
VOLUME 35   *   NUMBER 1   *    FALL 2007  

1 

Drip Points
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION  

              http://www.nia.org  

  In this issue of Drip Points : 
 

    A Note from the Editor é Arthur McConnachie 
    From the President ... Kevin Jacobson 
    1st Past President ... Dudley Ellis 
    2nd Past Resident é Tom Katonak 
    Western Region VP é Mike Green 
    Central Region VP é  Ross Baird 
    Eastern Region VP é Doug Williams 
    Membership Director ... Donald Briel 
    Executive Secretary é Jacque Linscott-Barnes 
    Memorial to Arthur Kottman é Doug MacGillvary 
    Award & Recognition é Lou Hall 
    Historianôs Report é Rick Soller 
    Nominations é Kay Bryant 
    Promotions é Bob Merzoian 
    Ethics é Mike Guthrie 
    Financial Statement é Jack Roach 
    NIA Contact List 
    Product Marketing é Carolyn Berry 
    NIA Membership Renewal Form 
    Summer 2007 Product Order Form 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 
After having put out four newslet-
ters, it is time to discuss some 
mailing issues. This fall we are 
making Drip Points available for 
download through an emailed link 

as opposed to emailing it to our 
electronic subscribers as an at-
tachment. This will hopefully solve 
many headaches experienced by 
electronic subscribers with a slow 
dial-up connection. 
 
If you have put off signing up for 
the electronic version, now is the 
chance to switch your subscrip-
tion. Not only will this save the 
NIA money, but you will get a full-
color version with bonus features. 
For example, in this issue Tom 
Katonak has provided 15 photos 
of a tour with his wife Lynda of 
Insulatorland. His article contains 
four black and white photos in the 
paper version. Electronic sub-

scribers receive a supplement of 
11 more - all 15 of them in color. 
 
If anyone switches to the elec-
tronic version prior to the next is-
sue, we will gladly make the elec-
tronic version of this issue avail-
able to you. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many 
good friends in Orlando. Thanks 
to Jacque, Graham and Clay for 
all their efforts! 
 
Good hunting! 
 
Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934 
Information Director  



VOLUME 35   *   NUMBER 1   *    FALL 2007  

2 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Hello everyone, 
 
The 38th NIA National show in 
Orlando has now come and gone. 
The show was a great success 
and our show hosts Clay Bledsoe, 
Jacqueline Linscott Barnes, and 
Grahm Barnes, all did a spectacu-
lar job. I wish to thank them all for 
the hard work they put into the 
show. I donôt think most folks real-
ize how much effort must be put 
into hosting a show. It takes a 
special person to do this and we 
all benefit from it. My wife Cheryl 
and I really enjoyed the show and 
had a great time seeing many of 
you again. For those of you who 
couldnôt make it, we missed you, 
maybe you can make it in 2008.  
 
 Speaking of 2008 and National 
shows, next years national loca-
tion has been announced. The 
NIA announces this every year at 
the general membership meeting 
held at that yearôs National show. 
The general membership meeting 
this past National was held on Fri-
day June 22nd, 4:15 pm in the 
Citrus Ballroom at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel.  
 
Next yearôs National show (The 
39

th
 NIA National) will be at the 

Lloyd Center Double Tree Inn, in 
Portland, Oregon. The show hosts 
are Howard & Linda Banks of 

Crown Jewels magazine, and 
Steve Watkins who hosted the 
1990 National Show in Portland, 
OR. The hosts have secured luxu-
rious, double sized, hotel rooms 
(almost 400 square feet) that will 
be available July 2nd through July 
8th 2008 for just $89 per night 
(plus tax). (Just so you know what 
a deal that is, if you were to rent 
one of those rooms today, youôd 
pay $210 per night.) The show 
promises to be another great Na-
tional and itôs not too early to start 
your planning now. For more infor-
mation, see the NIA website at: 
http://www.nia.org/shows/national/ 
 
Two of the things that happens at 
every National is the NIA board of 
directors meeting and the NIA 
general member-
ship meeting. 
T h e  b o a r d 
meeting hap-
pens in the 
background for 
most of you. 
You never see 
the preparation, 
planning, or 
work that goes 
into the meet-
ing. This years 
board meeting 
saw several 
issues and pro-
posals actually 
voted on and 
resolved. Some of these items 
date back to previous years and 
are the culmination of work from 
past presidents, board members, 
and committee members.  
 
It is difficult to get all NIA board 
work done throughout the year 
due to the physical distance that 
separates us from one another. 
Certainly a lot can be done via e-
mail and the phone, but it just isnôt 
the same. A board vote via e-mail 
can take a week or more, espe-
cially during the summer when 

folks are on vacation or in the 
case where the board is not unani-
mous on a topic up for vote. To 
folks not involved in internal NIA 
matters, the process can look like 
bureaucracy or just plain inaction. 
This is not really the case. There 
was certainly a lot of action this 
past year.  
 
A few things that took place at this 
years board meeting: 
 
1. The NIA now accepts Credit 
Card Payments for memberships 
and renewals. You do this at the 
NIA web site: http://www.nia.org/ 
by following the link, or directly at 
http://nia.org/membership/ 
 
2. The National Show plaque is 

coming back. 
In the past, 
the NIA has 
had a large 
plaque that 
contained a 
brass tag with 
the names of 
every Na-
tional show 
host for the 
year that they 
hosted. The 
hosts re-
tained pos-
session of the 
plaque for a 

year and pre-
sented it to the following years 
hosts. This plaque became full at 
the 2005 National. Subsequently, 
the plaque was retired. A decision 
was made to hand out individual 
plaques to the show hosts that 
they would keep and this practice 
was started in 2006 at the Austin 
National. A suggestion was re-
ceived from NIA member Bill 
Meier (the winner of his second 
outstanding service award this 
year) that the large plaque was 
historic and should be continued 
and be displayed at the National 

The NIA now accepts 
Credit Card Payments for 

memberships and 
renewals. You  can do this 

at the NIA web site: 
http://www.nia.org/    

by following the link, or 
directly at  

http://nia.org/membership/  
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Shows. The board considered this 
proposal and we agree. A new 
plaque will be created and the 
2006 National show hosts name 
will appear on this plaque along 
with subsequent years hosts. This 
new plaque and the previous 
plaque will be displayed at each 
National show in the future. 
 
3. Many changes to awards and 
recognition also took place that 
will improve the entire judging 
process. There were too may 
changes to document in detail 
here, and it is Lou Hallôs job to let 
you know about these anyway. 
Briefly, there will be more awards, 
and at the same time, shorter 
awards banquets. There will also 
be more exhibitor participation on 
the show floor. More from Lou on 
this later.  
 
4. Doug Williams is the new East-
ern Region VP as of the National. 
Doug takes over for Larry Novak 
who was previously the Eastern 
Region VP. I would like to thank 
Doug for stepping up to help out 
and thank Larry for all his hard 
work these past 3 years.  
 
5. Rick Soller is once again the 
NIA Historian. Rick takes over for 
Glenn Drummond. Thanks Rick 
for helping out and thanks Glenn 
for all your hard work.  
  
6. We are currently looking into 
what it would take to get Tax Ex-
empt status for the NIA. We are 
already a non-profit corporation, 
and in some cases it is possible to 
get tax exempt status. I am a 
member of another club that is a 
non-profit Arizona corporation 
AND a tax exempt club. They are 
an amateur radio club, but they 
operate in much the same way as 
the NIA and the insulator hobby 
does. 
 
Getting tax exempt status would 
allow members to make tax de-

ductible donations of insulators, 
collections, or cash. These dona-
tions could then be used to fund 
research within the NIA, possible 
museum displays, and a host of 
other things not possible today. 
We have had members pledge 
money in the past for a possible 
insulator museum or display at a 
museum. While a lot of work went 
into research for possible loca-
tions and a very substantial 
amount of money was pledged, 
the amount did not support buying 
or leasing a building. Perhaps with 
additional tax exempt status, do-
nations would be significant 
enough to allow this.  
 
I also have a reminder and re-
quest. The NIA has been ap-
proached a few times this past 
year regarding manufacturing 
and approval on commemora-
tives and imitations. I would 
like to remind everyone that as 
NIA members, our code of eth-
ics states among other things 

that:  

NIA members shall not make 
or manufacture any com-
memorative or imitation in-
sulator, or related item with-
out first clearing the design 
with the NIA to make certain 
that the item produced will 
not be objectionable to the 

best interests of the hobby . 

It has been brought to our atten-
tion that while some members do 
bring these to the NIA for ap-
proval, other members have not, 
and continue to not abide by this 
rule of conduct. For the sake of 
equal application of the rules to 
all, these folks really need to 
come to us for approval on their 
items as well. This includes (for 
example) items that commemo-
rate non NIA shows, but are 
manufactured and sold by NIA 
members. I cannot personally 

think of a single item that we 
would have said no to, but we 
really do need to look at these be-
fore they are made to prevent 
possible future problems. 
 
I will be contacting a few folks in 
the near future about this and I 
would ask that if you might be 
planning something along these 
lines, that you please contact us 
first. 
 
The board is pretty easy to get 
along with and we are all in this 
hobby for the very same reasons 
you are, to enjoy collecting and 
the making of friends. 
 
 One last note, My term as NIA 
president is up at the General 
Membership meeting at the Port-
land National in 2008. Kay Bryant 
is looking for potential candidates 
and nominations. If you know 
someone who you think would 
make a good NIA president and 
that is able to attend the National 
shows, please pass the informa-
tion along to Kay. It would be very 
nice to actually have an election. 
In past years, we have had a lack 
of candidates and several posi-
tions filled by the only candidate 
running, myself included. So 
please step up or let Kay or any of 
the NIA folks know of someone 
you think might be interested in 
running for office and helping out. 
 
All NIA Board members and 
Chairs can be contacted on the 
NIA contacts page.  See 
http://www.nia.org/contacts/  for 
names and e-mail addresses. 
 
Best of luck, 
 
Kevin 
 
Kevin Jacobson , NIA #6720 
NIA President  

http://www.nia.org/contacts/
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1st PAST PRESIDENT  

I hope you were able to experi-
ence this yearôs National and the 
fun events sponsored by the show 
hosts.  Sandy and I really enjoyed 
the National. We especially en-
joyed seeing our hobby friends 
again and sharing the good time 
with them. An exceptional job, 
Jacque, Graham and Clay! 
 
Iôve been giving encouragement 

to collectors for several years to 
help get youth involved in our 
great hobby. Iôm pleased to say, 
being careful not to steal some-
one elseôs thunder, that your 
Board took some positive actions 
this year to encourage more of 
our youth to exhibit their collec-
tions at Nationals. Congratulations 
to Lou Hall and the Awards and 
Recognition Committee for their 
hard work studying the NIA Exhib-
iting and Judging Rules and mak-
ing suggestions to the Board for 
change. 
 
Iôm now seeing more young col-
lectors at our shows. Many are 
very knowledgeable about their 
hobby. I had several ask me some 
advanced questions at the Na-
tional. Please continue to encour-
age these young collectors. You 
can help by taking a youngster on 
your next insulator hunt or attend-

ing a local insulator show or swap 
with them. 
 
The temperature here in Georgia 
is 97 degrees. It is hard to believe 
that the first day of fall will be next 
month. Fall is my favorite time of 
the year. The season brings the 
World Series, football, excellent 
fishing, deer season, club swap 
meets and the Mid-Ohio Show in 
Springfield. If you have never at-
tended the Mid-Ohio Show in 
Springfield youôve missed one of 
the best insulator shows of the 
year. The show has more than 
100 sales tables and 20 or more 
exhibits. The show is well planned 
and attended by many collectors 
across the country. You need to 
start planning now to attend this 
show. Hope to see you there. 
 
Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 
First Past President  
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2nd PAST PRESIDENT  

 
On The Northern Border  

 
Hello again fellow NIA members. 
Man itôs been a hot summer in 
many parts of the country. While 
itôs not been so bad right here in 

Corrales, New Mexico, the states 
north of here have been suffering, 
particularly Montana, Idaho and 
Utah. I know that on a personal 
basis because we just returned 
from a lengthy trip to these parts 
and the heat up north was a bit 
unpleasant. 
 
I want to share some of the high-
lights of this vacation because it 
was a bit different from our normal 
ñadventure tripsò; this time we 
concentrated on visiting NIA 
friends and it was a rare treat to 
share moments together and see 
some remarkable insulators as 
well. 
 
The first stop was the home of 
Denver glass historian Michael 
Miller in NE Denver. We had 
never been to Mikeôs home before 
and rumors were all true: What a 
magnificent collection of bottles 
and insulators made by the glass 

factories of Denver, notably the 
operations at the Valverde Glass 
Works.  
 
More impressive were Mikeôs de-
scriptions of all the historical arti-
facts scattered everywhere: Maps, 
letters, old photographséit was 
truly like visiting a museum! We 
were only a quarter of the way 
through the ñmuseumò by dinner-
time, so a break for some good 
local Mexican food was in order ï 
and then back to viewing the col-
lection. I had seen quite a few of 
Mikeôs pieces by virtue of all the 
exhibits heôs brought to various 
shows over the years, but seeing 
all of the ñholdingsò was a rare 
treat indeed! 
 
The next day we moved further 
north to Ft. Collins where Mike 
Bliss took the time to show me 
many of his wonderful Denver in-
sulators. Wow! I was blown away.  


