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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR (although he was polite and made
useful suggestions), was disap-
pointed in the content of Drip
Points. | understand his frustra-
tion. Before | was a member of the
boar d, | di dnot

reading Drip Points, although |1
typically read it from beginning to
end to stay informed about my
favorite hobby. Now | would like to

respond to this complaint, as well

as a few others
over the past decade about the
After every issue of Drip Points, |  NIA.
typically receive half a dozen
emails, most of them positve. Dr i p Poi nt s

Please keep them coming! How- want to read.
ever, some feedback is negative.
One email in particular, whose

: : As stated on the nia.org website,
author will remain anonymous

the NIA:
1

is a non-profit educational
and scientific organization;
its aim is to encourage insu-
lator collecting and to pro-

g etbct the Uinferfestsjofdty mem-U t

bers and collectors, and has
established standards and
ethics by which its members
may fairly deal with each
other.

t hat | 6ve heard
How does the NIA encourage in-
sulator collecting? Basically, the
NIA has put insulator collectors

d o e s nudder ofeddbfe By britiding &ollet-

tors into contact with one another,
collaboration occurs. The price
guides and research books of our
hobby are the direct result of input

of
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from dozens of serious collectors.
Without the NIA, it would be diffi-
cult to find individuals who share
the same unique interest. Al-
though the Internet has given col-
laboration an even greater boost
in recent years, the NIA got the
hobby off the ground and gave it a
common language.

The NIA also protects its mem-
bers against fakes and fraud. Eve-
ryone who reads Drip Points is
aware of how the NIA has in-
formed its members of altered in-
sulators, fakes, and the question-
able behavior of certain members.
There is no reason to elaborate
on what you already know. The
NIA encourages its members to
act ethically toward one another.
This protects our hobby, our
friendships, and our investments.

Thus, the focus of Drip Points is
primarily not to print articles on
the history of a specific insulator
such as can often be found in
Crown Jewels magazine. How-
ever, we do have three commit-
tees which encompass such intel-
lectual pursuits. They are Authen-
tication & Classification, History,
and Research & Education. If you
have an interest in contributing in
any of these areas, please contact
the respective committee chair-
person.

The
Club.

NI A i s a

I am not sure what people think
that NIA board (and committee)
members do, but whenever we
are criticized, | want to blurt out,
Awebdr e
have quiet board members and
outspoken ones, forgiving mem-
bers and those who wish to hold
peopl e
find harmony among 10 people,
have resolutions pass by a 2-
person majority and then have
everyone support a board deci-

2

sion even if they voted against it.
There is no social club atmos-
phere. So it

anyone that we
candidates vying for the elected
positions i everything we do is
bound to offend someone and it
takes up a significant amount of
o n e 6 s-wakfhobuesrEvery time
we have a difference of opinion,
we end up emailing or calling
each other to make sure that
webre all/l still

wonderful hobby. And we still are.

Money has ruined the hobby.

This one | get from people who
would like to collect (for example)
colorful Hemi signals that used to
go for $60, but now book for $600.
They feel that wealthier individu-
als have bid the price out of reach
of the average collector. | have a
different take on this. To under-
stand any subject, be it politics,
business or whatever, the key is
to understand how the money
fl ows. At t his

Show, an out-of-state dealer
showed up with quite an array of
expensive, colorful glass. His
prices ranged from an affordable
$40 for some Denver pieces to
several thousand dollars that far
fewer people could afford. A friend
of mine purchased one of the
more expensive pieces off of this
deal erds tabl e

6 Goloask gpu,dwha cepabled this

dealer to take a day off work,
drive an entire day to reach Albu-
querque, haul (and risk) well over
$10,000 worth of glass, and pay
for two nights in a hotel and $150
of gas? It was

buying a purple toll.

It is true that insulator prices have

account ab |ircreasedtirpsomegases [rgnat-

cally. However, that is true of all
antiques and collectibles. For the
most part, price changes follow a
similar pattern. If you have a $5, a

$200, and a $2000 insulator, in 10
years that $5 insulator will still be

s h warth 850 Dhe $208 insufatori wdll e
d ohave tincrdased t $25@, \amd rthe |

$2000 insulator will now run you
$3000+. The lesson here is, buy
the best you can
fill up on the bargains if you view
your collection as an investment.
On a more personal note, | just
purchased my most expensive
insulator to date i a McLaughlin
@5@.ddth shippingeanddirssuranca,
it set me back $240. Last year |
had a conversation with Howard
Banks about these hard-to-find
pieces. He informed me that he
found three of them back in the
late sixties. At the time, he sold
them for $40 each. A price in-
crease of $40 to $240 over 40
years yields a compounded rate
of return of 4.6% - fairly modest
by anyoneds
Why didnodt t he
to (insert name here)?

y Seaverd g4imek mcyea rwe rhean t

about someone in the hobby who
has passed away. Often this per-
son was involved in the hobby
back in its infancy. However, they
have been inactive for years and
no board or committee member
knows who this person is. Inquir-
ies to the local club in the state
where this person resides turn up

dondt pay tri
t hat you didnot
an article. If you know of someone
who has recently passed away
and has made some significant
contribution to our beloved hobby,

mheasef let iue knowd 8e spre to-
vol unt eer £hage natsomeang dike ynyself),, gnention how they started collect-

ing, what they collected, and how
they influenced our hobby for the
better. Include a digital photo-

{grgph. We would be glad to print

it.

Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934

Information Director
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hello everyone, | have several
topics this issue, please read on.

Mid -Ohio Show

| have just returned from the 37th
Mid-Ohio show and | believe it
was the largest and best attended
yet. | have only been going for the
past 7 year s,
was better attended than the oth-
ers. There were times when the
isles in the show hall were hard to
traverse due to the number of
folks there.

| want to take an opportunity to
thank Steve & Lois Blair, Glenn
Drummond, and all the other folks
who lend a hand with the Mid-
Ohio show. It truly is a major con-
tribution to the hobby and a tre-
mendous effort.

2008 NIA Central Regional

Thanks to a very recent bid, there
is going to be a 2008 Central Re-
gional. The 2008 Central Regional
Show will be July 19 & 20 2008 at
the Quality Inn & Suites -
Richfield, Ohio. The show is being
sponsored by the Western
Reserve Insulator Club with the
show hosts being John Hovanec,
Sharon Foster, Ken Orchard, and
Ron Barth. More Information will
be posted shortly at the NIA web-

3

but

site www.nia.org and at
www.insulators.com. | would like
to thank the Western Reserve
Insulator Club and the show hosts
for stepping up and submitting a
bid package for what will no doubt
be a great regional show.

Crown Jewels

Many of you may not be aware,
but the color printing in the Crown
Jewels magazine has been fi-
nanced strictly by some very gen-
erous donations from a member of
our collecting community. Be-
tween 2003 and 2006 the CJ re-
ceived two grants for $10,000
each ... an average of $5,000 per
year. This year, in addition to the
grant ending, postage and printing
expenses have gone up.

Howard and Linda are not going to
this year 6s

The 2008 Central
Regional Show will be
July 19 & 20, 2008 at
the Quality Inn & Suites
- Richfield, Ohio .

be able to keep up the color print-
ing indefinitely without help from
you. In an effort to keep the CJ in
as many hands as possible, the
subscription price has not been
raised to pay for color printing or
the increases in postage and gen-
eral printing costs. Please take a
moment to consider helping these
fol ks continue
magazine with a donation. This
could be a cash donation or you
could participate in the Crown
Jewels Benefit Auction.

Mark & Elaine Corriero have de-

cided to conduct a Crown Jewels
Benefit Auction specifically for the
sake of the Crown Jewels .

The auction will be held during the
last half of January, 2008. Insula-
tors featured in the auction will be
published in the January issue of
Crown Jewels. The auction will
also be on-line at:

http://www.woodeninsulators.com/
auction

Mark & Elaine are looking for do-
nations of interesting and collecti-
ble insulators for the auction, but
not necessarily rare and valuable
pieces. All pieces in the auction
are going to have an opening bid
of $5 regardless of value. Every-
one will be able to participate. If
you have items to donate, you can
ship them to Mark & Elaine.

S h O¥hank you Mark & Elaine.

For more information:

Mark & Elaine Corriero
425 Dogwood St
Park Forest, IL 60466

Phone: 708-747-8827
Email: woodzmanl@comcast.net

2008 NIA National Show

Next year 6s
39™ NIA National) is coming right
up and will be at the Lloyd Center
Double Tree inn, in Portland, Ore-
gon. The show hosts are Howard
& Linda Banks of Crown Jewels
magazine, and Steve Watkins who
hosted the 1990 National Show in
Rogtland, @Ry B'V—‘ Hosts hgvg pey
cured luxurious, double sized, ho-
tel rooms (almost 400 square feet)
that will be available July 2nd
through July 8th 2008 for just $89
per night (plus tax). (Just so you
know what a deal that is, if you

Nat i

0o n .
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were to rent one of those rooms
today, youobd
The show promises to be another
great Nati onal

early to start your planning now.
For more information, see the NIA
w e b s ite a t :
http://www.nia.org/shows/national/

New Awards and Recogni-
tion processes and rules

At the 2007 National in Orlando,
the board voted on several
changes to the Awards and Rec-
ognition rules and processes. This
was the culmination of several
year 6s wor k and
changes were finally put into ac-
tion. These will be in effect at the
2008 National in Portland. Lou
Hall (our Awards and Recognition
Chairman) will discuss these
changes in his article later in Drip
Points. Be sure not

article. Lou has put in a tremen-

pay d&uRdmduntppkwork onitlyshand )

deserves all our gratitude. The

aahahgesi aredreally mang to tine

prove the whole awards and rec-
ognition experience for those be-
ing recognized and for those of us
who benefit from their hard work.

My term as NIA president

My term as NIA president is up at
the General Membership meeting
at the Portland National in 2008.
Kay Bryant is looking for potential
candidates and nominations. If
you know someone who you think
wayld make @ 8a9¢ NIA gresident
and that is able to attend the Na-
tional shows, please pass the in-
formation along to Kay.

Do not hesitate to nomi-
nate yourself or someone

efse? the'Blit Stttiatelis® U 0 S

February 1st, 2008.

It would be very nice to actually

0 have an election. In past years,

we have had a lack of candidates
and several positions were filled
by the only candidate running,
myself included. So please step
up or let Kay or any of the NIA
folks know of someone you think
might be interested in running for
office and helping out.

All NIA Board members and
Chairs can be contacted on the
NIA contacts page. See
http://www.nia.org/contacts/ for
names and e-mail addresses.

Best of luck collecting,

Kevin Jacobson , NIA #6720
NIA President
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Above is a just a sample of the size and attendance of the Mid-Ohio Show and as they say, pictures just

donot do it

justicel

Il n its

37¢th

year , t here we

dance was phenomenal. Many thanks to Steve & Lois Blair, Glenn Drummond, and the many other folks who

help put on this yearly event.

4
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1st PAST PRESIDENT

The fun trip from Stockbridge,
Georgia to Springfield, Ohio trav-
eling to the 37th Mid-Ohio Show
was the beginning of one great
weekend in Ohio. The Mike Green
from Mableton, Georgia and |
started the trip north at 5:00 a.m.
Thursday. We made the Tennes-
see line just as day was breaking
even though we had made a brief
stop for a biscuit in Dalton, Geor-
gia. The leaves in Tennessee
were at their peak color, making
for a spectacular ride over the
mountains between Knoxville and
Jellico. Our goal to reach Ken-
tucky before lunch and begin our
treasure hunt for insulators in
small towns became a reality.

The leaves in Kentucky were ab-
normally beautiful for this time of
year. In past years during this trip
they were already on the ground.
What a pleasure to drive the nar-
row back roads and see all the
horse farms with their beautiful
homes, spacious barns, endless
fences and their rolling pastures
of green grass and mature hard-
woods. The old buildings in the
small quaint towns were alluring.
We searched many of them for
side pins and insulators. We were
amazed to find CD 164 Hem-

ingray and Whitall Tatum insula-
tors still in place on some of the
buildings where they have been
for many years. There were still
CD 235s in the air on some poles
and even a pair of rich green aqua
CD 280s glistened on another
pole. Due to the locations we
could not rescue any of these
beautiful old pieces of glass but it
was still a thrill to see them in the
wild. Good company, beautiful
day, gorgeous scenery, glass in-
sulators in the
any better than this. What an en-
joyable day!

Again, kudos go to Steve and Lois
Blair, Glenn Drummond and all
those other collectors who worked
in the background to make this
year 6s
best ever. Imagine a building
about the size of a football field
filed with eight foot display and
sales tables and a crowd of col-
lectors in every isle. This is the
Springfield show.

The bottom line is that if you are
not attending local shows or
swaps in your area, you need to
get away from that computer or
television and spend some quality
time with your friends or members
of your family by traveling to and
attending a local insulator event in
your area. The trip to the show
can be an event of its own. You
can hunt old telegraph and tele-
phone lines or visit some antique
stores along the way. At the show
you can share lies or swap valu-
able information with fellow collec-
tors. You can fall in love with that
special insulator for your collec-
tion and be able to hold, fondle
and examine it before you make
that important purchase with your

hard earned money. Most impor-
tant, the show gives you a chance
to share your time with a loved
one, especially a son or daughter.
You may even make a purchase
for them that will be cherished for
a life time.

Insulator purchases from hobby
catalogues, eBay, Crown Jewels
of the Wire and ICON are an inte-
gral part of our great hobby but
they arenot
shows and swaps. Plarets atténd
the next local show or swap near
you and be sure to take a child.

| had the opportunity to talk to
Howard Banks, editor of Crown
Jewels of the Wire, at the Spring-
field show. He is really pleased at

program is working. The program
is where insulators are given
away to kids under 18 years old if
they or their parents pay for the
postage. He has mailed out 72
boxes of insulators to children
since Labor Day. These recipients
are beginning collectors and the
future of our hobby. Howard said
that he liked to put at least one
purple insulator in each box of in-
sulators that he sends out. How-
ard and Linda Banks, along with
Steve Watkins, will be hosting the
2008 National in Portland, Ore-
gon. If you will be attending the
National. This will be a good time,
i f you <canot do
donate a purple insulator to this
most worthy project.

Hope to see you at a show soon!

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085
First Past President

2008 National Show Announced!

http://www.nia.org/shows/national/
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