take a decent picture. Now, I'm not ple you’ve met, insulators you've
advocating carrying around a photo found, memories and experiences
album, but you could reference you've had — truly a great collec-
photos of importance in the margin tion!

or with footnotes. Sometimes a
picture speaks a thousand words.

With the way our world is changing,

| hope to see you at a show or
swapmeet later this year.

A quick map of an old dump or I'm just sorry | didn't keep better Good collecting,
prime spot can help you find it track of my experiences in my early Ken Willick, NIA# 3709
days of collecting. So many open Eastern Region Vice President

again even years later.

FROM THE WESTERN REGION

\/Vell, this winter is sure a far
Y ¥ cry different than the past
couple down here in the desert
southwest! In fact, it's been so
wintry that | gave up insulator
hunting and went back to skiing!
It's not as snowy as the winter of
‘82, when | skied up to poles on
Rabbit Ears Pass in northern
Colorado and picked green Am-
Tels off the cross-arms, but it is
pretty white in the mountains!

As just about everyone knows, if
you really want to collect insula-
tors in the wintertime, you go
south. And that's just what we did
this past weekend. Lynda and |
drove down to the world-
renowned Tucson Gem and Min-
eral Show (just awesome!) last
week, and continued the joumey
out to Yuma Arizona to attend the
Yuma Tailgater. Not a cloud in
the sky and the temperatures hov-
ered in the mid-sixties! First time
I've had a pair of shorts on in

three months! As | came up over
the lip of the hill overlooking the
tailgater site at the Yuma Territo-
rial Prison Park, | was just as-
tounded! The parking lot was full
of cars and there were tables of
glass spotted just everywhere!
When | got down the hill and fi-
nally found a place to park, | got
out and counted over 50 people
busily “dealing glass” Boy was |
impressed! The “California
Crowd” was there, and the “New
Mexico contingent” too, of course.
And...a great showing from Ore-
gon’s Jefferson State Insulator
Club. | was impressed to meet
folks from Canada and Minne-
sota — but they were “wintering” in
Yuma, so they didn’'t have a long
drive to get to the tailgater. | don't
know what the final people count
was, but | lost track. Some really
great glass changed hands: | saw
a CD 109.5 Harloe, amber and
blue CD 106 Ericssons, and vari-
ous colored E C & Ms to name a
few. Late in the afternoon, a
group of ten “find ‘em in the wild”
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stalwarts participated in a field trip
to the old 1870s telegraph line
that ran from San Diego to Phoe-
nix. Lynda Katonak found the
right spot and before long we
were uncovering E C & M
“kitsulators” from the rocky terrain
east of Yuma. No, no whole ones,
but great finds none-the-less. Ku-
dos to the Grand Canyon State
Insulator Club for sponsoring the
fine event!

Speaking of past events, I've had
many glowing reports on the out-
standing 12th Annual Emerald
City Potluck and Swapmeet at the
home of Win and Bonnie True-
blood. More than 60 people at-
tended this action-packed event...
and I'm sorry | couldn’t make it.
From what I've heard, there were
some sterling trades that took
place at this happening!

Well, enough about the past
events. By the time you are read-
ing this, spring will be well on its

(Continued on page 6)
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way and the planning for the insu-
lator outings in full swing. Here in
the west, there are a number of
great events on the docket.

March 9-10 in Chico, California:
Chico Bottle & Insulator Club show
at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds.
Call Randy Taylor, evenings, (530)
345-0519 if you need more info on
this two-day event.

March 17 in Richland Washington:
the 2™ Annual CBICO “its Almost
Spring” Insulator Swap Meet at the
home of Paul and Cheryl Ziemer.
Call Paul for details, (509) 627-
4570 (or email insl8rs(@aol.com).

March 23-24 in Morro Bay, Califor-
nia: San Luis Obispo Bottle and
Insulator Club’s 32™ Annual Show
and Sale at the Veteran’'s Hall.
Richard Tartaglia has additional
information, call (805) 543-7484.

HISTORIAN’S NOTE

The Best Books in the Hobby
AL Ithough still far from complete

A (hint, hint), the NIA archives
contain an extensive collection of
books. The opportunity to read
these has given me the opportu-
nity to form an opinion about the
best books in the hobby. Here are
my top 5 choices in order starting
from the best. I'm basing my deci-
sion on readability of the book and
value of the information in it. |If
you disagree, | know Lee Brewer
would be pleased to consider your
choices for the next issue of the
Drip Points.

#1. Porcelain Insulators and How
They Grew by Brent Mills is the
kind of book every hobby wishes it
had. Written by a president of the
Lapp Insulator Company, Mills had

May 4-5 is the Washington Bottle
Collectors Show in Enumclaw,
Washington. This new event will
be held at the King County Fair-

Francisco insulators is a “must” for
you insulator hobby history buffs
and is the second serious re-
search effort on the part of Mr.

ground. More informa-

tion forthcoming.

June 2-3 are the dates
for the 2001 NIA West-
ern_Regional Show in

Medford Oregon. The

Jefferson State Insulator Club will
host this premier event. (See
separate write-up in this issue for
details)

By the way, did you know that the
www.insulators.com website has an
updated list of all the shows?

Finally, congratulations are in or-
der to Fred Padgett and the late
Walter P. Ruedrich on getting their
new book Wood Amongst the
Wires — The Temporary Solution
out on the market. This remark-
able reference on the wooden San

personal, long-term contact with
the people in the industry, access
to the corporate files of Lapp, and
time to write the book since he
was retired when he worked on it.
Most collectors probably haven't
read it because it is mainly about
"mud" but there is a chapter on
Cormning Pyrex.

#2. Fred M. Locke: A Biography
by Elton N. Gish. Yike! Two por-
celain books holding the top two
positions!  If you read Gerald
Brown's history of Fred M. Locke
and then read this, you'll know
what I'm talking about. The re-
search is phenomenal and the
writing is well argued. Excellent
photographs, interviews with rela-
tives, references to court docu-
ments, and more were spun into
an informative work that | continu-
ally consult.

Padgett.

...there are a number 'l;hanks fro'm all
of great events on the of us, Fred!

e Well, that's it

for the spring

report. I'm

looking forward to seeing you at
the shows and the hunts. Give me
a call if you've got any thoughts,
ideas or concemns regarding hap-
penings in the Western Region.
I'm always looking for input!

Regards,

Tom Katonak, NIA #3567
Western Region Vice President
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#3. Dreams of Glass: The
Story of William MclLaughlin and
His Glass Company by Fred
Padgett. Another excellent work
including interviews with relatives,
wonderful photographs, a compre-
hensive listing of insulators made
by McLaughlin in an easy to read
writing style.

#4. Insulators: A History and
Guide to North American Glass
Pintype Insulators by John and
Carol McDougald. I'm not refer-
ring to the price guide or Volume 2
but to Volume 1 which gives the
history of the companies. | own
two copies of this book (office and
home copies) because you can't
find this information easily any-
where else. This would be the first
book | would tell a new collector to
buy.

(Continued on page 7)



 |SPRING 2001

DRIP POINTS * V28 # 2

PAGE 7

Continued from page 6)

#5. A History of the Electrical Por-
celain Industry in the United States
by Jack Tod. Jack was very thor-
ough in his research and this is the
best illustration of that. There were
hundreds of companies making
electrical porcelain and when |
come across some unusual piece
with any kind of marking, this is the
book | read to find out something
about what | have.

Rick Soller, NIA # 2958
Historian
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The Swap Shop

W: CD 104 1871 PAT.

T: Olive Hem. No. 19 SDP

C: Jack Snyder, NIA# 241
W:CD121 A007/Calif, smoke
W:CD121 AQ07/Calif, steel blue
T: CD121 WGM Co royal purple
T: CD121 Canada - royal purple
C: Colin Jung, NIA# 7055
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* W-CD 190/191 <> Royal Purple
* W-CD 190/191 <> Lt Purple

C: Larry Rogers, NIA# 7177

W: Sixth National Convention,
San Diego, July 11-13, 1975,
Red Amberina-Carnival

C: Clinton Arsenault, NIA#6313

X200 2 0 2 06 06 4 5 %

From the Nominations Chair

{ ‘reetings from the warm
\ T Texas Hill Country.  The
February 1 date for indicating the
desire to run for the Eastern Re-
gion Vice President has come
and gone with only one applicant.
Therefore, we will not be able to
test out all those punched card
election machines that we picked
up in Florida out of a trash heap.
Well maybe next year.

W: Third National Meet, Kansas
City, MO, July 1-2, 1972"Gibson"
on dome, Cobalt blue carnival

C: Shelli Arsenault, NIA# 6319

W:CD143G.N.W.any purple
T: All sorts of possiblities
C: Karry Lavendoski, NIA#1431

W: 162.1 Brookfield, olive amber
C: Lee Brewer, NIA# 6695

"W:' means 'wanted'

'T:' means an insulator you have up for
trade - not necessarily for your wanted
piece - this is just an extra piece you
have to offer anyone who wants to trade.
"C:' stands for "Contact" and is to be the
name and NIA number of the person
who submitted this entry.

Seriously, thanks to Bob Berry,
we do have on line voting ready
for the next election. This func-
tion will reside on the NIA Home
Page.

Jack Roach, NIA# 4156
Nominations Chairman

Please note the following stipulations:

1. The definition of "entry” is when you
mail me a list of either 0, 1, or 2 items
for the W: category and/or 0, 1, or 2
items in the T: category.

2. Anyone wishing to participatc must
be an NIA member in good standing.

3. No money is to be mentioned! If the
trading partners wish to have a monetary
business dealing, then they can do this
personally with anyone who contacts
them privately.

4. Entrants realize Drip Points is just the
medium for making a contact and there-
fore assume full responsibility for the
outcome of any/all exchanges they par-
ticipate in. The NIA can in no way be
held responsible for adverse situations
which might arise from the use of the
NIA SWAPSHOP

5. Entries are to be in on the 10™ of the
month before the next scheduled Drip
Points is to be mailed (February 10. May
10, August 10. November 10).

6. One entry (see #1) per issue please.

7. Entries may be sent via e-mail or
snail mail.
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CENTRAL REGION SHOW
UPDATE

| ‘he Western Reserve Insulator

A Club cordially Invites you to
The National Insulator Association
2001 Central Regional Show and
Sale in Sandusky, Ohio Septem-
ber 8 & 9, 2001

We have negotiated a block of

rooms at the Holiday Inn of San-
dusky, and special rates are avail-
able to all those that make reser-
vations for the show. Best of all,
the special rates are in place from
the Tuesday prior to the show
through Sunday, September 9.
The special NIA Show rate is
$89.00 plus tax per room per night
for single, double, triple, or quad
occupancy. Please call the Holi-

day Inn of Sandusky: (419)626-
6671, or 1(800)HOLIDAY to re-
serve with a major credit card.
To receive the special group rate
make your reservations prior to
August 14 and specify that you
are calling to reserve your rooms
for the NATIONAL INSULATOR
ASSOCIATION 2001 CENTRAL
REGIONAL.

(Continued on pace &
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The award banquet will feature a
‘buffet style’ dinner. Cost is $24
per person in advance, and $10
for children between 3 and 6 years
of age.

Show Hours: Saturday, 9:00AM to
4:00 PM with banquet at 7:00 PM
Sunday, 9:00AM to 3:00PM

WESTERN REGION SHOW
UPDATE

{ n October 1999, the Jefferson
A State Insulator Club was formed
in Medford, Oregon. It's hard to
believe that just one year later
JSIC would find itself hosting the
westem regional show! In that
same year, club membership blos-
somed from 10 charter members
to 37 enthusiastic collectors.
Shortly after JSIC's inception, we
were saddened to learmn that Vi
Brown would retire after many
years of hosting the annual insula-
tor show in Enumclaw, Washing-
ton. The Enumclaw show was the
premier insulator event in the
northwest. Collectors looked for-
ward to it all year. While lament-
ing this loss at Howard Bank's
1999 southern Oregon summer
swap, we did the unthinkable...we
decided to submit a bid to host the
NIA 2001 Western Regional, and
fill the void left after Vi's well de-
served and praiseworthy retire-
ment.

Since that fateful day, a core
group of JSIC club members have
conspired to put together a West-
ern Regional to be proud of. After
carefully scouting the area, JSIC
chose the Medford National Guard
Armory for the event. This facility
is tailor made for an insulator
show. The huge auditorium will
easily house 100 sales tables,

Make sure to check out the June
issue of Drip Points for more de-
tails especially concerning other
places to visit near Sandusky.

The show is being sponsored by
the Western Reserve Insulator
Club with your show hosts being
the officers of the club: John
Hovanec, Scott Stacek, and Ron
Barth. Information pertaining to

plus many displays. A sunny,
west-facing window spans an en-
tire wall of the building. The inte-
rior is all white...and the glass will
shine! There is ample RV parking,
restaurants, and two top-notch ho-
tels all within a few hundred feet of
the sales floor.

There are few finer landscapes
than Southern Oregon in June.
Crater Lake National Park, the
California Redwoods, the Oregon
coast, high desert, Cascade and
Siskiyou Mountains are all within a
few hours from the show. Medford
is easily accessible by car via In-
terstate 5. Major airlines also
serve the Medford Intermnational
Airport, only five miles from the
show. Suffice to say that we are
proud and honored to host our first
major show in such a beautiful
part of the world.

Extensive preparation is going into
this show. In the tradition of
Enumclaw, insulator go-withs, an-
tique bottles, railroadania, antique
telephones, and other table-top
collectibles will be welcome. We
hope to make this a successful
show that may become an annual
event with broad appeal. We will
be advertising locally, encouraging
the local natives to drag insulators
out of their sheds, barns, and ga-
rages for appraisal a la “Antiques
Road Show.” Dealers will have an
opportunity to buy any “sleeper

Dealer Table, Exhibitor Table, and
Banquet Reservations are found in
the Show Packet. To request a
Show Packet, please contact me.

John Hovanec, NiA# 6552
Western Reserve Insulator Club,
P.O. 33661, North Roylaton, OH
44133. (440) 237-2242

Email: dj4fun@now-online.com or
wric@clubs.insulators.com

NIA NIA NIA NJA NIA NIA NIA NJA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NTA NIA NIA NTA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NJA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA

glass” that walks in the door. We
also plan a fine raffle that will in-
clude two ‘“instant collections” of
California and McLaughlin insula-
tors, an EC&M insulator, books,
and more! Who knows what addi-
tional items we’ll come up with be-
tween now and June?

Much credit is due to Bill
Ostrander, the JSIC webmaster.
To ensure that the 2001 Western
Regional is a success, Bill has
crafted a cutting edge website.
Folks can download a customized
show packet, plan a southem Ore-
gon vacation, make hotel reserva-
tions (dealer discounts have been
arranged), and even pick out a
specific sales table from our online
sales floor map!

For those who are not online, we
have a toli-free number to call for
a show packet. The Jefferson
State Insulator Club is proud to
host the 2001 Western Regional.
We hope to see your there!

e e e e e e e ok vl e e o e el e e e vk e e e e e e

Official JSIC 2001 Western Re-
gional Website: http://www.
insulators.com/clubs/jsic/wr/

Toll-free number to request a
show packet: 1-800-652-8475 ac-
cess code “zero-zero”

... or write for a show packet:
Howard Banks, 1560 Hugo Rd.,
Merlin OR 97532
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Dudley and Sandy Ellis and the Dixie Jewels Insulator Club
Host for your 32" NIA Convention Show and Sale

We are moving right along with the planning of your NIA Convention for 2001, scheduled for July 5-8,
2001, at the Renaissance Concourse Hotel at the Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport.
Teams have been formed to plan the various activities of the show to provide you a well-organized event.

We have sold 104 sales tables. Doug Williams reports that
he has contracts on 13 displays with more promised.
Glenn Drummond has developed a seminar on the Hemingray Dump
using several speakers, videos, and slides.
Jacque Linscott has started developing the Show Directory.
Business card ads are $10, half-page ads are $30, full page $50, and two pages for $80.
Get your ads and money in today.

Scott Pahl is busy collecting raffle items. If you would like to donate your club’s annual membership,
a patch, a book, insulators, or other related items to the raffle, please contact Scott at 910-842-9194.
We need you support. One of the top prizes will be a 40"x 40" insulator wall quilt.

The Hotel advises that we have a little over 100 room nights sold for the Convention so far.
Don’t deiay! Reservations can be made by calling the hotel's nationai number 1-888-391-8724
or the local number at 1-404-209-9939. Remember that they have free shuttle service from the

airport to the hotel. Also see www.renaissancehotels.com on the Net.

The banquet will feature a southem hickory smoked pork loin with salad and vegetables,
capped off with southern pecan pie. Yum! Yum! Please go ahead and get your money into
me for the banquet. The cost is $26 for adults and $13 for children 10 years old and younger.
Special dietary needs will be met.

Delta will be the show airline. | will post the information on the NIA Web page
and in the Crown Jewels of the Wire as soon as it is available.
| am working with Avis for special rates also.

The Atlanta Braves will be in town on Thursday night, July 5, 2001.
Decent seats cost close to $31. | am trying to get up a group of insulator folks to go to the game.
Let me know quickly if you want me to get you tickets with the group.

The Advertising Team is busy putting together advertisement packets to send to the antique
newspapers. They also are developing a special campaign to get insulators
out of the farmer’s bams and to the show.

For more information or a show packet contact Dudley Ellis by mail at 131 Plantation Way,
Stockbridge, Georgia 30281; by phone at 770-957-9928; or by e-mail at pony102@aol.com.

Y’all come join the fun in Atlanta!!
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ICON
Insulator Collectors on the Net

| t has been awhile since | have
A written here about ICON, so |
decided it was time for an update!
But, | felt a history lesson would
be interesting too...

What is ICON?

ICON stands for Insulator Collec-
tors On the Net, and is a registry
of over 1100 member families that
have an interest in insulators and
have Internet access. Nearly 1000
of these people also get the daily
‘ICON email” — a newsletter of
sorts. ICON is also associated
with the web site www.insulators.
com.

What ICON is NOT:

ICON is not associated with the
NIA or Crown Jewels of the Wire.
It is an independent entity run and
privately financed by Bill and Jill
Meier with contributions from
ICON members.

The History of ICON:

ICON first evolved from a few col-
lectors who had email access in
the 1994 time frame. Past Drp
Points editor Tom Katonak re-
ported in late 1993 and early 1994
that he had received some email
submissions of DP articles. In
early 1994 Keith Roloson began
maintaining a central list of email
addresses of collectors. Near the
end of 1994, Keith reported his list
had 14 members. By March 1995,
the list had 40 names and manag-
ing it by hand was getting to be a
chore.

In March 1995, Don Lundell, an-
other collector with computer ac-
cess, offered to take over the mail-
ing list and put it on an automated
mailing list server. This was a big
breakthrough because it meant

collectors could send to one ad-
dress insulators@resilience.
com and have their message
broadcast to all other collectors on
the list. By November 1995, the
list contained 100 members.

We never had a good name for
the mailing list; it was just referred
to as the ‘“insulators mailing list.”
Soin September 1995, we had a
“name the list” contest, and after
some furious brainstorming, the
name ICON (Insulator Collectors
On the Net) was chosen. Bob
Stahr submitted the winning name.

In August 1996, the mailing list ad-
dress was changed to insula-
tors@lists.best.com, and the
number of subscribers grew rap-
idly.

In February 2000, it was recog-
nized that some people wanted to
be registered on ICON, but not be
on the mailing list so this was
made an option. However, over
90% of the members still stayed
on the mailing list.

Finally, in March 2000, the ad-
dress of the mailing list became
icon@insulators.com, truly re-
flecting the nature of the mailing
list!

In May 2000, an historic milestone
was reached. The ICON mailing
list topped 1000 member families,
significantly exceeding the number
of NIA member families. ICON
was here to stay and to become a
significant force in the insulator
hobby!

The Insulators Web Site:

Another technology that was
evolving as more collectors had
internet email access was the infa-
mous “World Wide Web” (WWW).
The WWW allowed placement of
text and photographs on various

computers around the world and
allowed for anyone with a Web
Browser to access this informa-
tion.

In April 1995, Don Lundell started
a basic web page about insulators
at www.resilience.com/
insulators -- this was the “birth” of
the insulators web site. At this
time, | got very excited about this
new technology and took over as
“Webmaster” in May 1995.

Interest in this web site was build-
ing so | knew it was appropriate
that the web site have its own do-
main name. In January 1996, the
domain insulators.com was bom,
and the insulators web site was
permanently moved to www.
insulators.com.

To this day, www.insulators.com
remains the largest, most com-
plete web site about glass and
porcelain insulators on the Web.
Dozens of smaller sites highlight-
ing other people’s personal collec-
tions and insulator experiences
have also sprung up.

Related Web Sites:

The insulators web site contained
information about the NIA and
Crown Jewels of the Wire from the
very start. In early 1997, Carol
McDougald started www.
crownjewelsofthewire.com as a
web site specifically for the maga-
zine and other related material,
such as book listings and the price
guide. In October 1998, the NIA
information was moved to www.
nia.org, and Bob Berry, the NIA’s
Promotion & Education chairman,
took over as Webmaster.

What
com?
This is a hard question! There are

is on www.insulators.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

over 1,500 pages of material on
the web site. To truly appreciate it,
you just have to visit www.
insulators.com! Here is a list of
some of my favorite material -- in
no specific order:

Hundreds of color photographs of
rare and colorful American and
foreign glass insulators as well as
porcelain insulators and other re-
lated “go-withs.”

The most complete insulator and
bottle show calendar anywhere;
searchable by location or by date.
The “Show Finder!” can answer
such queries as “Find all shows in
the next three months within 500
miles of me.”

Books on-line, including Modern
Practice of the Electric Telegraph -
by Frank L. Pope, 1871 and the

MEMBERSHIP STATS
Information supplied by

Joe Beres, NIA# 563
Membership Director
compiled by Lee Brewer, editor

1 “here are currently 546 families

1 represented by membership in
the NIA. The majority of the 16 for-
eign members are from Canada.
Many renewal forms have not been
returned yet which accounts for the
current low number. Please note,
some who formerly had family
memberships have renewed as in-
dividuals whether on purpose or
accidentally is not known. Please
keep in mind that the first day of
the National show is for members
only.

We would like to give special rec-
ognition to those who have
achieved “silver” status -- 25 years
as members of the NIA -- this year.
We would also like to recognize

Story of the Owens-lllinois Glass
Company for use in Junior High
Schools - Board of Education,
Muncie, 1936.

Over a hundred “personal pages”

written by collectors describing

how they got started collecting,
what they collect, and other infor-
mation about them.

Insulators for sale — more items
than eBay, in a convenient search-
able format. Free posting of sales
lists, and fixed prices!

The “Insulator Finder!” which
matches up the wants of over 500
people with specific items on peo-
ple’s for sale lists and provides
them with instant email notification
when an item they are interested
in is available for sale.

Articles, stories, research informa-

those who have been members for
more than 25 years. We appreci-
ate their commitment to the hobby.

25 years

Andrea De Sousa,
Larry Emmons, Pat Howard,
Wade Howard, Kevin Lawless,
Gilbert Leacock, Milt Live-

Joe Beres,

sey, Claire Reindl, Bennie
Rusk, Tim Wood
26 years

Bill Albers, Laura Bledsoce,
Don Hostutler, Sherry Krell,
Rod Krupka, Jacquie Liscott,
Dennis Moeller,Bill Motisher
DOUG MacGillvary

27 years
Jeannie Bridges, Elton Gish
Brian Goetsch, Stan Gregory
Leonard Lippens, Isabel
Marques, Carol McDougald,
Ginny Plunkett, Jack Ries-
selman, Carl Rusk, Charles
Zuspan, Letha Zuspan

tion, and tips for the beginning or
advanced collector.

The “People Finder!” will locate
collectors, collections to view, or
people willing to act as a mentor
near you. Just specify a zip code
or city and either state or province,
and see who is nearby. This con-
tains complete listings for U.S. and
Canada. The “People Finder!” can
also locate people by first name,
last name, or email address.

The home page lists upcoming
shows, as well as upcoming birth-
days and anniversaries of ICON
members.

For more information on ICON,
visit www.insulators.com/icon.
Happy surfing!

Bill Meier, NIA# 4322

Webmaster: www.insulators.com
ICON mailing list maintainer

NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NTA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NJA NJTA NJA NIA NJA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA

28 years
Jack Bateman, Joe Bridges,
Violet Brown, Don Bryant
George Cazakoglu, Jim Cran-
dall, Burl Ford, Glenn Gar-
ner, Margaret Gregory, Chuck
Haymond, Jim Hinkhouse, Ruth
Kidder, Sid Marques, John
McDougald, Shirley Patocka
Skip Plunkett, Paul Plunkett
Paul Rosenberger, Carol
Rostock, Win Trueblood,
Bruce Tuley, Marilyn Turner,
Larry Whitlock

29 years
Phoebe Adams, Marilyn Albers
Rick Baldwin, Errol Bond,
Dick Bowman, Ray Bryan, How-
ard Busse, Larry Carpenter,
John De Sousa, Bill Dreggors
Frank Fyalka, Clarice Gordon
Don Harned, Darrell Karlin,
Tom Moulton, Bobbi McHenry
Dennis McHenry, Clyde Pa-
tocka, Ernie Rostock, Vern
Russell, Douglass Selby,
Maury Tasem, Jerry Turner,
Bob Williams, Lucy Wing, Rod
Wing
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NIA PRODUCTS -- SPRING SPECIALS!

NIA PRODUCTS -- NEW ADDITIONS!

2 2 4 2 2 % -
X4 2 24 2 24 2 2% 4

: After a very successful Christmas season, | am selling all overstock in order to make room our “new” :
* product to debut at the Atlanta National!! You may also note that our prices for shipping have gone up x
: along with the new USPS rates that became effective in January. | have enclosed an updated order 4
* form in the back of this issue of Drip Points (please note, sale prices below will not be shown on the or-
» der form). The website www.nia.org/product.htm has been updated to reflect all “products” currently be-
* ing sold by NIA Product Marketing and also contains a printable order form!

The following items will be at a reduced price, March 1% through June 1* only, so get your or-
ders in as the sale is “while supplies last” or no later than the June deadline.

*Grey, twill cap w/screen-printed logo - $1.00 off - sale price $9.00

*Blue t-shirt — S, M - $ 2.00 off - sale price $8.00
L, XL - $1.00 off - sale price $9.00

*Sweatshirt - S, M - $1.00 off - sale price $15.00
L, XL - $1.00 off - sale price $19.00

*Koozie — foam beverage holder - $.75 off - sale price $2.25

* Price does not include postage — please see order form for details

Steal of a Deal |
| have some BLUE, Hanes beefy t-shirts in the small and medium sizes that have slight screen
misalignment and will sell them at $6.00 (includes 1* class postage).

Additions!
Due to several requests by members of our hobby, we now have size “small” in the denim shirt
(noted on order form).
| have a limited number of Ash Grey, Hanes Beefy-T, medium t-shirts, with embroidered logo
only on the left-front side. Price: $18.00. If you are interested, please email or call me.

As always, | appreciate your support of this terrific hobby. The membership in the NIA makes this a
truly special organization in which to serve. | wish you all an “insulator-ful” year in 2001!

Carolyn Berry, NIA# 4336
Product Marketing Chairman

26 34 2 20 26 3 26 3 26 20 26 20 26 2 24 24 26 3 2 26 326 2 36 26 2 4 2 24 24 2 2 4 26 24 36 24 2 2 24 4 26 24 X 26 4 24 4 4 2 24 b 2 6 26 26 2 24 2 24 2 b 2 %
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NA’"()NA[_ Carolyn Berry, NIA # 4336 NIA LOGO

Product Marketing Committee

lNSULA OR 1010 Wren Court Products
Round Rock, TX 78681- 2741 ORDER FORM
Assommn (512) 255-2006
y pyrexS53@aol.com

Price Qty Total

Golf Shirt — pique, white cotton - 3 button tab - embroidered logo
1330 M__L__ XL __ (827.00) 2X ___ ($29.00) $27/$29

*for custom pocketed shirt or special size add $3.00 *$3.00

@ back

**NEW?** Denim Shirt - Long-sleeve or short sleeve - Med. wt. pre-shrunk cotton

\ Stonewash blue — Left-side pocket
Embroidered logo S M L XL $32.00

e SIS LIS 2X $35.00 B

T-Shirt -- Hanes Beety “T" - Heavy weight - Screen-printed logo

S M _ L XL__ (blue)2X (8$12) $10.00 o
L XL,_ (Ash Grey) $15.00 o
2X _ 3X  (AshGrey) $16.00

Sweatshirt -- Ash Grev - Heavyweight - Screen-printed logo
S M (81600) L XL (52000)2X __ ($22.00)

**NEW?** Cap -- Stone/Navy, low-rise, embroidered logo $1600
Cap -- It. grey W/ sereen-printed logo $10.00 o
Mug -- white ceramic w/ screen-printed logo $700 -
Patch --  light blue w/ screen-printed logo/red embroidered edge $4.00 -
Koozie -- Foam beverage holder w/ silver NIA jogo :
royai blue  red  green $2.25 B
L] —
i Decal -- light blue w/ logo/red border, for inside car window $1.00 -
Name Badge -- white badge w/ engraved blue letters, $11.00 —
green and brown screen-printed logo
Badge Bar -- white w/ engraved blue letters (ie. NIA position) $4.00 o
Chest Size Chart *Shipping charges shirts, Caps & Subtotal
S (32-34) M (36-38) L (40-42) Mugs are $3.95 for the first item & $1.20 for
cach additional item. Koozies are only $1.20 Shipping
XL (44-46) 2X (48-50) 3X (52-54) each, 1f ordered individually No shipping
charge for Patches, Decals or Name
Badges/Bars! *new USPS rates TOtal
Name
Address
. 4 Total enclosed
City/State/Zip Please make check or money order in
Telephone U.S. funds payable to:
O — National Insulator Association or NIA

Kk khhhhhhthhh bbb hbhdhbrhrrhhbhbhrdibdbdrbdbdrhdhbdrbdribdrbdhds

Name Badge Customization Information (must be a current NIA member!)

Name NIA#  City State
Name NIA#  City State
Bar:
Use the back of this order form for additional badge/bar orders

Rev 1/01



2000-2001 FINANCIAL REPORT

NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION
SECOND QUARTER ENDING 12/31/2000

Beginning Balance-General Fund*
Museum Exploratory Committee
Authentication/Ethics Account

Revenues

Donations
Membership Dues
Miscellaneous Income
Product Sales

General Fund Expenses

Advertising

Bank Charges/Taxes
Marketing Products

Misc. Postage

Misc. Printing

Misc. Supplies

Misc. Professional Services
Crown Jewels Rebates
Drip Points Printing

Drip Points Postage
Show Advertising Subsidy
Show Awards

Stationery Supplies
Telephone

Special Projects

Closing Balance, General Fund:
Museum Exploratory Committee
Authentication/Ethics Account

Total Balance on Hand

10/1/00

0.00
1748.00
0.00
134.10

Total Revenues:

213.80
0.00
38.97
371.71
786.27
209.65
0.00
25.00
1206.94
303.18
0.00
300.00
0.00
0.00
2401.66

Total Expenses:

* Adjustments made to General Fund removing $1000.00 for Museum Exploratory Committee

and adding back $476.03 absorbing the Education and Promotion Fund.

11679.33
1000.00
1196.75

1882.10

5857.18

7704.25

1000.00
1196.75

9901.00
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STEVE MARKS. NIA #4951, PRESIDENT
C/O POSTNET. 3655 W. ANTHEM WAY.
SUITE A-109 ANTHEM, AZ 85086
(623)551-1305 Fax: (623) 551-1306
EMAIL: Anthempostnet/@earthlink.net

BOB STAHR. NIA #4186, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
11728 LEONARDO DRIVE. SAINT JOHN. IN 46373
(219) 365-4171

EMAIL: bob@ hemingrav.com

KEN WILLICK. NIA #3709, EASTERN REGION VP
7349 SENECA AVE. LIMA. NY 14485-9712

(716) 624-3007

EMAIL: limaporc/ayahoo.com

TOM KATONAK NIA #3567 WESTERN REGION VP
1024 CAMINO de LUCIA. CORRALES, NM 87048
(505) 898-5592

EMAIL: tkatonak/@macconnect.com

ED PETERS, NIA #6300, CENTRAL REGION VP
5424 DUFFERIN DR, SAVAGE. MN 55378-4627
(612) 447-2422

EMAIL: edpeters@integramn. net

KEVIN LAWLESS. NIA #1679, 1ST PAST PRESIDENT
3363 GUIDERLAND AVE., SCHENECTADY, NY 12306
(518) 355-5688
EMAIL kflbostons@aol.com

RICK BALDWIN. NIA #336, 2ND PAST PRESIDENT
1931 THORPE CIRCLE, BRUNSWICK, OH 44212
(330) 225-3576

EMAIL: rsbaldwin@worldnet.att.net

DUDLEY ELLIS, NIA #5085, TREASURER
131 PLANTATION WAY. STOCKBRIDGE, GA 30281
(770) 957-9928

EMAIL: ponyl02{@aol.com

LEE BREWER. NIA #6695. INFORMATION
DIRECTOR

22 E. HIGH STREET. UNION CITY, PA 16438
(814) 438-2965

EMAIL: LBrewer42@tbscc.com

JOE BERES, NIA #563, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
1315 OLD MILL PATH,

BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, OH 44147

(440) 526-3478

EMAIL: jjjb/@aol.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPEOPLE

CAROLYN BERRY. NIA #4336. PRODUCT MARKETING
1010 WREN COURT, ROUND ROCK. TX 78681-2741

(512) 255-2006

EMAIL: pyrex553(@aol.com

SANDY ELLISON. NIA #6154. SHOW STANDARDS
11825 LANCESHIRE CIRCLE,

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73162-3229

(405) 721-6578

EMAIL: diamonds4me/@ worldnet.att.net

ELTON GISH. NIA #41, ETHICS
PO BOX 1317, BUNA, TX 77612
(409) 994-5662

EMAIL: gishen/@sat.net

RICK SOLLER, NIA # 2958, HISTORIAN
4086 BLACKSTONE AVE, GURNEE. IL 60031
(847) 782-8602

EMAIL: com574/@clc.cc.il.us

JOHN McDOUGALD, NIA #689. RESEARCH &
AUTHENTICATION

5N941 RAVINE DR.. ST. CHARLES. IL 60175
(630) 513-1544

EMAIL: cpamcd @aol.com

BOB BERRY, NIA #1203, PROMOTION & EDUCATION
1010 WREN COURT, ROUND ROCK, TX 78681-2741
(512) 255-2006

EMAIL: pyrex553@aol.com



