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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

As | write this, the National is just
over a month away. | trust that
you have made your preparations.
This will be my fifth. Each and
every time | learn something new
about our great hobby and meet
some wonderful people.

| was talking to a fellow collector
the other day and mentioned that
if no one else hunted for insula-
tor s, Il 6d still
reason | go to shows is the peo-
ple, not the glass. | certainly hope
that you can
please consider attending the
Central Regional Show. Details
and contact information can be
found on page 4.

In this issue, | would like to point
out two articles in particular. First,
be sure to read

search on EC&M molds, complete
with mold comparison photos.

Second, take a moment to ac-
quaint yourself with Lou Hall via
his biography. Lou will be the new

Vice President from the Western
region. Lou has put a tremendous
amount of effort into his current

Ipassitiom astthe Avmaeds and Relo-u t

ognition Chair. | am certain that he
will continue to contribute to our

ma k enoblbytwith thHe samg passioncaach 6 t

energy.
Hope to see you in Portland,

Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934

Information Director

MNates If yowaoeld hke to 8ee the -

photographs in this issue in color,
consider switching your subscrip-
tion to the electronic version.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hello again everyone, | hope you
are making it out for spring and
early summer insulator hunting
and getting out to attend some
shows. There are quite a few local
shows and events going on all
over the country now and | count
at least seven of them between
now and the National (July 4th
through the 6th).

This is my last Drip Points article
before becoming the NIA First
Past President at the National only
4-5 weeks away! Our next NIA
president will be Bob Stahr. Many
of you will remember that Bob is
presently the By-Laws Chairman
and has helped out on the NIA
board in the recent past as the
Executive Secretary. I'm sure you
will join me in thanking Bob for
stepping up to help our organiza-
tion.

Our current First Past President,
Dudley Ellis, will become the Sec-
ond Past President, and the cur-
rent Second Past President, Tom
Katonak, will be taking a break
from the board for the first time in
many years.

I know the cost of fuel is pretty
high right now, but | certainly hope
that doesnot
me and your many other collecting
friends at Portland, Oregon, for

the National Show.

2008 NIA National Show

Speaking of the National, if you
havenodot already
ervations, you should do so imme-
diately. The show details are as

Awards Banquet $30. Dealer
setup 3-8PM Friday, Show: 8AM-
4PM Saturday, 8AM-2PM Sunday.
Room reservations at $74/night

wlysotaxecall (33Q) §59-6151eand

be sure to mention the "NIA Insu-
lator Show" to get special pricing,

follows:

The 39th Annual
National Insula-
tor Association's
Show & Conven-
tion, will be Fri-
day July 4th
through Sunday
July 6th, at the

The 39th Annual
National Insulator
Association's Show &
Convention, will be
Friday July 4th through
Sunday July 6th

good from
Thursday
through  Sun-
day night.

Your choice of
Double or King
room, as well
as balcony or
atrium rooms
adjacent to in-

DoubleTree Ho-

door pool, all

tel, Portland-
Lloyd Center, 1000 NE Mult-
nomah, Portland, OR 97232.

There are 127 sales tables and 40
display tables. Sales tables are
$45 for first, $40 subsequent, plus
$10 per table for electricity if de-
sired. The DoubleTree offers dou-
ble sized rooms for just $89 per
night if you book using the code
"NIA", or just say, "National Insula-
tor Show". Special room rate valid
July 2nd through July 8th. For res-
ervations, phone 800-222-8733.
For show info contact:

HOWARD & LINDA BANKS:
541-761-9456 or email:
hbanks@grantspass.com or,
STEVE WATKINS: 503 -794-5691
or email: germsw@earthlink.net

2008 NIA Central Regional

The National Insulator Associa-
tion's 2008 Central Regional Show
& Sale is just 2 weeks after the
National show this year on July
19th and 20th. Many of you may
wish to make both shows so plan
ahead. The show will be at the
Quality Inn and Suites Richfield.
4742 Brecksville Rd, Richfield,
Ohio 44286. There are 55 sales

K e e Pangy19 Wisplay t9biBs. Delkernd-

bles $45. Saturday Evening

at the
$74/night price. For more informa-
tion or show packets contact:

JOHN HOVANEC (440) 237-2242
email jhovanec@ameritech.net,

KEN ORCHARD (330) 659-3786,
or RON BARTH (724)845 -8439,
email rktbarth@windstream.ne t

Rohde Ranch Tailgater

| finally made it to the Rohde
Ranch Tailgater this year and it
was a really great time. | have
wanted to make this for a few
years now, but this year was the
year. This is an event sponsored
by the Rohde family Don, Camille
and Bill at Don
home in Fresno California. It is a
Club member event for those in
the Golden State Insulator Club,
but itds another
long to, so why not join and check
out Rohde Ranch next year? |
want to personally thank Don,
Camille, and Bill Rohde for hosting
such a great event.

Best of luck collecting,

Kevin

n Kevin Jacobson , NIA #6720

President
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The 39th Annual National Insula-
tor
vention in Portland, Oregon, on
July 4, 5, and 6th is quickly ap-
proaching. The Convention not
only brings collectors together
from around the country and world
to share the hobby and friend-
ships that we cherish so much but
it also represents a time of as-
sessment and renewal for the As-
sociation.

The NIA Board has its annual
Board meeting to discuss issues
of the past year, resolve new is-
sues and propose a direction for
the Association for the next year
that will hopefully encourage col-
lector ethics and a continued

growth of our great hobby. The
General Membership Meeting is
held each year for the Board and
Committee Chairs to share with
the membership what they have
accomplished the previous year.
Most importantly, the General
Meeting provides time for mem-
bership input. Another key part of
this time of renewal is the chang-
ing of the guard in some of the
Board positions and Committee
Chairs. This renewal is very im-
portant because it brings new and
fresh ideas to the management
team of your Association. Without

Associ at i on o sthissainyed erewal veeowmeuld

bog down with the same old goals
and ideas and become a stagnant
organization with no growth.

The bottom line is that each one
of you needs to be part of this an-
nual renewal. If you attend the
National Convention this vyear
please make time to attend the
General Membership Meeting to
provide your input. Another way to
participate in the annual renewal
is to volunteer to serve on a com-
mittee. If you have leadership
abilities, how about volunteering
to chair one of
tees, or even run for an NIA of-
fice? The NIA needs you and your

refreshing new ideas. You can
make a difference in our hobby.
Contact one of your Board mem-
bers or Committee Chairs and let
them know that you want to be
part of the Team.

If you are going to the National,
pl ease donbt
purple insulators to donate to
Howard Banks for the Insulators
for Kids Program. This is a very
important program to our hobby
because it encourages new young
collectors. Remember that the
youth are the future of our hobby.

Donodt forget t o
children and even their friends to
collect by taking them on a hunt or
to an insulator event. Be sure to
bring a youngster with you to the
National.

Have a great summer!

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085
First Past President

t he NI Abs

commi t -

39th National Insulator Association

Friday, July 4th

7:30 am - 9:00 am - Dealer and Display Setup

Annual Show & Convention
Portland, Oregon, July 4 -6, 2008

Wednesday, July 2nd
Outrageous Jet Boat Adventure
Heart of the Gorge Cruise

8 am - 5:00 pm

Thursday, July 3rd
10:00 am - 4 pm - NIA Board Meeting
11:30 am - 2:30 pm - Portland Spirit Lunch Cruise
5:00 pm - 8:30 pm - Dealer Unload/Exhibitor Setup

9:00 am - 4 pm - NIA Members Only Show Hours
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm - General Membership Meeting

Saturday, July 5th
7:30 am - 9:00 am - Display Judging; Dealer Setup
9:00 am - 4 pm - General Admission
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm - Reception/Cash Bar
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Awards Dinner Banquet

Sunday, July 6th
7:30 am - 9:00 am - Dealer Setup
9:00 am - 1:30 pm - General Admission
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm - Dealer/Exhibitor Take -down

e

forget

n
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Hard to believe
most here again. Here in the de-
sert southwest we already have
the hot dry weather (well under an
inch of rain so far this year here in
t he Al buquerque
already experiencing devastating
fires all around the state. One les-
son to take away from the fire
problem out here is to be careful

with fire when
the |lines. Let 6
fire problem.

Speaking of hunting the lines,
several of us here in New Mexico
have been able to get out and
l ook for gl ass.

more of the early telegraph lines
and have made some good finds
T and increased our knowledge of
where and when various types of
insulators were used.

|l 6ve al so
down in Mexico this past month
on another of my joint insulator/
mi ner al
some great stuff down there! The
nice thing about hunting trips out
here in Mexico and New Mexico is
you donoét have

growth T full of the ticks, snakes
and mosquitoes that bless the
eastern, central and southern
parts of our country. You can see
the scorpions and the spiders,

hunt ed

this out-back area in the future.
(Take at least two spare tires if
you get serious about going
therel!)

And when we got home, we held

arwihaen eof rmow rseringd igarages

sales: | set out more of my one
dollar common pieces i just like

expediti dastsyear B ayd apanelr was s

amazed at how many people just
had to have a couple of these
things sitting on their window sills!
hthink h enly wojd aroumdl %O rthis
year , but
of my garage!

With summer, also comes the
fishow s ans ova lbave a

tafdddu ca bedrrthe raflesnak@d - number of gala events on the

t he
night,

é and
out at

On the latest Mexican venture, |
aan acoss low of ceallyirttedestiag
power porcelain stuff associated
with some of the old silver mines.
This trip took us to the depths of
Barranca Del Cobre i the famous
Capper €anyon §
mose twell bkeowrp 8ilvet midifg
area in Mexico. We managed to
come up with over a hundred
specimens of silver, much of it in
the native metallic form. Not being
a fimud guy, o |
théee@lned aficionadoseesiploriad

SO

| ef t

mo s q u i tdockes outcharé. Yhe big event in
thet Videst, gb coarset ig the 89the !

NIA Convention and Show in Port-
land, Oregon, on 4, 5, and 6 July.
This is really shaping up to be a
super event! You can find any
planning info you need on the
show website:

pdrhaps t then gvww.ecandm.com/events.html

t he
Regards and great collecting,

Tom Katonak, NIA #3567
Second Past President
t he

t hat 6s

porcel ain

National Insulator Association's

2008 Central Regional Show & Sale
July 19 - 20 (Saturday - Sunday) in Richfield, Ohio

For information or show packets contact:

JOHN HOVANEC 440-237-2242

jhovanec@ameritech.net
KEN ORCHARD 330-659-3786

RON BARTH 724-845-8439
rktbarth@windstream.net

(0]

f

r

(



