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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

As our hobby comes of age, some
of our founding members are now

well into their eighties. As Bob
Stahr points out in his article, each
issue seems to mention some-
one’s passing. It is up to you to
inform the NIA of these individuals
so that we can pay tribute to them.
Consider taking the time to write
the tribute yourself and make sure
that you locate a good photo for
posterity.

Two items of note ... be sure to
read Paul Greaves' article on
EC&M mold progression. If you
are a CD 123 enthusiast, compare
your research with his and give
him some useful feedback. Also
take time to read the self-
introduction of our new By-Laws

Chair, Rick Jones.

Since the holidays are approach-
ing, check out the various items
for sale that Carolyn has put to-
gether to promote and support the
NIA. There is something for every-
one.

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934
Information Director
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

As this hobby continues to age
and change, so do the collectors
who are part of it. Too often lately
| have had the misfortune of learn-
ing of yet another long time collec-
tor passing on. This report will be
no exception.

The hobby lost long time west
coast collector Pat Patocka on
August 2, 2008 at the age of 86.
He was a fixture at many insulator
shows from the Ilate 1960’s
through last year, including the
NorCal Auburn show in Northern
California. Pat likely started many
new collectors from that part of the
country, and | am sure many will
remember him. Pat was NIA
President from 1980-1982 and he
and his wife, Shirley, served vari-
ous other NIA capacities over the
years. Pat and Shirley were hon-
ored with the NIA Outstanding
Service award in 1983 and NIA
Lifetime Membership in 1988.

The hobby also lost Don Wentzel
September 26, 2008. Don was 82
years old. He died peacefully at
his home on his 55th wedding an-
niversary. Don was married to his
wife Barbara, and their son, Rich-
ard Wentzel is also a well known
collector of Whitall-Tatum/
Armstrong/Kerr products. Don
started collecting in the early
1960’s and with his late partner
Calvin Cobb Sr., introduced the
miniature commemorative glass

insulators bearing the embossings
“Holly City” and “Wentzel~Cobb.”

In addition to the loss of fellow col-
lectors noted above, a significant
loss of insulators has also recently
occurred. Collector/Dealer Butch
Haltman, while staying at his hotel
for the Albuquerque, NM show,
had his pickup truck stolen from
the hotel parking lot. Included in
the truck was his entire sales
stock, as well as some pieces
from his collection. One of a kind
losses are the CD 181.5
“Spaceman” and the CD 303.5
Hemingray No. 4 Provo. Other,
replaceable losses (albeit expen-
sive ones) include a CD 141.5
“Slim Pin”, CD 140.5 “Cobalt
Blob”, CD 109.5

make sure they talked to everyone
about the show. | look forward to
seeing many of you there.

Speaking of Springfield, how
about the 70 degree November
weather for the show? There was
a good crowd, despite a few of the
regular dealers not attending this
year. | know | picked up some nice
pieces for my collection, as did
about everyone | talked to.

In addition, the NIA was instru-
mental in securing artifacts for a
display at the Springfield show on
the Cadiz Glass Company from
Cadiz, OH. After some convincing
done on my part, the Harrison
County, OH Historical Society al-
lowed NIA

Harloe, CD 165
Fisher and
some CD 206
Castles. It is
likely this truck
was stolen and
taken to Mex-
ico. The insula-

The Haltman theft
brings up another
reason why you should
have your insulators
insured against loss
and breakage.

member  Tom
Nelson to bring
shards and glass
cullet for a dis-
play and com-
parison to actual
insulators. Tom
put together a

tors may never

wonderful dis-

be recovered.

The Haltman theft brings up an-
other reason why you should have
your insulators insured against
loss and breakage. If the insula-
tors ever are recovered, they may
have been severely damaged by
the haste of the criminals. It's a
shame that this has happened, but
it could have happened to any of
us.

On a happier note, next year’s Na-
tional in Coralville, IA on July 10-
12, 2009 is shaping up to be quite
good. Hosts Larry & Pat Whitlock,
Dennis & Jeanne Weber, and Bill
& Linda Connell along with mem-
bers of the Missouri Valley Insula-
tor Club are promoting this show
well. In fact, Larry, Pat, Dennis &
Jeanne were going table to table
at the Springfield, OH show to

play board in-
cluding old patents, advertise-
ments and articles from newspa-
pers and trade journals of the time
mentioning Cadiz and insulator
production. | coordinated several
collectors to bring various exam-
ples of CD 126 dome embossed
PATD, No Name CD 126, and the
base embossed CD 102, 132, &
133.4 PATD pieces. | want to
thank Tom and all who brought
their pieces for the display. You
should keep an eye out for an up-
coming article on the company in
Crown Jewels.

We are still actively looking for
hosts for the 2010 NIA National to
be located in the Eastern Region.
If you have any desire to host a
National, please contact me as

(Continued on page 6)
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1st PAST PRESIDENT

Hello everybody, | hope you are
all doing well and having a great
time collecting. Hopefully all of you
had a nice Thanksgiving and
maybe even had some time off for
insulator hunting.

This past few months have been a
blur for me and unfortunately | am
a day past the submission dead-
line for this very article as | sit here
writing it. Fortunately, our dedi-
cated Information director Arthur
McConnachie is somewhat forgiv-
ing about this.

Since | last wrote | have been to
the Enchantment Insulator Show
and to the Springfield Ohio show. |
really didn’'t have the time, but
some things you just must make
time for. It was well worth going to
both of these shows. The En-
chantment show is fairly close and
| was able to drive. Springfield is a
three day drive each way for me,
so flying was in order.

| rarely miss either of these shows
and | had a great time at both. |
would highly encourage anyone
who can attend any insulator show
to do so. It’s just not the same sit-
ting behind the keyboard all the
time on eBay or ICON. Get out
and meet a few fellow collectors if
you can.

Springfield was well attended this
year despite spanning Halloween

night and ending only a couple of
days before the election. | believe
the number of sales tables was a
little below normal, but the show
hall was very busy, full of tables,
and there were many folks in at-
tendance. Kudos again to Steve
and Lois Blair and Glenn Drum-
mond for another great show.

would be beneficial for both the
NIA and those who wish to sup-
port it. | belong to another club
that is also an Arizona non-profit
corporation that behaves very
similarly to the NIA and they were
able to get this status. The NIA
articles of incorporation, bylaws,
and some information with regard

These guys have

to our educa-

basically  been tional and re-
hosting a national . search activi-
every year. This Regardlng NIA . ties are now in
was the 38th bu_smess,la_lm still the hands of
year for the working on trying to get | ome business
show! 501(c)(3) tax exempt and tax attor-

status. neys to have
Speaking of the I's dotted
shows, another and “T’s

show that has been going on now
for 9 years and will hold it's 10th

annual show is the YUMA show.
This is February 7, 2009
(Saturday) in Yuma, AZ. The

weather has always been great
and is generally 70 degrees or
higher and sunny (in February)
Hopefully some of you will be able
to make it. We generally have at
least 75-100 folks show up.

The details are:  Grand Canyon
State Insulator Club 10th annual
insulator show/tailgater in Yuma,
Arizona on Saturday, February 7,
2009, from 9:00 AM until late after-
noon. Tailgater will be at the River-
side Park which is located next to
the Yuma Territorial Prison. Spe-
cific Directions: Exit Interstate 8 at
the Giss Parkway exit (exit #1,
Yuma Territorial Prison exit). Fol-
low the signs to the Yuma Territo-
rial Prison. There will be signs
posted saying 'GCSIC Picnic'. If
selling insulators please bring ta-
bles or set up in the back of your
truck, no reservations required.
Questions? Contact Roger Nagel
at 623-566-0121.

Regarding NIA business, | am still
working on trying to get 501(c)(3)
tax exempt status for the NIA. This

crossed. It will submitted to the
IRS soon to await a determination.

One benéefit of this status would be
the ability of members and non-
members to make tax deductible
donations of money or property to
the NIA. Even one small collection
donated would double or triple our
present account balance and allow
for more education and research
projects. | know some folks seem
frustrated sometimes at what ap-
pears like very little activity on the
part of the NIA. Sometimes this is
just perception and other times it is
a reality because there simply is
not enough in the NIA coffers to
perform research or tests.

Well | can’t believe that Christmas
and Hanukkah are only 6 weeks or
less away as | write this. These
holidays will only be a few weeks
after you receive this. So Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, or
just happy holidays.

Best of luck collecting,
Kevin

Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720
1st Past President
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Dog gone, if my health hasn’t
caused me to miss my second
large insulator show of the year.
This time it was a 7mm kidney
stone that kept me from attending
the Mid-Ohio Show in Springfield,
Ohio. Ouch!! | believe it is Mike
Guthrie who has been credited
with saying that you can’t get old
and be a sissy. | made mention in
the fall DJIC newsletter that, that
may be correct, but those of you
who have had a kidney stone
know that the old saying should
also apply to anyone who has, or
will have, a kidney stone.

We are very fortunate in our
hobby to have educational Inter-
net websites to keep up with
events and the history of insula-
tors and our hobby. Even though |
missed the National in Portland,
Oregon, and the Mid-Ohio Show
in Springfield, Ohio, | was able to
visit insulator hobby related web-
sites to read about the show
events and see pictures of the at-
tendees, insulators and displays.
It was not exactly like being there
but you have to take what you can
get sometime. What | missed
most by not being at the shows
was the camaraderie with my fel-

W $ied ;;;#

low collectors.

If you are not making use of your
hobby websites to enhance your
collecting experience you are
really missing out on a valuable
aspect of the hobby. The NIA’s
website is www.nia.org . The site
is updated regularly by its web-
master Bob Berry who is the
chairman of the NIA Research
and Education Committee. The
site is chocked full of information
on NIA history, past and current
NIA show events, insulator identi-
fication and insulator history. My
favorites on this site are the
“Insulator Historical Timeline” and
the most recent addition to the
site, “Quick CD and “U” Number
Reference”. A big thanks goes to
Ben Caldwell for this neat applica-
tion for quick references. When
you use this page be sure you
click on the current insulator pic-
ture for more pictures. Thanks
Bob, for the great strides you
have made to grow and improve
this website.

Probably the most widely used
web site for our hobby is
www.insulators.info. The site is
privately owned by its webmaster
Bill Meyer who continually up-
dates the pages. This site is a one
stop shop for most anything re-
lated to insulators. The site is also
the home of Insulator Collectors
On the Net (ICON). The ICON
members share information about
themselves with other collectors.
There is an optional daily mailing
list where the collectors can com-
municate among themselves. My
favorites on the site are every-
thing in the Picture Album, espe-
cially the Picture Poster Gallery

where | find the show pictures
submitted by collectors. You need
to take some time and explore this
site. You'll be glad you did.
Thanks Bill for all the time and
effort you put into your site.

In addition to these two sites we
have the Crown Jewels of the
Wire website at www.cjow.com.
Here you can learn about the
hobby’'s magazine and spend
some time looking back through
the archives and reading old arti-
cles that you may have missed.
Not to be overlooked are the
many collectors’ websites which
contain information about the col-
lector, their collection and many
times advanced information on
their insulator specialty. A link to
many of these can be found in
“The People Connection” section
of www.insulators.info. If you are
not making use of the Internet
segment of our hobby you are
really missing out. You owe it to
yourself to schedule some time to
visit these insulator related web-
sites. They are a very important
part of our hobby. The Internet will
help you become more informed
about the hobby and the insula-
tors you collect.

Don’t forget to take a child to the
next swap, local show or insulator
hunt. They are the future of our
great hobby.

As we approach the holiday sea-
son please remember this is a
time for sharing with and enjoying
your family. | wish each of you a
joyous holiday season.

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085
2nd Past President

Butch Haltman Theft:

http://www.nia.org/special/speciall.htm
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WESTERN REGION VP

With so many insulator events
available in the western region |
decided it was time to go beyond
the events close to home. That
decision made, | chose to travel to
the Albuquerque, New Mexico
show hosted by the Enchantment
Insulator Club in September.
What a great show! Lots of won-
derful people to visit with and both
renew and establish new friend-
ships. A couple of show high-
lights were seeing Tommy Bolack
sing and, as some of the folks re-
member, getting my van bent in
(it's all fixed now) the parking lot.
Tom and Lynda Katonak hosted a
Sunday brunch that was wonder-
ful as well. Tom was showing off
his remodeled insulator room,

now featuring walls of lighted in-
sulator display cases built by
Brian Riecker.

The significant “bummer”, of
course, was the theft of Butch
Haltman’s truck and some ex-
tremely valuable insulators. Every
collector should keep this loss in
mind as they attend future shows,
tailgaters and antique outlets.
Any information that leads to the
recovery of the insulators should
be directed to Butch.

October was the time to travel to
Grand Terrace, California, to take
in the Double-D Insulator Tailgater
Extravaganza hosted by Dwayne
Anthony and Dave LaForge. This
was the first of what is hoped to
be many future gathering for the
Southern California area. The
event was outdoors in a beautiful
private park and picnic area. My
van carried home a heavy load of
pins, brackets and miscellaneous
pole hardware acquired from
Richard Dawson.

The event for November was
closer to home. The 40th Annual
Tulare Collectable Show hosted

by Dave Brown and Bob Mer-
zoian. Bob and his brother, Mark,
did a great job of taking care of
the event while Dave is recovering
from a serious illness. Please
keep Dave and his family in your
prayers. This is always a great pre
-holiday event with plenty of op-
portunity to gather up some great
gifts. This was my first chance to
have a dealer table sell some the
items that have been accumulat-
ing for a while. We gave away
insulators to kids and passed out
several NIA membership bro-
chures.

Now it's time to turn the page to
next years coming events. Yuma
has become an annual event for
me. It's the break out event after
the Iull of winter and insulator
show withdrawal! I'll be looking
forward to seeing everyone who
can make to trip there.

DeeDee and | want to take this
opportunity to wish everyone a
wonderful, happy, and prosperous
holiday season and new year.

Lou Hall, NIA #7185
WESTERN REGION VP
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CENTRAL REGION VP

)

| just returned from the Spring-
field, Ohio, show and what a blast.
The weather was perfect and eve-
ryone had a great time. Jack
Roach and | traveled to Tennes-

see and met up with Dave Justice
for a couple of days of Striped
bass fishing before the show and
as usual Dave caught the biggest
fish - a 26 pounder! We managed
to find gas for $1.94 a gallon
when we pulled into Springfield -
almost half the price of | paid for
gas at the National this year.

The show started at noon on Fri-
day and it was nonstop until Sun-
day. | always look forward to this
show every fall, and this year |
knew that several of the regulars
that made this show so special
would not be with us, but it was
great to see Joanne Beary and

Ellie Dutcher present. | also found
out that Bill Rosato was having
neck surgery right after the show,
so | wish him a speedy recovery
and look forward to our regular
Springfield card game next year!
Linda Connell came down with the
flu on the way to Springfield, so
she and Bill had to turn around, |
am sure they were disappointed
and we missed seeing them.

| wish everyone a very special
holiday season and | look forward
to seeing you next year!

Ross Baird, NIA #1983
CENTRAL REGION VP
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EASTERN REGION VP

How about that National? Every-
thing CD-wise was there. Again,

super show. Now how about
someone trying to out do it! We
are currently seeking bids on the
Eastern 2010 National.

We've been really busy. It seems
I’'m always on the road. Dave Jus-
tice and | were again clocking up
the miles. David and | went to the
Yankee Pole Cat swap picnic up
in Connecticut. It was hosted by
Larry and Mary Jo Emmons at
their Golden Pond Estate. Larry
and Mary Jo have hosted this get-
together for over twenty years
now. That's dedication. It was a
good chance to see some of the
old gang. John and Sheryl Rajpolt
and girls were very kind and in-
vited us to stay the night before.
(John and | have been going to

shows since we were youngsters.)
Just seeing John's collection
'would have been worth the trip,
very advanced. He really open my
eyes to some super rare colored
West Coast glass - in New Eng-
land? And their hospitality was
super. Thanks again, folks! The
attendance was a little light due to
a missed communication. Still the
Simpson gang rolled in. Some of
the first to show Jimmy with body
guards Jeff, Scott, Milo Holland,
Rich Wiesman, Jarl Anderson,
Steve Jones, Greg Burke, Chris
Tella, Peter Persoff, Zacmirecki,
Bill, Jill, and others | should re-
member. Anyway there was some
really good glass bought, sold,
and traded - a pinch groove Cal
helmet, double-dated near clear
mouse, steamship Sherman Til-
lotson, Pennycuicks and some
really hard to find mud. Good peo-
ple, food, fun & insulators. Thanks
to all.

After some time home with my
girls, | was on my way to first an-
nual Berkeley Antique Bottle &
Collectible Show & Sale, Moncks
Corner, South Carolina. Nice
show with plenty of room to grow.
Looks to be a nice fit in the first
half of October. Then the next
week the Raleigh Bottle Club An-
nual Show & sale, Louisburg, NC.

More info: Southeast Bottle Club.

And then Springfield, Ohio always
a favorite. Scott Pahl and I, start
out early Thursday morning, be-
fore the show to do some digging
Friday morning ( even found some
glass this year.) Then off to the
show. It's always great to see
everyone. It's like a big family re-
union get-together. We call it our
second National! Just about
something for everyone: buy, sell,
trade, display, talk insulators, lis-
ten to stories, telling them.
Awards banquet. After we ‘men’
head out to see some educational
films on Vikings & sheep. Baba-
baaa bad. Of course you open-
minded ladies are welcome. Sales
were very good! Trades were
good! Gas @ $2.09 (still crooks).
Hats off to Steve, Lois Blair, and
Glenn ... what's his name? ...
Drummond for another super
show. (What was it? The 37th Mid
-Ohio show, aka Springfield) The
insulator show where everyone
had a great time. The next show
for me will be the Antique Bottle,
Insulator & Pottery Show/Sale in
Greensboro, NC. Hope to see
some of you there.

Doug (Dug) Williams, NIA #1221
Eastern Region VP
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(Continued from page 2)

soon as possible. If we receive no
interest soon the NIA will open up
the bidding to all regions of the
country. If you have a desire to
host a National elsewhere, let me
know, so we can place you on the
alternates list.

The NIA is also still seeking chari-
table organization status 501c(3)
We are targeting a January 1st

completion date pending how long
the government takes to process
our application. | will keep the
membership posted on the status.

| hope to see you soon at one of
the upcoming shows.

Bob Stahr, NIA #4186
President




VOLUME 36 *

NUMBER 2 *

WINTER 2008

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

What a wonderful autumn season
this has been. We had an early
October snow here in Utah, but it
has cleared up and been unsea-
sonably warm since that time. Our
home addition is going well and
the nice weather has really
helped. The upstairs room s
nearly finished and the insulator
room is well under way. The last
few weeks have been very fruitful
in finding go-withs for decorating
the new insulator room. The ex-
citement is building, but it will still
be a few months to completion.

Just after the last newsletter went
out, Jeanne and | drove up to He-
lena, Montana for Ron & Peggy
Yuhas’ and Monte McDowell's
insulator swap meet. It was a
fairly small gathering, but with
some outstanding glass being of-
fered for sale. | picked up a few
very nice additions for my collec-
tion. Ron, Peggy and Monte were
really great hosts. Ron’s collection
offered some great eye candy and
a look at some very rare pieces.
The food was excellent, and as
always, the renewing of friend-
ships was the highlight of the trip.
Jeanne and | also found time to
look around the area and just en-
joy ourselves for a couple of days.

This year's NIA membership re-
newal is going very well. After last
year's record membership level
we have quite the challenge to
match it this year. As of this writ-
ing we have 952 members that

e

are paid up and active for 2009
with a small pile of newly arrived
renewals to process. That is a
great response for this time of
year.

Remember, this will be the last
Drip Points for anyone that does-
n’t have their 2009 dues paid prior
to the next mailing. Your support
of the NIA and the insulator col-
lecting hobby is much appreci-

ated.

| wish each of you a very Merry
Christmas a prosperous New
Year full of great collecting!

Donald Briel, NIA #7218
Membership Director
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From the Treasurer

Jack Roach, NIA #4156, Treasurer

NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCTIATION
2008-2009 FINANCIAL STATEMENT
THREE MONTHS ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2008

Beginning Balance — General Funds §13.574
Museum Exploratory Committee 972
Authentication/E thics Account 2,297
Revenues
Donations
Membership Dues §1,042
Miscellaneous Income 150
Product Sales 3.492
Galen Howard Donations 275
Total Revenues 4,959
General Fund Expenses
Advertising 191
Taxes and Fees
Marketing Product 1.014
Postage 749
Printing 498
Supplies
Educational Expense 54
Crown Jewels Rebate
Drip Points 1,357
Show Advertising Rebate 4?%
National Show Awards
Telephone Expense
Special Projects
Total Expenses 4,341
Closing Balance — General Fund §13.,917
Museum Exploratory Committee 972
Authentication/E thics Account 2,297
Galen Howard Fund 275

Total Balance on Hand September 30, 2008 §17.461
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AUTHENTICATION &
CLASSIFICATION

| have two things worthy of men-
tion for this issue ... the first just
goes to show that something new
can just show up “out of the blue”
when you least expect it. This one
even happened to me personally!
| happened to notice an insulator
that | did not recognize on an on-
line auction site. It was clearly a
large power insulator, similar to a
CD 333 but nine inches

prism. So, surely they didn’'t make
just one of these... there must be
more out there somewhere. Un-
fortunately | don’t have much to
go on other than the fact that it
came from a source in the north-
eastern US. And if anyone out
there happens to have a broken
crown of something like a CD 333
but bigger, please let me know!

The second item to report on re-
lates to my ongoing research into
EC&M production. Over the past
six months or more | have taken
the opportunity to closely examine
every EC&M | can, looking for
mold details and learning as much
as | can. Shows present a great
opportunity to do stuff like this,
with the Portland show being es-
pecially good. (I want to thank
everyone that has let me examine
and sometimes photograph their
table or display items!)

heard (and come up with) a few
possible ideas, but nothing seems
very satisfying. If you have an
idea, I'd love to hear it! In any
case, | have made a few interest-
ing observations concerning the
dot.

The “A” mold has no dot. The
mold was re-worked into the “C”
mold, and when the re-work was
done the dot was added to the
front of the insulator. It appears to
be made by removing some mate-
rial from the mold in a way that
resembles the tip of a drill bit, and
perhaps that is how it was done. It
is somewhat “cone shaped” when
viewed from the side. The dot
tends to be slightly oval in the
horizontal dimension, and upon
careful examination has concen-
tric rings around the center. This
dot shows little or no change as
the mold was used, even as the

in diameter, and with six
braces under the skirt
rather than four. It was
severely damaged, but |
was sufficiently inter-
ested that | bid on it and
won.

Unfortunately, the top
crown was popped off
on this example, proba-
bly from water getting in
it while it was upside
down and freezing. But
there is enough of it pre-
sent to identify it. Turns
out that it is a Knowles
version of a CD 319! As

far as | have been able
to determine, this is the first ex-
ample to show up.

The embossing includes the
Knowles prism and the
‘PATENTED JUNE 17 1890 of-
ten seen on Knowles products.
Color is a very pretty blue. The
picture shows the new insulator
on the left, compared to a CD 333

One thing that has always been a
bit mysterious to me is the pres-
ence of the large glass dot (or but-
ton) on the skirt of most EC&M
insulators. This dot is present on
all mold styles except the “A’
mold. | still have not heard of a
good solid explanation of why the
dot was put there, or what func-
tion it might have served. | have

mold was re-worked to the “D”
mold and on to the end of its use.

The “E” mold had the dot on the
front also. The mold was re-
worked to the “F” mold (when the
upside down embossing was cor-
rected) which left the dot on the
now rear side of the insulator.
This dot is more rounded in cross
section and slightly irregular in
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appearance. When the mold was
further re-worked to create what
we call the “G” mold, the overall
diameter of the insulator was in-
creased enough to significantly
reduce the height of the dot. But
the dot was re-engraved so as to
appear very similar to the “F”
mold. It is somewhat more round
though, with a little of the
“concentric circular” lines seen on
the “C” mold sometimes being
visible. This stays substantially
unchanged as the mold aged to
what we call the “G” mold.

The “B” molds are interesting. The
dot is relatively rounded to irregu-

and as the mold was used this
material gradually wore down
making the dot appear “higher”
and on a pedestal as the mold
aged. | have found examples with
very tight mold lines and crisp em-
bossing (and very well formed
bases) that have the outer circular
“pedestal”’ barely visible and flush
with the overall skirt surface. Ex-
tremely worn molds show a tall
pedestal (or “squared off”) dot in
cross section, and always show
mold wear in other ways such as
heavy raised mold lines and
cruder bases. The two photos
show an early and late example
made in the same “B” mold.

possibly on other very late lines).
Examples from the “Ridge line”
are raised fairly high, but not as
high as the Aurora line examples.
But although | have located nice
examples of the low profile dot
(non-pedestal) “B” molds at
shows, | don’t know where they
came from! So if anyone has ex-
perience of finding examples of
the “B” molds with the low profile
dot style, I'd be very interested to
know when the line they were
used on was built!

The point of all this of course, is to
learn as much as we can and then
apply that knowledge to the

lar, but has a larger diameter cir-
cle surrounding it. This area be-
tween the outer circle and the in-
ner dot is sometimes raised to
various degrees, causing the dot
to sometimes appear on a
“‘pedestal”. After examining many
examples of “B” molds looking at
other indicators of mold wear, |
have come to the conclusion that
the pedestal height is related to
the age of the mold. The dot was
seemingly created in a different
way for these molds, as if a deep
hole was drilled out and then filled
in with a softer material. The dot
was formed in the softer metal,

| bring all this up partly because |
am very interested to know if any-
one has any other evidence to
support or contradict what | am
saying here. If this holds up to
analysis, | think the wear features
of the “B” molds in particular can
be used to approximately date a
given specimen in relation to the
lifetime of the mold. If we can es-
tablish the date of the first “B”
mold usage, it would be useful in
approximately dating other “B”
mold examples. | have estab-
lished that the most extreme
“raised dot” examples were used
on the Aurora, Nevada line (and

evaluation of the other more con-
troversial mold styles.

Paul Greaves, NIA #2685
Authentication & Classification

pgreaves@surewest.net
Tel. 916-797-2214
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BY-LAWS CHAIR
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Bob has appointed me as new
Chair of the By-Laws Committee. |
live in Hamilton, Ohio, about half
way between Dayton and Cincin-
nati. Let me begin by saying that |
love this hobby and | am glad to
be back. My first entry into the
hobby was in 1972. | had just fin-
ished graduate school and | was
married in December 1971. The
summer of ‘71 | had gone to a flea
market in Dayton where | was liv-
ing at the time and saw several
insulators on someone’s table. |

struck up a conversation and
learned that people actually col-
lected them.

Although | was intrigued, and my
summer income came from driv-
ing a junk battery truck, with some
prices as high as $20 on this
fella’s table, | thought I'd never be
able to start collecting. In the sum-
mer of 72 with encouragement
from my new and very supportive
wife, Chris, we dove in. We both
got jobs in a hospital and finally
could afford buying a few here
and there. But then we discovered
two things - accessible poles
along railroad tracks and the
Hemingray dump at Muncie. Now
THAT was a lot of fun. We lived
about an hour and a half from
Muncie. | have several Muncie
stories, but maybe another time.
About that same time we discov-
ered the London Show and met
some great folks over the years.

Anyway, we bought, found, dug,
traded our way to about a thou-
sand pieces. Then in about 1975
we decided to bite the bullet and
specialize in our favorite colors---
cobalt and peacock. In those days
there was quite a range of blues
under just those two names. We

ended up with a nice collection
that we called Exotic Blues - a
name we stole from a 1975 cover
article in Old Bottle Magazine by
Joe Maurath, Jr. (the guy who
puts the great old photos on
ICON). The article was entitled
Exotic Blue Glass Insulators. We
had that collection until 1978
when | sold it and got out of the
hobby for financial reasons.

| came back in 2004, just missing
the Springfield National. | special-
ize in 731s now.

In 1972 | was Information Director
for the NIA. Fred Griffin was presi-
dent. As new By-Laws Chair, Il
do whatever Bob directs. My ex-
perience with By-Laws is pretty
vast since I've been directing non-
profit arts organizations and work-
ing with boards for almost 30
years.

Please look me up if you come to
the Mid-Ohio in November or at
the lowa National in July.

Rick Jones, NIA #201
By-Laws Chair

The National Insulator Association’s
40th Annual Show & Convention

Coralville, lowa

July 10-12th, 2009

Coralville Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
300 East 9th St., Coralville, lowa 97232

Hosts: Larry & Pat Whitlock, Bill & Linda Connell,

and Dennis & Jeanne Weber
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ETHICS CHAIR

| discovered quite quickly in my
role as NIA Ethics Chair that insu-
lator deals can and do go wrong.
It's not a function of the economy,
but | suspect given economic
times we’re in, that collectors
should use a little extra caution in
their dealings. | encourage collec-
tors to first await payment in a

transaction before shipping or al-
lowing goods to exchange hands
unless it is someone you have
done considerable business with
or have an established level of
trust in that relationship.

Too often in our desire to quickly
close a deal, we make a trip to the
Post Office because it's conven-
ient before receiving payment only
to discover that actually getting
paid requires a considerable
amount of effort or there is a con-
siderable delay before payment is
received. Just because you are
familiar with a name or have seen
it on various forums, it may not be
a guarantee of a smooth transac-
tion. | have personally experi-
enced this many times.

Even though I've noticed a bit of
softness in sales & prices of late,
the demand for insulators is still
strong. What sometimes isn’'t as

strong is the ability or willingness
to pay. | am finding that problems
occur when something isn’t paid
for first vs. when an item is paid
for but never received. My track
record through the mail is nearly
perfect and that goes back to the
days when shipping was $3.00 for
each insulator and $1.00 extra for
each additional insulator.

Nothing beats buying something
in person but now that the show
season has quieted down until
next spring, please use caution in
your dealings during these uncer-
tain economic times.

If you have a personal matter
where you believe the NIA Code
of Ethics was violated, | encour-
age you to contact me.

David R. Wiecek, NIA #3225
Ethics Chair

NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA

NOMINATIONS CHAIR

2N

Now that that national elections
are over it is time to concentrate

on the office of Central VP. This
office is available for volunteers
and nominees. Please everyone
in the central region, as well as
throughout the country, think
about someone to nominate for
this position. Get even with your
friends, nominate them!

Seriously though, this is an oppor-
tunity for someone to get into the
business of working for your or-
ganization. This is a great way to
learn the ropes and then move on
to the office of President of the
NIA. That spot will be available in
a couple of years and | know we

will be looking for good candi-
dates. This is also a way to be-
come an integral part of your re-
gion and get to know the people.
This is your opportunity to change
and improve the organization.
Don't just sit there and complain;
get out and run!

Please contact me with any rec-
ommendations, suggestions and
nominations!

Kay Bryant, NIA #4099
Nominations Chair

New mailing or email address?

Update your information online at:

http://www.nia.org/membership/update.htm
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HISTORIAN CHAIR

What’s Normal?

Two collectors were out hunting
insulators one weekend. One of
them was up an abandoned pole
near a road when a funeral pro-
cession drove by and bowed his
head and said a silent prayer. The
other collector on the ground re-
marked, “I didn’t know you were a
religious man?” to which the col-
lector on the pole replied, “Well,
she was a good wife.”

Although this joke was originally
written about two golfers who
found nothing could beat a round
of golf, hard core insulator collec-
tors will testify that they see eve-
rything through the rose-colored
glasses of insulator collecting in-
cluding how a joke written one
way could be rewritten about insu-
lators. For some, this altered vi-
sion even extends to when their
eyes are closed as dreams about
finding insulators are common. In
fact, | had a dream about an idea
for this column only to find upon
waking how silly it was.

| have insulators inside my house
and outside my house. I've heard
of houses made of insulators. |
have insulators at my office and
there always seem to be stray in-
sulators in my truck. Just recently
| read a story about a collector
who had an insulator as a hood
ornament and remarked about
how a lot of people tried to pick it.

As a teacher of public speaking, |
show insulators as a sample
speech using a visual aid. Out-
lines of speeches on the web
page for my course use insulators
to show how to organize the sub-
ject chronologically (with main
points of glass blocks, threadless,
and threaded insulators), by
space (crown, wire groove, skirt of
the insulator), by topic (glass, por-
celain, plastic materials used to
make insulators), and a variety of
others.

Every day as | drive to work, | look
at the same poles that have insu-
lators I'm just waiting to come
down. On old buildings, | look up
the side in the hopes of seeing a
side pin with a threadless on it. If |
see a rack of spools instead, I'm
still happy.

Most of my email is about insula-
tors and | spend a lot of time at
work reading it or searching eBay
for insulators. | look forward to the
Insulator of the Week and save
about half of the emails.

| look forward to the monthly
Crown Jewels of the Wire and
have a subscription for both my

home and office so | can read it
anywhere. | have 5 price guides:
One upstairs in my house, one in
the basement, one at work, one in
the truck, and one in my backpack
that | take to shows. | have three
directors (home, work, truck) so |
can call other collectors easily.

Half of the tee shirts | wear have
insulator insignia on them. When
it gets colder, I'm likely to wear a
long-sleeved NIA shirt or a sweat-
shirt from the Chesapeake Bay
Insulator Club.

Watching TV, | spot insulators on
shelves and poles in the back-
ground. The only show I'll record
a show tells of linemen using heli-
copters to get onto high voltage
lines.

Several years ago | owned a cat
name Tillotson. Just recently, |
had one named Hemingray (Hemi
for short). Currently, one of my
cats is named New Lexington
(Lexi for short).

The last wedding | went to was
Bob Stahr’s. | plan visits to my
parents to coincide with the Mid-
Ohio show. Thus, the last time |
visited my parents was November
1. Of course, | consider that a va-
cation. When | go outside the
country, it is to go to an insulator
swap meet.

And | consider myself to be nor-
mal.

Rick Soller, NIA #2958
Historian

When was the last time you visited?

www.nia.org
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Tribute to Pat Patocka

It comes with great sadness to report that Pat Pa-
tocka passed away August 2, 2008 at the age of
86. He was a long time collector specializing in
western insulators. He was an icon at insulator
shows in Northern California from the late 1960’s
through last year. He is survived by his wife
Shirley, son Mike and
daughter Susi. Send

show last year he was still there, did he ever
leave? Looking at old photos when he was NIA
president from 1980-82 compared to pictures from
last year it's almost like he never aged.

Pat was in the right place at the right time. Many of
the early California insulators were found within
100 miles of his house in Penryn. He collected
many of the good insulators back when they were

first found, insulators

any well-wishes to
Shirley Patocka, c/o
Mike Patocka, 5428
Kingswood Drive, Citrus
Heights, CA 95610. The
following is my tribute to
Pat:

An old white van tooling
down the road with a
bumper sticker that
reads: are we having
fun yet? They were hav-
ing fun. That was Pat
and Shirley Patocka on
their way to a street fair,
swap meet or an insula-
tor show. They were
always having fun, prac-
tically every weekend
as long as | can remem-
ber. They would be set
up one place on Satur-
day and at a different
place Sunday. | think it
was what kept them so
healthy.

Pat and Shirley enjoyed collecting, | think they
lived for it, it kept them alive. Along with insulators
Pat collected fishing stuff, signs, nipper bottles,
coins, yard art ... His greatest pleasure was buy-
ing something for Shirley at every show. He would
disappear from his table for a while and come
back with something. “Do you think Shirley would
like this?” or “Shirley is going to love this” They
were inseparable. They were high school sweet-
hearts, together for seventy years.

When giant winged lizards ruled the earth, Pat
was out hunting insulators, he collected forever. If
you went to a show in 1969, Pat was there, a

you don’t see anymore.
He especially liked west-
ern glass, California
Electric Works, EC&M'’s,
and California insulators.
Not only was he at the
right place at the right
time but he actively col-
lected the good stuff,
instead of just looking at
it like | did. He knew
everybody and was al-
ways wheeling and deal-

ing.

For the last fifteen years
or so Pat and | attended
shows together. He was
always fun to travel with.
You might say | learned
how a person lives to be
healthy in his 80’s. One
morning | picked him up
to go to a show. He met
me with a Bloody Mary,
later he ate an apple frit-
ter and then smoked a cigar, a poster child for
healthy living. My brother and | shared a room with
him at the San Jose National. It was a long action
packed show; about eleven o’clock at night | am
getting ready to go to bed when Pat is calling me a
sissy, “come on, lets go down and have another
drink, their might be some cute gals there.” This
from an eighty year old, he had more energy than
me. He knew how to have fun.

He was one of the true pioneers of the hobby. He
will surely be missed. Especially out west, shows
will always be missing a little something with him
not there.

Dale Huber, NIA 1358
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2008 NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bob Stahr, NIA #4186 President
515 Main St., Unit 403

West Chicago, IL 60185
bob@hemingray.com

Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720 First Past President
1102 West Aster Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85029-2808
602-564-0815

kwjacob@icsaero.com

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 Second Past President
131 Plantation Way, Stockbridge, GA 30281
770-957-9928

pony102@bellsouth.net

Lou Hall, NIA #7185 Western Region VP
363 W Stuart Ave

Fresno, CA 93711

louhall@pacbell.net

Ross Baird, NIA #1983 Central Region VP
8617 Crosswind Dr

Fort Worth, TX 76179

nsulator@aol.com

Doug Williams, NIA #1221 Eastern Region VP
131 Pine Lake Circle SW

Ocean Isle, NC 28469

dwilli69@atmc.net

Arthur McConnachie, NIA #6934
Information Director

10700 Academy Rd NE Apt 2636
Albuquerque, NM 87111
arthur@mcconnachie.com

Donald Briel, NIA #7218 Membership Director
P.O. Box 188, Providence, UT 84332
435-753-5786

Don.Briel@comcast.net

Colin Jung, NIA #7055 Secretary
1544 Norland Dr

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
muddhogg99@hotmail.com

Jack Roach, NIA #4156 Treasurer

8 Tremont Trace, Wimberly, TX 78676
512-847-7302

jackroach@live.com

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Paul Greaves, NIA #2685
Authentication & Classification
8830 Benton Acre Rd

Granite Bay, CA 95746
pgreaves@surewest.net

Gene Hawkins, NIA #421 Awards and Recognition
3847 North Prairie St

Warsaw, IN 46582

gene.hawkins@mchsi.com

Rick Jones, NIA #201 By-Laws
405 Oakwood Dr

Hamilton, OH 45013
threadless@cinci.rr.com

David Wiecek, NIA #3225 Ethics
63 Reinman Rd

Warren, NJ 07059
dwiecek@optonline.net

Rick Soller, NIA #2958 Historian
4086 Blackstone Avenue

Gurnee, IL 60031
com574@cilcillinois.edu

Kay Bryant, NIA #4099 Nominations
8061 SE Helen Terrace

Hobe Sound, FL 33455
donbottlesO5@bellsouth.net

Carolyn Berry, NIA #4336 Product Marketing
1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-2006

pyrex553@aol.com

Jim White, NIA #1127 Promotions
7990 Windcombe Blvd

Indianapolis, IN 46240
indyblanc@aol.com

Bob Berry, NIA #1203 Research & Education
1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-2006

pyrex553@aol.com
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€68 CarDecal 866
® Embroidered T-shirt @
& Glass / Ceramic Mugs &
® Enameled Hat / Lapel Pin @
® Embroidered Baseball Cap
® Embroidered Polo/Golf Shirt @
® Screen-printed Beefy-T t-shirt @
® Foam Drink Koozie (green,red,blue) ]
@ Button-front sport shirt (cream or taupe) @
@ Screen-printed & Embroidered Sweatshirt @
@ Denim Long/Short Sleeved Shirt (blue or ecru) & @4
@ NEW shirt style - Henley “t-shirt” with 3 buttons® '

66‘666666666:::66‘6666‘6666 “.-
66
0

See the last page of this Drip Points for latest order form!
Please visit the NIA website: WWW.NIA.ORG/products for complete
listing
; of items for sale /color photos and an order form. y
® ORDERS NEED TO BE REC’'D by DEC. 19 for Christmas delivery! O

o e e e e e o e o e o o o o S e e s e e e e e e e e e e e o o o e i

‘ If there is an item you don't find, please give me a call with
~ your request.

‘ 1 can order any item/size /color preference, for most
items. :[
Carolyn Berry
Product Marketing Committee
MIA #4336

Happy Holidays to all ......
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Membership Application/Renewal Form

Submit (Pavable to the NIA in U.S. funds) To:

Dues Schedule:

Begular Membership . . . . . . . $12.00
Family Membershup . . . . . . . §12.00
Jumior Membership (under 18) . . . . . 5 500
Club or Organization . . . . . . . $12.00

Check appropnate class: Fegular Faruly Jurior

Check vears of payment:  Single vear Multi-year

Please Print Leoibly

Name

Donald B. Briel
NIA Membership Director

P.0.Box 188
Providence, UT 54332

don.briel @ comecast.net

Club/Org.

NIA # (if renewal)

Address

City

StateProvince

Zip/Postal Code

Country (if non U.S.)

(+4)

Telephone Number

E-Mail Address

Please mclude me in the Annual NIA/Crown Jewels Directory
Pleaze mclude my Telephone Number

Please nclude my E-Mail Address

I would like to receive Dnp Points in the following format

(Check only one choice) (An E-Mail address is required for electronic)

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Paper Electronic

Additional Familvy Members Residing in the Same Household

Name NIA # (if renewal)
1.

2.

3.

4.

Signed

Date Amount Enclosed %
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= Winter 2008-2009 ([N

INsuCajor . INsuCAjor
(A www.nia.org/products (Asssaum
Men's Golf / Polo Shirts or Button-front Sport Shirt Price Quantity Total
NEW COLOR! Lt. Steel gray with navy/gray herringbone trim on collar and cuffs
Color Choice:
Plezse czll or email me for available colors! All with embroidered logo; some with pockets
o, (Size chart on back) §38.00

Lm0 | Ladies” Polo/Golf style shirts - NEW COLOR! -Bimini Blue (nice sky blue!)
o Pleasa call or amail me for availabls colors! All with embroidersd logo {no podssts)
538. 00

( Size chart on back ) Color choice:
Denim Shirt - (*ladies order comparable men's zize, zee chart)
Nicely weighted denim, pre-shnmk cotton -- stonewash blue or ecm; left-side pockst
Embroidered loge 5 M L XL 33300
*5/Bleeve *LBlesve X 3K 53300

T-Shiris - Hanes Heavyweight — 6.1 oz .cotton — Pre-shnmk
Screen-printed logo (fond & back) 5 M L XL (320
X (3
Colors: Stonewash Green, Stonewash Med. Blue, Pebble (sand), Lt. Steel Gray
Embroidered logo (front only!) (**NOTE: [ have a limited number of t-shirts with pocksts, call for details)
S _M_L__ XL _ (520
(*note: pockets, $2.00 additional on all sizes) X (s

Colors: Sand, Golden Yellow, Ecru, Ash Gray, White, Rovyal, Red, Burgundy, Lt. Blue, Lt Steel Gray,
s Stonewash Green

i" O | Crewneck Sweatshirts - Heavy weight — 100 % Cotton/polyester blend — Pre-shnmk
Colors: Burgundy or Lt Steel Gray - Embroidered logo

M_ L XL (525 IX_ 3X_ ($30)

Hooded Sweatshirt . full front zipper/muff pocket/drawstring hood -embroidered loge-

- Color:Lt. SteelGray M __ L_ XL_ (835 2X_ 3X_  (540)
il  Embroidered Cap --low-rise, embroidersd logo ( $16.00)
Circle color choics: Stone Navy bill, Khali / Green bill, or all Denim

M 13 oz Clear Glass Mug with stched NLi Laga §21.50
— . . : .
Ceramic ]r[llg — 10 oz. whita mug with logo $7.00
NOTE: Patch - embroidersd logo / red embroidersd edgs §4.00
All sizes, Koozie™ _ The original beverage Koozie™ fits any standard beer / sodacan / 12 oz. water botte !!
“3;1‘33 ff Silver screened WIAlogo on:NIA blue  red  preem 5130
colorz
shirts are NIA Hat/Lapel Pin —enzmel tack pin with NIA logo §4.00
available by  NIA Decal -- for mside car window §0.50
specizl NIA Name Badge — eneraved; spoxypin back hevalsd edges (fill in form on page 2)
order §13.00
Badge Bar — (i=. NIA position or Local Club) S4.00
Subtotal

TU.5. Postage (see back)
Pagelof 2 Total Enclosed
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MName
MName

MName
MName

Adult /Men's Size Chart:
8 (32-30) M (36-38) L (4042)
XL (44-46) 2X (48-30) X (532-34)

*Ladies Size Chart:
S (28-300 M (32-34) L(36-38) XL (40-42)

*Ladies order comparahle aduli/men’s size for most
shirts. unless specificallv noted as a ladies shirt

**1.5. Postage: 36.00 for the first item & $1.25 for each addifional item ordered.
Postage for Patches, Decals is $0.42. Pins or Name BadgesBars are $0.80 per

item. **for non-US postage, AK & HI and KooZies, or anexact
postase quote, please contact me.

Please make check or money order in U.S. funds
payableto:

National Insulator Association or NI4

Order/ Shipping Information

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Telephone
Email address

Name Badge Fngraving Information (must be a current NI4 member!)

NIA # City State
MNIA # City State
NIA # City State
NIA # City State

Club Bar: (# requested)

Club Bar: (# requested)

Club Bar: (# requested)

Club Bar: (# requested)

Thanks for your support of the NIA !

Contact Information:

Carolyn Berry — 1010 Wren Court, Round Rock, TX 78681 / 512-255-2006 / pyrex353@aol.com

Page2 of 2




