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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

With a new NIA President and 
several Board and Committee po-

sitions changing hands, there is 
quite a bit of new life in the NIA. 
Please take time to get to know 
the new people serving your 
hobby. 
 
On a sad note, this issue contains 
tributes to three insulator collec-
tors who have passed away. 
Many thanks to those who took 
the time to write how Phoebe, 
Galen and Mickey touched their 
lives. 
 
If you werenôt able to attend the 

National in Portland, I highly rec-
ommend reading the General 
Membership Meeting Minutes on 
page 15, put together by our new 
Executive Secretary, Colin Jung.  
 
Thanks to Howard, Linda and 
Steve for putting on such a great 
National. Thanks also to those 
who brought such marvelous dis-
plays. Every year they seem to 
get better. 
 
Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934 
Information Director  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
As most of you know by now, I 
have become the new President 
of the NIA and will be until my 
term expires in 2010. It looks like it 
will be a challenging few years 
ahead.  
 
Long time collector ñMickeyò 
Dutcher passed away on August 
23rd at his home in Cortland, NY. 
Mickey and his wife Ellie were 
seen at many Eastern shows for 
years as well as the Springfield 
show in Ohio. Mickey and Ellie 
were the first to report the Em-
minger insulator to the hobby. 
Mickey was often seen wearing a 
yellow tee shirt with the words ñI 
Buy Insulatorsò on it. 
 
First of all, I would like to inform 
the hobby of the passing of a few 
collectors. The hobby lost long 
time collector Phoebe Adams on 
Thursday, May 22nd in Miami, FL. 
Phoebe and her late husband, 
Bob were bottle and insulator 
show regulars in the Southeastern 
US from the early 1970's until 
Bob's passing in 1999. For many 
years the Bob & Phoebe Adams 
showmanship award was given 
out at the NIA National shows. 
 
The hobby also lost Galen Howard 
of Colorado Springs, CO on Au-
gust 7th. Galenôs life tragically 
came to an end during an automo-
bile accident on his way home. At 
the request of Galen's sister, she 

would like donations be sent to the 
NIA for creation of a memorial 
plaque depicting Howard. This 
plaque, when complete, will then 
be given to Galen's widow. I have 
authorized Jack Roach, our Treas-
urer, to set up the fund and any 
additional monies collected be-
yond the cost of the plaque and 
shipping, will be put into a Galen 
Howard fund to be used at our 
future discretion. 
 
For Phoebeôs, Galenôs and 
Mickeyôs obituaries, see other 
parts of this issue. 
 
On a happier note, we have now 
completed the 2008 NIA National. 
Hatôs off to Howard, Linda, Steve 
and all the rest 
involved with 
hosting the 
show. The com-
bined exhibit of 
all of the CDôs 
was quite im-
pressive. I know 
Stacey and I 
both enjoyed 
our time in Portland as well, the 
weather was great. As of the close 
of the show, the NIA reached an 
all time record of 1,681 active 
members. 
 
Next yearôs National will be in 
Coralville, IA on July 10-12, 2009. 
The hosts are Larry & Pat 
Whitlock, Dennis & Jeanne We-
ber, and Bill & Linda Connell along 
with members of the Missouri Val-
ley Insulator Club. Coralville is lo-
cated near Iowa City and Cedar 
Rapids, IA. 
 
We are actively looking for hosts 
for the 2010 NIA National to be 
located in the Eastern Region. If 
you have any desire to host a Na-
tional, please contact me as soon 
as possible. 
 
The NIA is seeking charitable or-

ganization status 501c(3) for fu-
ture donations that might be given 
to the NIA so that donators can 
claim the donations as deductions 
on their federal taxes. We feel that 
we should have no problem 
achieving this, as we are already a 
non-profit corporation, which is 
more difficult to attain. It will be-
come possible for you to will your 
collections, if you choose, to the 
NIA for creation of a traveling mu-
seum or for auctioning off the col-
lection for the financial benefit of 
the NIA. Kevin Jacobson, First 
Past President, is spearheading 
this effort. We are targeting a 
January 1st completion date pend-
ing how long the government 
takes to process our application.  

 
A lot of people 
these days are 
talking about the 
economy and 
the effect ever 
increasing costs 
of commodities 
such as copper, 
steel, aluminum 

and fuel oil are having. 
 
Our hobby is not immune either. It 
will be increasingly difficult for col-
lectors and dealers to travel long 
distances to shows and be able to 
afford it. In addition, costs to host 
shows at many facilities are be-
coming increasingly expensive. I 
think, if we as a hobby, can con-
tinue to be creative in all of these 
aspects, we can still continue to 
grow and prosper. To this end, I 
have appointed Jim White to the 
position of NIA Promotion Chair. 
 
Jim can fill in further details in his 
article, but just a quick recap is in 
order here. I envision occasional 
press releases to various media 
sources about our hobby. Jim has 
background in this and writes well. 

(Continued on page 4) 

   NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 

We are actively 
looking for hosts for the 
2010 NIA National to be 
located in the Eastern 

Region.  
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1st PAST PRESIDENT  

 
Hello everyone, I am writing my 
first Drip Points column as the NIA 
First Past President. At the Port-
land National in early July, I turned 
over the reigns to Bob Stahr our 
new NIA president. I would like to 
thank Bob for stepping up to the 
job by agreeing to run. Like myself 
and many NIA presidents before 
me, Bob ran unopposed. Having 
been involved with the NIA board 
for many years, Bob will certainly 
make a great President, but it 
would be nice to get back to actu-
ally having NIA Presidential elec-
tions again. I would encourage 
anyone thinking about running in 
two years to talk to someone on 
the board.  
 
Portland, OR.  
It seems like only a couple weeks 
since my return trip home from the 
National, although itôs been over 
six. I have been playing catch-up 
at work ever since the trip. The 
Portland National was great. View-
ing the fireworks display from the 
hotel balcony was fabulous and 
the show had very good traffic. 
Being in the NIA board meeting, I 
did not get to take advantage of 
the river boat ride or some of the 
other activities, but I talked to 
many folks who had a great time. I 
was able to add several new PAT 
DEC 19th pieces to my collection 
and sold some pieces as well. 

Many thanks to Howard & Linda 
Banks, and Steve Watkins.  
 
Richfield, Ohio.  
I didnôt make it to the Central Re-
gional which was two weeks after 
the Portland National. The show 
was held in Rich-
field, Ohio. I have 
heard many good 
things about the 
show and wished 
I could have at-
tended. Many 
thanks to John 
Hovanec, Ken 
Orchard, and 
Ron Barth.  
 
Albuquerque, NM,  Sep 26-27 
I am planning to be at the Septem-
ber 27th Albuquerque, NM En-
chantment Insulator Club's 21st 
Annual show.  
 
Grand Terrace, CA, Oct 4th  
I would like mention that Dave Le-
Forge and Dwayne Anthony in 
conjunction with the Golden State 
Insulator Club, proudly present the 
First Annual Double-D Insulator 
Tailgater Extravaganza. This will 
be the first year of what will no 
doubt be a recurring event. Here is 
your chance to say you were at 
the first show! 
 
Springfield, OH. Nov 1st & 2nd  
I have already made Hotel, Car, 
and Airline reservations for the 
Mid-Ohio show in Springfield OH. 
The show is November 1st & 2nd 
(Saturday - Sunday) at the Clark 
County fairgrounds. I hear that 
there are record number of sales 
tables already sold (136 of them) 
and it promises to be another 
great show. I would highly encour-
age anyone who can make it to 
come on out, meet Steve & Lois 
Blair as well as Glenn and Sandra 
Drummond. This will be the 38th 
year of this show! You wonôt be 
disappointed if you go to this 

show.  
 
Just in case you still havenôt 
heard, the 40th NIA national show 
will be at Coralville, IA  July 
10thð12th 2009. This is right on 
Interstate 80 at Exit 242 in Iowa. 

The  sho w 
hosts are: 
Larry & Pat 
Whitlock, Den-
nis & Jeanne 
Weber, and Bill 
& Linda Con-
nell.  
 
This promises 

to be another 
great show that will be centrally 
located. We hope everyone will 
start making plans now. I already 
have my sales table and banquet 
tickets. Itôs not too early to start 
thinking about this as it will sneak 
up on us in a hurry. 
 
On a sad note, I was really sad-
dened by the recent death of 
Galen Howard, I donôt know all of 
the details, but Galen died in an 
auto accident in Oklahoma on his 
way home to Colorado. I knew 
Galen fairly well as he was a regu-
lar attendee at some of the shows 
I also make it to. I have talked to 
him many times and he will be 
missed by a large number of folks 
in our hobby and outside it as well.  
This only proves that none of us 
really knows what's ahead each 
and every day we get out of bed. It 
really is best to enjoy life today. 
Planning for tomorrow is impor-
tant, but donôt let it get in the way 
of todayôs quality time.  
 
Best of luck collecting, 
 
Kevin 
 
Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720 
First Past President  

Just in case you still 
havenôt heard, the 40th 
NIA national show will 

be at Coralville, IA  
July 10th ð12th 2009.   
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2nd PAST PRESIDENT  

I cannot believe that Sandy and I 
missed the National in Portland. I 
havenôt missed a National since I 
had to work during the 1996 
Olympics here in Atlanta. 
 
Life has some twists and turns 
and I got caught up in one of the 
twists of life. On Friday morning of 
the National, while some of you 
were looking for that special piece 
for your collection I was begging 
and pleading to be released from 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Balti-
more, Maryland, after having an 
operation on Wednesday for pros-
tate cancer. I did manage to get 
released that morning. I believe 
the key to getting out was stand-
ing tall and giving a big smile 
when I passed the nursesô station 
on my required walk. Well, it 
worked for me. 
 
The operation was a success, the 
pathology report was excellent 

and Iôm doing well and cancer 
free. All you guys 50 years old 
and older, please donôt forget your 
annual PSA test! 
 
One of the most important things 
in the insulator collecting hobby is 
the ñfamilyò of collectors. You just 
donôt realize the binding friend-
ships that we develop within our 
hobby until you are down and out 
and your hobby family comes to 
your rescue. My hobby family pro-
vided the caring support that I 
needed every step of the way dur-
ing my illness. They provided me 
with guidance, prayers, get well 
cards, and encouraging phone 
calls and emails. All of this aided 
my quick recov-
ery. Our hobby 
is as much 
about friend-
ships as it is 
about collecting 
i n s u l a t o r s . 
Thank you fel-
low collectors 
for your friendship and the support 
given to me when the seas got 
rough! 
 
Congratulations to the new Board 
Members and Committee Chairs. I 
have said it before and Iôll say it 
again that turnover on the Board 
and the Committee Chair posi-
tions is good for our hobby. Turn-
over brings new ideas and some-
times a new direction for our 

hobby to follow. I look forward to 
working with all of you to improve 
our hobby 
 
Kudos and thanks go to Howard 
and Linda Banks and Steve Wat-
kins for a superb National and 
also to John Hovanec, Ken Or-
chard and Ron Barth for a great 
NIA Central Region show. My hat 
goes off to all of you for the hard 
work that went into the planning 
and hosting of these major shows.   
 
I hope that many of you were able 
to take purple insulators to the 
National for Howard Banksô Insu-
lators for Kids program. If you for-
got, Iôm sure Howard would still 

appreciate re-
ceiving dona-
tions of insula-
tors or cash for 
this worthwhile 
program. 
 
Donôt forget to 
take a child to 

the next swap, local show or insu-
lator hunt. They are the future of 
our great hobby. 
 
Iôll see many of you at the Mid-
Ohio Show in Springfield, Ohio on 
November 1, 2008! 
 
Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 
First Past President  
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He will be working hand in hand 
with show hosts to help get the 
word out about upcoming shows. 
Many of us remember when syn-
dicated radio talk show host Paul 
Harvey mentioned the hobby as a 
result of the eBay sale of a CD180 
Fluid Insulator in 2004. This kind 
of publicity you canôt buy! 

I ask everyone to take a look at 
the new Board and Committee 
chairs on the contacts page of this 
newsletter. There are several new 
faces and if you feel you need 
help, they are all there for you. 
 
I am, of course, here for anything 
you need as well. The next show I 
should be at is the Springfield, 
Ohio, show in November. Until 

then, keep looking for those insu-
lators, there are still good ones 
out there. 
 
Bob Stahr, NIA #4186  
President  

(Continued from page 2) 
 

Turnover brings new 
ideas and sometimes a 
new direction for our 

hobby to follow.  


