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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

After every issue of Drip Points, I 
typically  receive  half  a  dozen 
emails,  most  of  them  positive. 
Please keep them coming! How-
ever, some feedback is negative. 
One  email  in  particular,  whose 
author  will  remain  anonymous 

(although he was polite and made 
useful  suggestions),  was  disap-
pointed  in  the  content  of  Drip 
Points. I  understand his frustra-
tion. Before I was a member of the 
board, I didn‟t get much joy out of 
reading  Drip  Points,  although  I 
typically read it from beginning to 
end to stay informed about my 
favorite hobby. Now I would like to 
respond to this complaint, as well 
as a few others that I‟ve heard 
over the past decade about the 
NIA. 
 

Drip Points doesn’t cover what I 
want to read. 
 

As stated on the nia.org website, 
the NIA: 

 

is  a  non-profit  educational 
and  scientific  organization; 
its aim is to encourage insu-
lator collecting and to pro-
tect the interests of its mem-
bers and collectors, and has 
established  standards  and 
ethics by which its members 
may  fairly  deal  with  each 
other.  

 

How does the NIA encourage in-
sulator  collecting? Basically,  the 
NIA has put  insulator  collectors 
under one roof. By bringing collec-
tors into contact with one another, 
collaboration  occurs.  The  price 
guides and research books of our 
hobby are the direct result of input 
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from dozens of serious collectors. 
Without the NIA, it would be diffi-
cult to find individuals who share 
the  same  unique  interest.  Al-
though the Internet has given col-
laboration an even greater boost 
in recent years, the NIA got the 
hobby off the ground and gave it a 
common language. 
 

The NIA also protects its mem-
bers against fakes and fraud. Eve-
ryone who reads Drip Points is 
aware  of  how the NIA has  in-
formed its members of altered in-
sulators, fakes, and the question-
able behavior of certain members. 
There is no reason to elaborate 
on what you already know. The 
NIA encourages its members to 
act ethically toward one another. 
This  protects  our  hobby,  our 
friendships, and our investments. 
 

Thus, the focus of Drip Points is 
primarily not to print articles on 
the history of a specific insulator 
such as can often be found in 
Crown  Jewels  magazine.  How-
ever, we do have three commit-
tees which encompass such intel-
lectual pursuits. They are Authen-
tication & Classification, History, 
and Research & Education. If you 
have an interest in contributing in 
any of these areas, please contact 
the  respective  committee  chair-
person. 
 

The NIA is a ‘Good Old Boys’ 
Club. 
 

I am not sure what people think 
that NIA board (and committee) 
members do,  but  whenever  we 
are criticized, I want to blurt out, 
“we‟re volunteers!” Seriously, we 
have quiet board members and 
outspoken ones, forgiving mem-
bers and those who wish to hold 
people accountable. It‟s a chore to 
find harmony among 10 people, 
have  resolutions  pass  by  a  2-
person  majority  and  then  have 
everyone support a board deci-

sion even if they voted against it. 
There is  no social  club  atmos-
phere.  So  it  shouldn‟t  surprise 
anyone that we don‟t have several 
candidates vying for the elected 
positions – everything we do is 
bound to offend someone and it 
takes up a significant amount of 
one‟s after-work hours. Every time 
we have a difference of opinion, 
we  end  up  emailing  or  calling 
each  other  to  make  sure  that 
we‟re all still good friends in this 
wonderful hobby. And we still are. 
 

Money has ruined the hobby. 
 

This one I get from people who 
would like to collect (for example) 
colorful Hemi signals that used to 
go for $60, but now book for $600. 
They feel that wealthier individu-
als have bid the price out of reach 
of the average collector. I have a 
different take on this. To under-
stand any subject, be it politics, 
business or whatever, the key is 
to  understand  how  the  money 
flows. At this year‟s Enchantment 
Show,  an  out-of-state  dealer 
showed up with quite an array of 
expensive,  colorful  glass.  His 
prices ranged from an affordable 
$40 for some Denver pieces to 
several thousand dollars that far 
fewer people could afford. A friend 
of  mine  purchased  one  of  the 
more expensive pieces off of this 
dealer‟s table for over $2000. Now 
I  ask  you,  what  enabled  this 
dealer  to  take a  day off  work, 
drive an entire day to reach Albu-
querque, haul (and risk) well over 
$10,000 worth of glass, and pay 
for two nights in a hotel and $150 
of gas? It was my friend‟s pur-
chase, not someone (like myself) 
buying a purple toll. 
 

It is true that insulator prices have 
increased, in some cases dramati-
cally. However, that is true of all 
antiques and collectibles. For the 
most part, price changes follow a 
similar pattern. If you have a $5, a 

$200, and a $2000 insulator, in 10 
years that $5 insulator will still be 
worth $5. The $200 insulator will 
have increased to $250, and the 
$2000 insulator will now run you 
$3000+. The lesson here is, buy 
the best you can afford and don‟t 
fill up on the bargains if you view 
your collection as an investment. 
On a more personal note, I just 
purchased  my  most  expensive 
insulator to date – a McLaughlin 
152. With shipping and insurance, 
it set me back $240. Last year I 
had a conversation with Howard 
Banks  about  these  hard-to-find 
pieces. He informed me that he 
found three of them back in the 
late sixties. At the time, he sold 
them for $40 each. A price in-
crease of $40 to $240 over 40 
years yields a compounded rate 
of return of 4.6% - fairly modest 
by anyone‟s standards. 
 

Why didn’t the NIA pay tribute 
to (insert name here)? 
 

Several  times  a  year  we  hear 
about someone in the hobby who 
has passed away. Often this per-
son was involved in the hobby 
back in its infancy. However, they 
have been inactive for years and 
no board or committee member 
knows who this person is. Inquir-
ies to the local club in the state 
where this person resides turn up 
nothing. Basically, the reason we 
don‟t pay tribute to these people is 
that you didn‟t take time to write 
an article. If you know of someone 
who has  recently  passed away 
and has made some significant 
contribution to our beloved hobby, 
please let us know! Be sure to 
mention how they started collect-
ing, what they collected, and how 
they influenced our hobby for the 
better.  Include  a  digital  photo-
graph. We would be glad to print 
it. 
 
Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934 
Information Director 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Hello everyone,  I have several 
topics this issue, please read on. 
 

Mid-Ohio Show 

 

I have just returned from the 37th 
Mid-Ohio show and I believe it 
was the largest and best attended 
yet. I have only been going for the 
past 7 years, but this year‟s show 
was better attended than the oth-
ers. There were times when the 
isles in the show hall were hard to 
traverse due to the number of 
folks there.   
 
I want to take an opportunity to 
thank Steve & Lois Blair, Glenn 
Drummond, and all the other folks 
who lend a hand with the Mid-
Ohio show. It truly is a major con-
tribution to the hobby and a tre-
mendous effort.  
 

2008 NIA Central Regional 

 

Thanks to a very recent bid, there 
is going to be a 2008 Central Re-
gional. The 2008 Central Regional 
Show will be July 19 & 20 2008 at 
the Quality Inn & Suites - 
Richfield, Ohio. The show is being  
sponsored by the Western 
Reserve Insulator Club with the 
show hosts being  John Hovanec, 
Sharon Foster, Ken Orchard, and 
Ron Barth.  More Information will 
be posted shortly at the NIA web-

s i te www.n ia.org  and at 
www.insulators.com.  I would like 
to thank the Western Reserve 
Insulator Club and the show hosts 
for stepping up and submitting a 
bid package for what will no doubt 
be a great regional show.  

 

Crown Jewels 

 

Many of you may not be aware, 
but the color printing in the Crown 
Jewels magazine has been fi-
nanced strictly by some very gen-
erous donations from a member of 
our collecting community. Be-
tween 2003 and 2006 the CJ re-
ceived two grants for $10,000 
each ... an average of $5,000 per 
year. This year, in addition to the 
grant ending, postage and printing 
expenses have gone up.  
 
Howard and Linda are not going to 

be able to keep up the color print-
ing indefinitely without help from 
you.  In an effort to keep the CJ in 
as many hands as possible, the 
subscription price has not been 
raised to pay for color printing or 
the increases in postage and gen-
eral printing costs. Please take a 
moment to consider helping these 
folks continue the Hobby‟s only 
magazine with a donation.  This 
could be a cash donation or you 
could participate in the Crown 
Jewels Benefit Auction.  
 
Mark & Elaine Corriero have de-

cided to conduct a Crown Jewels 
Benefit Auction specifically for the 
sake of the Crown Jewels . 
 
The auction will be held during the 
last half of January, 2008. Insula-
tors featured in the auction will be 
published in the January issue of 
Crown Jewels. The auction will 
also be on-line at: 
      
http://www.woodeninsulators.com/
auction 
 
Mark & Elaine are looking for do-
nations of interesting and collecti-
ble insulators for the auction, but 
not necessarily rare and valuable 
pieces.  All pieces in the auction 
are going to have an opening bid 
of $5 regardless of value. Every-
one will be able to participate. If 
you have items to donate, you can 
ship them to Mark & Elaine.  
 
Thank you Mark & Elaine. 
 
For more information: 
 
Mark & Elaine Corriero 
425 Dogwood St 
Park Forest, IL 60466 
 
Phone: 708-747-8827 
Email:  woodzman1@comcast.net 
 

2008 NIA National Show 

 

Next year‟s National show (The 
39th NIA National) is coming right 
up and will be at the Lloyd Center 
Double Tree inn, in Portland, Ore-
gon. The show hosts are Howard 
& Linda Banks of Crown Jewels 
magazine, and Steve Watkins who 
hosted the 1990 National Show in 
Portland, OR. The hosts have se-
cured luxurious, double sized, ho-
tel rooms (almost 400 square feet) 
that will be available July 2nd 
through July 8th 2008 for just $89 
per night (plus tax). (Just so you 
know what a deal that is, if you 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 

The 2008 Central 
Regional Show will be 
July 19 & 20, 2008 at 

the Quality Inn & Suites 
- Richfield, Ohio. 



VOLUME 35   *   NUMBER 2   *    WINTER 2007 

4 

were to rent one of those rooms 
today, you‟d pay $210 per night.) 
The show promises to be another 
great National and it‟s not too 
early to start your planning now. 
For more information, see the NIA 
w e b s i t e  a t :  
http://www.nia.org/shows/national/ 
 

New Awards and Recogni-

tion processes and rules 

 
At the 2007 National in Orlando, 
the board voted on several 
changes to the Awards and Rec-
ognition rules and processes. This 
was the culmination of several 
year‟s work and a number of 
changes were finally put into ac-
tion. These will be in effect at the 
2008 National in Portland. Lou 
Hall (our Awards and Recognition 
Chairman) will discuss these 
changes in his article later in Drip 
Points. Be sure not to miss Lou‟s 

article. Lou has put in a tremen-
dous amount of work on this and 
deserves all our gratitude.   The 
changes are really going to im-
prove the whole awards and rec-
ognition experience for those be-
ing recognized and for those of us 
who benefit from their hard work. 
 

My term as NIA president 

 
My term as NIA president is up at 
the General Membership meeting 
at the Portland National in 2008. 
Kay Bryant is looking for potential 
candidates and nominations. If 
you know someone who you think 
would make a good NIA president 
and that is able to attend the Na-
tional shows, please pass the in-
formation along to Kay.  
 

Do not hesitate to nomi-

nate yourself or someone 

else, the cut off date is 

February 1st, 2008. 

 
It would be very nice to actually 
have an election. In past years, 
we have had a lack of candidates 
and several positions were filled 
by the only candidate running, 
myself included. So please step 
up or let Kay or any of the NIA 
folks know of someone you think 
might be interested in running for 
office and helping out.   
 
All NIA Board members and 
Chairs can be contacted on the 
NIA contacts page.  See 
http://www.nia.org/contacts/ for 
names and e-mail addresses. 
 
Best of luck collecting, 
 
Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720 
NIA President 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 

Above is a just a sample of the size and attendance of the Mid-Ohio Show and as they say, pictures just 
don‟t do it justice!  In its 37th year, there were more sales tables than most National shows and the atten-
dance was phenomenal. Many thanks to Steve & Lois Blair, Glenn Drummond, and the many other folks who 
help put on this yearly event.  

http://www.nia.org/shows/national/
http://www.nia.org/contacts/
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1st PAST PRESIDENT 

The fun trip from Stockbridge, 
Georgia to Springfield, Ohio trav-
eling to the 37th Mid-Ohio Show 
was the beginning of one great 
weekend in Ohio. The Mike Green 
from Mableton, Georgia and I 
started the trip north at 5:00 a.m. 
Thursday. We made the Tennes-
see line just as day was breaking 
even though we had made a brief 
stop for a biscuit in Dalton, Geor-
gia. The leaves in Tennessee 
were at their peak color, making 
for a spectacular ride over the 
mountains between Knoxville and 
Jellico. Our goal to reach Ken-
tucky before lunch and begin our 
treasure hunt for insulators in 
small towns became a reality. 
 
The leaves in Kentucky were ab-
normally beautiful for this time of 
year. In past years during this trip 
they were already on the ground. 
What a pleasure to drive the nar-
row back roads and see all the 
horse farms with their beautiful 
homes, spacious barns, endless 
fences and their rolling pastures 
of green grass and mature hard-
woods. The old buildings in the 
small quaint towns were alluring. 
We searched many of them for 
side pins and insulators. We were 
amazed to find CD 164 Hem-

ingray and Whitall Tatum insula-
tors still in place on some of the 
buildings where they have been 
for many years. There were still 
CD 235s in the air on some poles 
and even a pair of rich green aqua 
CD 280s glistened on another 
pole. Due to the locations we 
could not rescue any of these 
beautiful old pieces of glass but it 
was still a thrill to see them in the 
wild. Good company, beautiful 
day, gorgeous scenery, glass in-
sulators in the air; it doesn‟t get 
any better than this. What an en-
joyable day! 
 
Again, kudos go to Steve and Lois 
Blair, Glenn Drummond and all 
those other collectors who worked 
in the background to make this 
year‟s Springfield show one of the 
best ever. Imagine a building 
about the size of a football field 
filled with eight foot display and 
sales tables and a crowd of col-
lectors in every isle. This is the 
Springfield show. 
 
The bottom line is that if you are 
not attending local shows or 
swaps in your area, you need to 
get away from that computer or 
television and spend some quality 
time with your friends or members 
of your family by traveling to and 
attending a local insulator event in 
your area. The trip to the show 
can be an event of its own. You 
can hunt old telegraph and tele-
phone lines or visit some antique 
stores along the way. At the show 
you can share lies or swap valu-
able information with fellow collec-
tors. You can fall in love with that 
special insulator for your collec-
tion and be able to hold, fondle 
and examine it before you make 
that important purchase with your 

hard earned money. Most impor-
tant, the show gives you a chance 
to share your time with a loved 
one, especially a son or daughter. 
You may even make a purchase 
for them that will be cherished for 
a life time. 
 
Insulator purchases from hobby 
catalogues, eBay, Crown Jewels 
of the Wire and ICON are an inte-
gral part of our great hobby but 
they aren‟t substitutes for local 
shows and swaps. Plan to attend 
the next local show or swap near 
you and be sure to take a child.  
 
I had the opportunity to talk to 
Howard Banks, editor of Crown 
Jewels of the Wire, at the Spring-
field show. He is really pleased at 
how well the “Insulators for Kids” 
program is working. The program 
is where insulators are given 
away to kids under 18 years old if 
they or their parents pay for the 
postage. He has mailed out 72 
boxes of insulators to children 
since Labor Day. These recipients 
are beginning collectors and the 
future of our hobby. Howard said 
that he liked to put at least one 
purple insulator in each box of in-
sulators that he sends out. How-
ard and Linda Banks, along with 
Steve Watkins, will be hosting the 
2008 National in Portland, Ore-
gon. If you will be attending the 
National. This will be a good time, 
if you can‟t do it before then, to 
donate a purple insulator to this 
most worthy project. 
 
Hope to see you at a show soon! 
 
Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 
First Past President 

 

2008 National Show Announced! 
http://www.nia.org/shows/national/ 
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WESTERN REGION VP 

 
Greetings Fellow Collectors, 
 
I would like to begin by wishing 
each of you a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing and a very Merry Christmas. 
As we enter this time of year we 
are reminded of what is really im-
portant in life. Collecting can be a 
great deal of fun but it is our 
health, our families, and our 
friends that matter most. Take the 
time this holiday season to re-
member your friends in the hobby 
by giving them a call or sending 
them a letter. Let them know how 
important they are to you.  
 
Getting together with friends is the 
best part of the hobby. I was very 
fortunate to see a number of 
friends recently at a Triple Ridge 
Insulator Club get together here in 
Denver. Over twenty collectors 
gathered at the home of Mike 
Miller to share stories and swap 
some nice insulators. We were 
lucky enough to have some folks 
from far away at the event includ-
ing Denny Hackthorne, Ross 
Baird, and Jack Roach. Those 
guys really added some life to the 
party! Some very nice pieces 
changed hands including a pea-
cock blue CD 134 and a orange 
amber Locke CD 287.1. The real 

highlight however was getting the 
chance to see Mike Miller's amaz-
ing Denver collection. He has it 
beautifully laid out and it almost 
has the feel of a museum. If you 
are ever travelling in the Denver 
area you owe it to yourself to give 
Mike a call and see the best Den-
ver collection in the hobby. Visit-
ing collectors when you travel is a 
great way to meet new people 
and learn a great deal at the same 
time. I am always amazed at the 
things I learn when I visit a fellow 
collector. 
 
As you start out the new year, try 
to think of ways you can help to 
improve our hobby. It might be as 
simple as getting out and meeting 
some new people. You might con-
sider hosting a get together for all 
the collectors in your area. Per-
haps you can encourage some 
new collectors to join the NIA. 
Writing an article for Crown Jew-
els or ICON about an adventure 
or other insulator related subject 
can be a lot of fun. There are just 
so many different ways to make a 
difference. I think we should also 
reach out to all types of groups 
who would find the history and 
beauty of insulators interesting. 
There are so many aspects to the 
telecommunication history of our 
country. Insulators are just a small 
part of a much bigger picture. 
Contacting related groups and 
building relationships can bring 
greater awareness to our hobby 
and benefit others at the same 
time. One example of this is a 
telecommunications history group 
here in Denver that has done tre-
mendous research and even has 
an insulator collection. I have 
been building a relationship with 
them and hope to do an article for 

Crown Jewels in the near future. 
These types of relationships will 
help our hobby and help us to 
have a bright future. Try to look 
for these types of opportunities in 
your area. You just never know 
what good things might happen 
when you reach out and make 
kind gestures to groups and indi-
viduals who are related to our 
hobby. Sometimes offering an 
olive branch to someone in the 
hobby who needs it can be very 
rewarding as well. Having a 
closed mind rarely helps anything 
or anyone to grow. While trying to 
think of new ways to promote the 
hobby, a wonderful thing hap-
pened to me just recently. I had a 
display in storage that I had 
worked very hard on for the San 
Jose National. Ever since the 
show it had been gathering dust in 
the garage. I decided I would offer 
it to a local western history mu-
seum and see if they were inter-
ested. I was pleasantly surprised 
to find that they liked it and 
wanted to build a telegraph dis-
play around it complete with a 
working telegraph key. The fin-
ished display will sit beside a 
Pony Express exhibit which is the 
perfect tie in. I also donated a 
couple boxes of insulators that 
they can give away to kids. So 
you just never know what might 
happen. Think outside the box a 
little and look for ways you can 
help promote our hobby. The op-
portunities are probably limitless. 
 
Good luck collecting and Happy 
Holidays! 
 
Mike Green, NIA #3175 
Western Region VP 

 

2007 Orlando National Show Report! 
http://www.nia.org/nathist/2007.htm 
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CENTRAL REGION VP 

When I attend the Springfield, 
Ohio show it marks the end of my 
insulator shows for the year. As 
usual Glenn, Steve and Lois put 
on one of the best shows that rival 
any national. The show was a 
sellout this year and the walk 
through was the strongest that I 
have seen in the past five years! 

With the high price of gasoline 
and lodging it is encouraging to 
see so many collectors that travel 
long distances to attend this 
show. We seem to be headed in 
the right direction and our mem-
bership is increasing, which is 
very exciting news for our hobby. 
 
While at the Springfield show, I 
had a chance to see a beautiful 
CD 726 in purple that was re-
cently dug by the Plunkett family 
on display at his table. Bill and his 
family have been very fortunate to 
find so many threadless over the 
years. They seem to have some-
thing new every year that they 
have dug up. Just goes to show 
you that they are still out there!  
 
I commend Lou Hall and his com-

mittee for all of their hard work in 
finalizing the awards program that 
will help improve judging displays 
more fairly, how awards are pre-
sented and shorten the presenta-
tion of the awards during the ban-
quet.  You can read about the re-
visions in this issue of Drip Points.  
 
Thanks to John Hovanec and Ron 
Barth we will have an NIA 2008 
Central Regional, in Strongsville, 
Ohio in 2008.  Remember to sup-
port your local shows and occa-
sionally a long distance one as 
well.  
 
I wish you a Happy Holiday and 
New Year! 
 
Ross Baird, NIA #1983 
Central Region VP 

EASTERN REGION VP 

 
Hey all, 
 

Well, August found us in New 
York to get our youngest daughter 
from grandma's, so I was lucky 
enough to attend the Poughkeep-
sie, New York Bottle Show. Wow, 
what a show! Among all the very 
rare bottles was a Boston Bottle 
Works Barrel CD 158.2 for $30.00 
and RD CD 126 in jade for 
$10.00. Dave Lewis from Monroe, 
NY was lucky enough to get both 
of these beauties. It was great to 
see some of my old bottle club 
friends. 

My next venture, I found my way 
to Martinsburg, West Virginia to 
attend this show sponsored by the 
Chesapeake Bay Insulator Club. It 
had some real nice glass, and it 
was good to see Marshall (Dick) 
Bowman, Pete Abbott and Rick 
Snyder, Ken Willick, Mat Grayson, 
Jim Frustieri, Bobby Fuqua & 
Charles & Sandra Irons and just 
about every club member was 
there. One young collector was 
given a table full of glass & porce-
lain. Three thumbs up to Jeff 
Hollis & the active CBIC club 
members. 
 

Now on to the Mid-Ohio show in 
Springfield, Ohio. This show and 
the National I look forward to them 
all year. This show is always a 
must, sales are good and would 
probably be great if I could stay at 
my table. The people I‟ve known 
& the new ones I meet are what 
makes the show fun to be at. 
Steve and Glenn always make the 
show worth attending. The dis-
plays were exquisite. The glass 
blowing team of Fred Wilkerson & 

son Fred. To mold mini insulators. 
The technique is cool to watch. If 
you missed the Ohio Show experi-
ence, you missed an excellent 
show! Try to put this show on your 
schedule next year. 
 

I would also like to make a correc-
tion to my last Drip Points article. 
At the Orlando National, the 2 CD 
731's were Modes threadless in-
sulators with an M on the dome 
top - not molds. I have also been 
able to get permission and have 
been digging an entire block on 
the north side of Wilmington, 
North Carolina near the railroad 
yard. It's been mostly bottles and 
we found a few Western Union 
Standards CD  126, 126.3, 127 & 
a 131 Brookfield with extra glass - 
a real heavy mold in aqua. 
 

Hope by the time you read this I 

am on the right track. Good luck in 

your hunts! 

 
Doug (Dug) Williams, NIA #1221 
Eastern Region VP 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA  NIA  
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Summer is over and we‟re well 
into autumn. What a wonderful 
summer it has been for us as a 
family and for the NIA. Let me 
start out by thanking the hundreds 
of you that have responded so 
quickly to the annual dues re-
minder, and a very special thank 
you to those that paid their annual 
dues before the reminder. 2007 
was the 3rd highest membership 
year ever for the NIA and very 
close to a record year. 2008 is 
well on its way with over ½ of our 
members already paid up. For 
those of you that haven‟t renewed 
your membership yet, remember 
that by renewing before the start 
of the new year you will have un-
interrupted delivery of „Drip Points‟ 
and you will save the NIA the ex-
pense of sending another re-
minder at the end of January. 
 
At the end of September, Jeanne 
and I traveled to Albuquerque for 
the EIC insulator show. It was our 
first time in New Mexico and was 
a wonderful trip. The scenery was 
all new and the trip went 
smoothly, although 11 hours on 
the road does get a bit old. The 
show was great. I added a few 
unique new pieces to my collec-

tion and it was a chance to meet 
many insulator collector friends 
once again and make a few new 
friends. After the show, we were 
honored to be the guests of Lynda 
and Tom Katonak for a couple of 
days. They are truly special peo-
ple and their hospitality was won-
derful. Tom‟s insulator collection 
just left me in awe. Every piece I 
saw was special in some way.  
 
After returning home from Albu-
querque we finished our front yard 
project of putting up an insulator 
display that included our name 

and house number. It sits in front 
of our old barn on the side of a 
private lane that services our 
home in Providence, Utah. The 
pole is the top half of a salvaged 
power pole that was taken out of 
service. Since we only used the 
top half, we had to treat the bot-
tom several feet with preservative 

before putting it in the ground. 
The cross arms and hardware 
were salvaged from the UPRR 
line that ran along I15 in Utah just 
north of Salt Lake City. The insu-
lators came from a variety of 
sources and just represent some 
neat, but quite inexpensive, colors 
and styles. 
 
I‟m now looking forward to a won-
derful holiday season and a new 
year packed with opportunity. I 
wish the best to each every one of 
you. I hope to see many of you in 
Portland next summer. 

Good collecting! 
 
Donald Briel, NIA #7218 
Membership Director 

 
If your mailing or email address has changed, please contact Don Briel. 

 
You may also update your information online at: 

http://www.nia.org/membership/update.htm 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear NIA Members, 
 
It‟s with great pleasure that I have 
the opportunity to announce that 
the bid for the 2008 Central Re-
gional Show and Sale has been 

approved and awarded for Rich-
field, OH and is being hosted by 
John Hovanec, Sharon Foster, 
Ron Barth and Ken Orchard 
and members of the Western 
Reserve Insulator Club. I‟ve 
talked via email with John almost 
daily for the past week and he and 
his peers have this show right on 
track (as you probably already 
know because I am writing this on 
Halloween and you are reading 
this in December) with show pack-
ets going to the Springfield show. 
The show dates are July 19-20, 
2008. 
 
Now, we need an NIA member/
club members in the Central Re-

gion to step up and send me a bid 
for the 2009 National. With all the 
previous show hosts in the Cen-
tral Region, there is plenty of ex-
perience floating around to assist 
even the most inexperienced 
show hosts. Please, if you‟re inter-
ested in hosting a National, send 
an email to me and I‟ll send you a 
bid form. There is nothing to it. 
 
Good collecting and see y‟al at a 
show. 
 
Jacqueline Linscott Barnes, 
NIA #1380 
Executive Secretary 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA  NIA                 

 

39th National Insulator Association 
Annual Show & convention 

Portland, Oregon, July 4-6, 2008 
 
 

Wednesday, July 2nd 
Outrageous Jet Boat Adventure 

Heart of the Gorge Cruise 
8 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Thursday, July 3rd 

10:00 am - 4 pm - NIA Board Meeting - Idaho Room 
11:30 am - 2:30 pm - Portland Spirit Lunch Cruise 

5:00 pm - 8:30 pm - Dealer Unload and Exhibitor Setup 
 

Friday, July 4th 
7:30 am - 9:00 am - Dealer and Display Setup 

9:00 am - 4 pm - NIA Members Only Show Hours 
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm - NIA General Membership Meeting. Alaska/Idaho Rooms 

 
Saturday, July 5th 

7:30 am - 9:00 am - Display Judging; Dealer Setup 
9:00 am - 4 pm - General Admission 

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm - Reception/Cash Bar 
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Awards Dinner Banquet, Pacific Northwest Ballroom 

 
Sunday, July 6th 

7:30 am - 9:00 am - Dealer Setup 
9:00 am - 1:30 pm - General Admission 

1:30 pm - 4:30 pm - Dealer and Exhibitor Take-down 
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EARLY NIA MEMBER 
PETE BISHOP PASSES ON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with great sadness that I report the loss of 
one of our dearest members. 
 
Ray Klingensmith captured the feeling so 
many of us have for this great man in his re-
cent report to ICON and the Crown Jewels of 
the Wire and I paraphrase below: 
 

“The hobby recently lost one of its pio-
neer collectors with the passing of 
Myron „Pete‟ Bishop.  He passed away 
on September 7 in Pryor, Oklahoma at 
the age of 94.  Pete resided most of his 
life in the Columbus, Ohio area and 
moved to Pryor in 2005 to live near his 
son Bruce. 

 
Pete was well known as one of the 

early day insulator collectors and was 
always present at the London, Ohio 
(pre-Springfield) shows in his classic 
jumpsuit attire. His sales table was con-
sistently filled with sparkling clean 
glass, adorned with autumn decora-
tions.  He and his wife Lillian (who pre-
ceded him in death) were married 63 
years. 

 
He was a man easily loved.  He was 
genuine and caring and lived life to its 
fullest.  He and Lillian shared the most 
special of relationships and together 
served as a model that all should fol-
low.  He liked big band music, was a 
great dancer, a talented woodworker 
and most of all, a special friend. He is 
dearly missed by all who knew him. 

 
Ray‟s sentiments have been echoed by many 
others.  I continue to read comments from his 
friends like; “he had a special way about him 
that came across as gentle and humble, yet 
very energetic and living life to its fullest”,  “he 
was so active in so many different areas”, and 
“we should be grateful to have had the oppor-
tunity to know him and try to be more like 
him.” 
 
Personally, I did not have the fortune to meet 
Pete until June of 2006 when he showed up at 
the Prairie Signals show in Grove Oklahoma.  
I knew all about him of course, but had never 
had the pleasure of meeting him.  This quiet-
spoken but energetic gentleman came up to 
me and said, “hello, I‟m Pete Bishop and I‟ve 
been wanting to meet you for a very long 
time!”  He was “the hit of the show” and spent 
hours meeting and talking with all the folks at 
the show … sharing old stories and his in-
depth knowledge of the hobby. 
 
This was Pete Bishop‟s last show… 
 
We will all miss you, Pete … rest in peace. 
 
Tom Katonak 
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Authentication 
& Classification 
 

 
I am freshly back from the Spring-
field show, and can concur with 
everyone that  has said  what  a 
great  show it  is.  It's  always  a 
whirlwind of activity at a big show 
like this, with so much to see and 
so many people to visit with. I will 
mention a couple things of interest 
on the subject of  authentication 
and classification. 
 
First, I saw a very strange thread-
less on a dealer's table, similar to 
a tall CD 735. I have not seen this 
item before, nor anything similar 

to it. It was dark green, and so full 
of  bubbles  it  verged  on  glass 
foam. No embossing. The dealer 
was suspicious of it's authenticity 
as am I, but without much addi-
tional information about it to be 
had,  it  must  remain as an un-

known. I bring it up just to keep 
you all informed as to what's out 
there. 
 
Secondly, there was a very inter-
esting display of CD 731s put to-
gether by Rick Jones. There have 
been some CD 731s showing up 
that have caused some concern in 
the hobby, both a while back and 

again more recently. Most every-
one is already aware of the con-
troversy  surrounding  the  "small 
O" (narrow dome) Tillotsons. Re-
cently some unembossed exam-
ples of CD 731 have surfaced that 
have  not  been  seen  before, 
mostly in aqua to green shades, 
but a few very bubbly and at least 
one junky bubbly amber. No con-
clusive  evidence  or  information 
seems to be available concerning 
these  pieces,  and  unfortunately 
the original source (or sources) of 
them seems to be very difficult to 
track down. If anyone can direct 
me to someone who has actually 
found one of these in the wild, 
please let me know! Trying to de-
scribe them is a bit tricky, as they 

are very similar to variants long 
known in the hobby. Rick's display 
was  a  wonderful  opportunity  to 
examine several of  these items 
and compare to other long known 
styles of CD 731s. If you look at a 
photo of his display, an example 
of the recently seen ones is dis-
played on the large poster size 
photo (on the left). As I write this, 

there is a move to put a copy of 
the various display handouts up 
on the insulators.com web site, so 
keep an eye out for  Rick‟s. Of 
course, no final conclusions can 
be made regarding these items as 
so little information is available. All 
the more reason to get to a large 
show like this if you can ... talk to 
others, get as many opinions as 
you can (I talked to people fully 
convinced in both extremes), and 
examine them for yourself. 
 
The third interesting story is the 
recent  discovery  of  the  broken 
pieces to a radically new glass 
power piece! Unfortunately, very 
little of it has survived, but hope-
fully more will be found someday. 

Two CD 731s as shown on Rick Jones' display 
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It appears to be an aqua glass 
version of  the U-966 "Niagara", 
previously found only in porcelain. 
As  if  that  wouldn't  be amazing 
enough, the outsides of both up-
per and lower skirts were covered 
with vertical ridges like a CD 143 
Withycombe!  In  this  case,  the 
finder was quite forthcoming as to 
who he was, even freely describ-
ing what general area of the coun-
try it came from and what situation 

it was found in (under a power line 
right-of-way). Photos of the pieces 
as found in the field were a nice 
addition to the story. I sincerely 
hope to be able to report more on 
this in the future! 
 
In the meantime, get out to some 
shows and learn what you can! 
Best of all are the large shows 
that bring together a wide cross 
section of collectors from various 

parts of the country (next year's 
National in Portland is an obvious 
choice). There is so much to be 
seen and learned, especially by 
talking to your fellow collectors! 
 
 
Paul Greaves, NIA #2685 
Authentication & Classification 

Awards & Recognition 
Committee Report 
 
by Lou Hall, Chairman 

 
The NIA revised Exhibit and Judg-
ing Rules have been completed 
and forwarded to the President for 
Board review and approval. That 
being done, the new rules are be-
ing published in this addition of 
Drip Points. These new rules will 
be in place for the 2008 National 
in Portland as well as regional 
shows. 
 
There are some revisions to the 
scoring of exhibits that I would like 
to bring to your attention. Hope-
fully, the scoring and point alloca-
tion will assist those who are cre-
ating competitive displays. 
 
Judges will be considering five 
major areas when judging an ex-

hibit/display. These five areas are 
Showmanship, Education, Rarity, 
Variety and Originality. 
 
An exhibitor can be awarded up to 
35 points for Showmanship. 
Showmanship consists of scoring 
up to 5 points in each of the fol-
lowing seven areas: Eye-catching, 
Public appeal, Good use of go-
withs, Display props, Lighting, 
Condition (exhibit is dirty or not 
presentable, or if the items exhib-
ited are unclean, damaged exces-
sively, have unsightly repairs, 
etc.) and Category adherence 
(exhibit does not include items 
that are foreign to the category 
entered, such as a threadless in-
sulator in a threaded exhibit, a 
domestic insulator in a foreign ex-
hibit, etc.) 
 
35 points can scored for Educa-
tion. Education consists of scoring 
up to 5 points in each of the fol-
lowing seven areas: History, Infor-
mation, Explanation, Titles, La-
bels, Handouts, and Exhibitor bi-
ography (a one page description 
of the exhibitor‟s background and 
personal connection to the hobby 
included in the exhibit). 
 
Up to 15 points can be scored for 
Rarity. Rarity must be considered 

in context with the items on dis-
play. 
 
9 points can be scored for Variety 
(Use of a wide range of styles, 
colors, shapes, etc.) 
 
And, finally, 6 points can be 
scored for Originality. Up to 2 
points each may be received for 
Independent and creative thought, 
Freshness of idea, and New or 
unusual arrangement. 
 
The new Exhibit and Judging 
Rules now state that an exhibit/
display must exceed a threshold 
numerical judging score in order 
to qualify for the “best of category” 
award. An Adult exhibitor must 
achieve a minimum score of 75 
and a Junior exhibitor must 
achieve a minimum score of 65. 
Single exhibitors in any category 
must achieve the minimum score 
for their exhibit in order to receive 
an award. The minimum score will 
be determined by averaging the 
scores awarded by the individual 
judges. 
 
A sample score sheet will be 
posted on the NIA web site. 
 
Lou Hall, NIA #7185 
Awards & Recognition Chair 
 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 

 

Visit www.nia.org 
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National Insulator Association 

 

Exhibit and Judging Rules 
 

One of the primary reasons for exhibiting is to promote the insulator “story” to the general public, by stressing education, 

history and information. One of the NIA‟s primary goals is to increase interest in insulator collecting thus attracting new 

collectors, which can be accomplished through quality displays. The NIA Board of Directors as a general guide for show 

hosts has adopted the following Exhibit and Judging Rules. They are meant to encourage more collectors to display, improve 

the quality of exhibits, and to provide some measure of uniformity and fairness in judging. These rules are in full effect for the 

NIA National and Regional shows. For NIA sanctioned local shows, adjustments may be made at the host‟s discretion to fit 

certain circumstances. 

 

1. Displays or exhibits may be either a competitive entry or a non-competitive entry.  There are ten competitive 

categories that have been established for displays.  

a. Non-Competitive Entry (open to insulators and/or related items displayed by clubs, groups, displays 

shared by multiple owners and individuals who choose to not have their exhibit/display judged.) 

b. Competitive Entry Categories 

i. Threadless 

ii. Threaded Glass 

iii. Threaded Porcelain 

iv. Specialty (i.e. one company, one style, patents, errors, etc.) 

v. General (exhibits of mixed insulators, the total theme of which does not accurately fit any other 

single category listing.) 

vi. Color (glass, porcelain or any combination) 

vii. Foreign (glass, porcelain or any combination) 

viii. Lightning Rod Equipment (insulators, balls, vanes, etc.) 

ix. Pole Line Hardware and Equipment (insulator mounting pins, brackets, pole and cross-arm 

construction materials, lineman tools, tie wires, pole steps, and other hardware used in 

conjunction with insulators and line construction. The exhibit must include some use of insulators 

and must clearly identify the connection between insulators and those items being displayed.) 

x. Go-withs (advertising pieces, post cards, insulator shipping boxes, insulators on postage stamps, 

business cards of collectors, metal signs or non-insulator products made by insulator 

manufacturing companies. The exhibit must include some use of insulators and must clearly 

identify the connection between insulators and those items being displayed.) 

2. Exhibitor Rules: 

a. At the NIA National Show only, exhibitors must be NIA members. 

b. NIA Junior members will enter their exhibit in one of the standard NIA exhibit categories. 

c. A Junior member is defined as under the age of 18. A Junior member must not attain their 18th birthday 

during the show they are exhibiting in. 

d. The exhibitor must determine and declare the competitive category of their exhibit/display at the time of 

reserving exhibit space. 

e. Two or more people or a club may collaborate on a competitive exhibit/display. Only one award will be 

presented to collaborative exhibits/displays. 

f. Exhibitors will be permitted to include limited numbers of non-owned items in their display. Ownership of 

borrowed pieces must be acknowledged in the display. 

g. Imitation or altered insulators and/or related items may be used in exhibits, but must be clearly identified 

as such in the exhibit. Restored items are acceptable in exhibits, and need not be identified as such. 

h. Exhibits or portions thereof may not be marked “for sale,” or their value indicated in any way. 

i. Exhibitors are requested to display the awards(s) on their exhibit until it is taken down, and should wear 

any special name cards or badges provided by the show host. 

j. Exhibits should not be dismantled until the end of the show unless prior arrangements are made with the 

show hosts. 
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3. Show Host Exhibit/Display Rules: 

a. Exhibit space at all shows shall be free and available on a first-come basis. Exhibitors may be expected to 

bring their own fixtures, extension cords, etc. 

b. At the NIA National and Regional shows, if exhibit space reserved for insulators and/or related items 

should still be available 60 days or less from the date of the show, the host may permit other non-

competitive exhibits of suitable antique/collectable items, subject to the approval of the NIA Board of 

Directors. 

c. Show hosts will provide ribbons or some type of award for all exhibitors as recognition for exhibiting. 

4. Awards and Presentations 

a. The NIA will provide trophies, plaques or awards for Junior and Adult 1st place winners of the various 

categories. 

b. The show host will provide ribbons or some type of award for all exhibitors as recognition for exhibiting. 

c. The NIA Board of Directors has the authority to honor esteemed contributors to the hobby and the NIA, by 

naming awards after such individuals. As such, the “Dr. Fredrick L. Griffin Memorial Award” (recipient 

selected by the show judging panel), is in recognition of the first NIA President, and will be given for the 

most outstanding threadless exhibit, in lieu of a standard first place award. 

d. The NIA will present a “NIA Best of Show Award” at National and Regional Shows. The award will be 

presented to the exhibitor achieving the highest total cumulative score from the judges. 

e. The NIA, at the National Show, may present three special awards: 

i. The “Milholland Educational Award” (recipient selected by the show judging panel). This award is 

in recognition of Marion and Evelyn Milholland for their tireless work over many years to research 

and publish information on glass insulators, all of which contributed immeasurably to the growth 

and enjoyment of the hobby. The award is given for the one exhibit that most effectively achieves 

an educational theme. Insulators, props and historical explanations must be combined with good 

showmanship to capture the attention of all collectors and the viewing public. This award may by 

any exhibit regardless of the category entered. 

ii. The “Outstanding Service Award” (recipient nominated and selected by the NIA Awards and 

Recognition Committee). Given to an NIA member who has performed outstanding service for the 

NIA and contributed substantially to the insulator hobby. The NIA President prepares, distributes 

and tabulates ballots for this award. 

iii. An “NIA Lifetime Membership” may be presented to any NIA member for cumulative meritorious 

service to the NIA or the insulator-collecting hobby. 

f. The presentation of all NIA category awards and individual club awards will be made on the show floor 

immediately after the judging and tabulation of scores. 

g. The top NIA awards (Best of Show Award, Milholland Educational Award, Outstanding Service Award and 

Lifetime Membership Award) will be presented at the awards banquet. In addition, awards to show hosts, 

People‟s Choice award and other miscellaneous awards will be presented during the banquet. Additionally, 

the winners of all category and club awards would be announced during the awards banquet. 

 

Smithsonian Connection 
 
In March 2000, four NIA members,  Larry Novak, Doug MacGillvary, Ken Willick, and 
Bob Berry, participated in a three-day marathon research venue at the National Mu-
seum of American History, Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. compliment-
ing continuing research begun by Kevin Lawless, NIA President 1998-2000. 
 
For more information, visit: http://www.nia.org/smithsonian/index.htm 
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 5. Judging Rules 

a. Judges and exhibitors should remember that displays are for the general public as well as for other 

members of the hobby, so it is desirable to be creative and original, and avoid showing the same exhibit 

several times without substantial modification. Repetitive showings of the same exhibit should result in a 

reduced score. 

b. An exhibit/display must exceed a threshold numerical judging score in order to qualify for the “best of 

category” award. An Adult exhibitor must achieve a minimum score of 75 and a Junior exhibitor must 

achieve a minimum score of 65. Single exhibitors in any category must achieve the minimum score for 

their exhibit in order to receive an award. 

c. A tally sheet will be furnished to exhibitors after the judging, showing how the judges rated each exhibit as 

compared with other entrants in the same category. This will show exhibitors where improvement is 

needed. The judges will not be identified on these tally sheets. 

d. Judging decisions will be final. Ties will be re-judged. 

e. There will be a minimum of three judges for each category, and a given person may judge more than one 

category, if qualified. All judges at a National Show should have previous judging experience. The majority 

of judges at a Regional Show should have previous judging experience. At a National Show the judging 

panel should include at least one judge from each of the three NIA regions. 

f. A person may not judge any category in which that person or a family member has an entry. 

g. The Awards & Recognition Chairperson (or in his/her absence an Awards &  Recognition Committee 

Member) will act as the Judging Chairperson at the NIA National Convention. The Judging Chairperson, 

with the cooperation of  the Show Host, will determine who will be in attendance at the show, select  the 

judges, supervise them, and tally the score sheets. 

h. Judges will be furnished standardized printed scoring sheets by the Judging  Chairperson, and  

i. Should consider each grading factor separately without regard to other factors, thus making a 

conscious effort to avoid a “halo” effect, or a tendency to give an exhibit high scores in 

“Showmanship” and/or “Education” because it is outstanding in “Rarity;” and 

ii. In an effort to make scoring meaningful, judges should consider starting their scoring with a 

presumptive number of points. For  example, start in the middle of the point range and then 

mentally adjust their ratings downward or upward as appropriate. 

i. Judging will be accomplished using the NIA‟s standard 100- point system.  The average of all judges for 

any given category will be the final score. The  standard NIA 100-point system is as follows: 

 

35 points – Showmanship (Eye-catching, Public appeal, Good use of go-withs, Display props, Lighting, 

Condition, Category adherence.) Five points possible for each element. 

 

35 points – Education (History, Information, Explanation, Good use of  titles, Labels, Handouts, Exhibitor 

biography.)  Five points possible for each element. 

 

15 points – Rarity 

 

9 points – Variety 

 

6 points – Originality (Independent and creative thought, Freshness of  idea, New or unusual 

arrangement.) Two points possible for each element. 

 

 
 

Seldom Seen Insulator Photographs! 
 

http://www.nia.org/seldom/index.htm 
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NOMINATIONS CHAIR 

All is Quiet on the Western Front 
 
And the Eastern, and the Central 

and the Southern! Is any one out 
there? One single person has 
communicated to me a suggestion 
for the President of the NIA. 
Where are the other gizillion 
members? Are you not concerned 
with who will run your organiza-
tion? People, this is a prestigious 
office and should be so regarded. 
Wouldn‟t you be flattered if your 
name was offered as a candidate. 
Think about it. Think about the 
person you admire as an ethical 
and dedicated collector! I know 
they are out there. All you need to 
do is tell me who that person is 
and I will make the call to invite 
him or her to lead the NIA. Apathy 
kills all good organizations. Do 

your part to keep that from hap-
pening to this organization. I know 
there is a super person just wait-
ing to be asked. Make that call. 
Have that conversation. Let me 
know! 
 
We are on the count down and 
need to get it in gear. Call me, 
email me, do what ever it takes to 
get this election going ! Don‟t sit 
back and complain and do nothing 
… you have a voice … you have a 
choice! 
 
Let me hear from you, SOON ! 
 
Kay Bryant, NIA #4099 
Nominations Chair 

HISTORIAN’S REPORT 

One of the challenges for the NIA 
Historian is finding time to keep 
organized all the materials coming 
into the archives. These materials 
include numerous club newslet-
ters, show flyers, collector busi-
ness cards, and photographs. In 
some cases the materials are in-
ventoried and filed or shelved. In 
other cases, the material needs to 
be scanned and uploaded to the 
NIA web site. Still other material 
needs some archival care such as 
being placed in an acid-free al-
bum.  
 
Some of the material that I have 
recently been working on includes 
several hundred photographs and 
business cards purchased from 
John & Carol McDougald, several 

crates of photo albums that be-
longed to Kevin Lawless, and 
early NIA photo albums.  
 
To help with this work, two scan-
ners, two computers and several 
photo albums from the NIA Ar-
chives were taken to the Mid-Ohio 
show in Springfield on November 
2-4, 2007. A request for help was 
sent out before the show and Rich 
Wentzel agreed to help with the 
scanning. Glenn Drummond al-
lowed us to set up on Sunday 
morning to do the work. 
 
At the show, I learned that Jerry 
Turner had some of his old photo-
graphs available so, instead of 
scanning the intended material, 
his photographs were scanned 
and notes taken about people in 
the pictures. Marge Frank also 
helped for the two hours it took to 
scan all the pictures. 
 
The next step will be to place 
these pictures on the NIA web 
site. One challenge of doing this is 
deciding where to put the pictures. 
The pictures could be kept to-
gether on pages identified as 
Jerry Turner‟s photo albums or 
they could be distributed to vari-

ous pages like “Photographs from 
early Mid-Ohio Shows” and 
“Information about Jack Tod.” A 
second challenge, is that this may 
require me to have more access 
to the NIA web site than I have 
right now. Even with access, I 
don‟t have much time to take ad-
vantage of it. I hope to work out a 
solution by the next Drip Points. 
 
Scanning material at the show did 
work well so I plan to take a lap-
top computer and a scanner to 
future shows, especially the NIA 
National. At the National, NIA offi-
cials sitting at the front desk on 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
could fill some of their time by 
helping to scan material in be-
tween performing their duties at 
the desk. 
 
Some other people have volun-
teered to do some scanning at 
their home. In the upcoming 
weeks I will be getting material to 
them and will report in the next 
Drip Points how this worked. As 
always, if interested in helping 
out, please contact me. Thanks. 
 
Rick Soller, NIA #2958  
Historian Chair 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 
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PROMOTIONS CHAIR 

 
Hello All, 
 
Indian Summer is definitely en-
gulfing us here in Central Califor-
nia … we always enjoy it while we 
can. 
 
I will share a brief story with you. 
 
A retired Pacific Bell lineman I 
know stopped me for a chat at the 
bank recently. The topic came up 
in conversation, but unfortunately 
he still won't let go of his window 
collection (some pretty decent 

stuff … including a great looking 
green pleated skirt). He did, how-
ever, offer that he has included 
me in his will for those pieces … I 
graciously thanked him and ex-
pressed how flattered I was, but to 
please not rush things. He chuck-
led and then said to come by 
sometime as he wanted to give 
me all the "blue ones" from his 
backyard. I said. "How about to-
night?"  
 
He agreed and I arrived there a bit 
before dusk. There were 300-plus 
insulators (glass and mud) in 
piles... some chipped, many not. I 
swear I have never seen so many 
clear and light green Whitall 
Tatum 154's, 155 Armstrongs, 
and 121 blue Hemis in one place. 
I did manage to find a 134 Brookie 
with a very large prominently-
placed bubble and a few other 
minor "sleepers." My 10-year old 
son Michael and I went back the 
following weekend and cleaned 
out of his yard the good, bad, bro-
ken,ugly, and common items … 
clean-as-a-whistle! We had a 
great father-and-son afternoon. 
 

OK, the point of this story is that I 
took a bin-load to my school to-
day. I told the class that they 
could raid the container at school 
day's end. They were "jazzed" all 
day (as I have regaled them with 
insulator stories, a viewing of my 
insulator DVD, pictures, and cur-
riculum-related material). I offered 
them two each to start, with more 
to take later. One kid took a third 
for "mother." This week I plan to 
extend the offer to my former stu-
dents still at the school. All of 
these orphaned insulators will find 
new homes and perhaps new col-
lectors will be "born" as a result. I 
heard several serious comments 
along the lines of "I'm going to 
start collecting these now." That 
was music-to-my-ears! I will con-
tinue to pass my extras to kids 
and interested adults alike. Edu-
cate, excite, and enthuse these 
potential collectors and watch our 
hobby grow and perhaps one day 
be renewed.  
 
Bob Merzoian, NIA #3941 
Promotions Chair 

 
Insulator Hobby Timeline 

 
1991 Ron & Patti Norton published an insulator magazine "The Rainbow Riders Trading Post" 

dedicated to trading insulators. This monthly magazine was published until December 1997. 
 
1992  Greater Chicago Insulator Club Greater Chicago Insulator Club founded by Bob Stahr and Bob 

Cook. 
 
1993  Steve Goodell begins writing a column on Canadian Insulators for Canadian Bottle & 

Stoneware Collector's Summer issue (No. 5) and would continue until the January 1995 issue. 
 
1994  Keith Roloson begins maintaining a central list of email addresses of collectors that will 

eventually become the list server for insulator collectors. 
 
1995  Steve Goodell's last column on Canadian Insulators runs in the No. 11 issue of Canadian 

Bottle & Stoneware Collector. Columns ran in the following issues: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 11. After 
issue No. 12, the magazine stopped covering insulators and the magazine was eventually sold 
to another editor. Sources of information devoted exclusively to Canadian insulators once 
again dried up. 
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Jack Roach, NIA #4156, Treasurer 

From the Treasurer 
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2007 NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720 NIA President 
1102 West Aster Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85029-2808 
602-564-0815 
kwjacob@icsaero.com 
 
Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 First Past President 
131 Plantation Way, Stockbridge, GA 30281 
770-957-9928 
pony102@bellsouth.net 
 
Tom Katonak, NIA #3567 Second Past President 
1024 Camino de Lucia, Corrales, NM 87048 
505-898-5592 
tkatonak@comcast.net 
 
Mike Green, NIA #3175 Western Region VP 
2513 S. Balsam St, Lakewood, CO. 80227-3135  
303-763-9924 
n2glass@qwest.net 
 
Ross Baird, NIA #1983 Central Region VP 
8617 Crosswind Dr 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
nsulator@aol.com 
 
Doug Williams, NIA #1221 Eastern Region VP 
131 Pine Lake Circle SW  
Ocean Isle, NC 28469  
dwilli69@atmc.net  
 
Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934  
Information Director 
10700 Academy Rd NE Apt 2636 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
arthur@mcconnachie.com 
 
Donald Briel, NIA #7218 Membership Director 
P.O. Box 188, Providence, UT 84332 
435-753-5786 
Don.Briel@comcast.net 
 
Jacqueline Linscott Barnes, NIA #1380 Secretary 
3557 Nicklaus Drive, Titusville, FL 32780-5356 
321-480-1800 
bluebellwt@aol.com 
 
Jack Roach, NIA #4156 Treasurer 
8 Tremont Trace, Wimberly, TX 78676 
512-847-7302 
jackroach@email.msn.com 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 
Paul Greaves, NIA #2685 
Authentication & Classification 
8830 Benton Acre Rd 
Granite Bay, CA 95746 
pgreaves@surewest.net 
 
Lou Hall, NIA #7185 Awards and Recognition 
363 West Stuart Ave, Fresno, CA 93704-1544 
559-435-1740 
louhall@pacbell.net 
 
Bob Stahr, NIA #4186 By-Laws 
515 Main St #403, West Chicago, IL 60185 
630-231-4171 
bob@hemingray.com 
 
Mike Guthrie, NIA #3297 Ethics 
P.O. Box 130 
Kalama, WA 98625-0200 
360-673-2829 
inthewoods@kalama.com 
 
Rick Soller, NIA #2958 Historian 
4086 Blackstone Avenue  
Gurnee, IL 60031  
com574@clcillinois.edu  
 
Kay Bryant, NIA #4099 Nominations  
8061 S.E. Helen Terrace 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
donbottles05@bellsouth.net 
 
Carolyn Berry, NIA #4336 Product Marketing 
1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681 
512-255-2006 
pyrex553@aol.com 
 
Bob Merzoian, NIA#3941 Promotions 
1080 N. Scenic Dr 
Porterville, CA 93257-1637 
559-781-6319 
bobmerzoian@mac.com 
 
Bob Berry, NIA #1203 Research & Education 
1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681 
512-255-2006 
pyrex553@aol.com 
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