Drir Points
A\ AAAAAAAAAAALS

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE
NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION

INSUL'AJO

ASSOCIATlON YOLUME 15 NUMBER 3 SPRING 1988
&

A MESSAGE TO JUNIOR COLLECTORS

nder NIR memhership rules, those under the age of 18 years are
eligible for dumor Membership, The NIR feels thal junior members are
ann important part of the hobby and has encouraged thewr participation
by offenng reduced dues and having a special award talegory al
National Shows for Jumaor displayers.

I order to encourage more activity by younger collectors, DRIP POINTS
is offering a new columm. Beqinming unth the June 1938 issue, ORIP
POINTS unll fist the names and addresses of any Junior NIR member who
s wnterested n corresponding and trading uith other Jumor members.
Ali that you need to do ts send in your name and address along unth your
NIR membership number and we will print them in the nexl DRIP POINTS.
The rest is up to you...to wnite and get to know others in your age qroup
whao share your inlerests. 11 you want your name printed for others 1o
see send the above information to Mike Guthrie, NIR information
Director. 35816 Bonadelle Aue., Madera, (A 93639,

00 YOU HAUE ANY SUGGESTIONS 77277

funny thing abou! hobby orgamzations...a few folks try o make 1
warthwhie tor everyone it frequently there s no communication
between membership and the ieadership. Now, we would hike to think
this i1s because everyone just ioves the way things are. We betieus 1hat
this is not necessariiy the tase. The problem s that it is a rare day
when anyone on the Board ol Directors recewes any type of
torrespundence from amny member. We want your suggestions uvn how
the MR can umprove s rale w the habby. (f you have andea send if o
ahy imember of the Board histed in the back ot this issue, Thanks !
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“MESSAGES"

FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Dear Insulator Collectors and NIR Members.

| addressed this letter with NI members hsted secand becavse
non-NiR insulater collectors oul- number N IR members by TWO T0 ONE,
Not 1o impty that NIR members are secand class citizens this month, |
merely wanted to point put to the non- members in the ranks that the
NI has known Tor some time thal we have had problems atiracting and
keeping our membership and that we D0 want your membership
suppart!

The NIfl is 1n a curigus position. Despite the boom in the hobby ouver the
past couple of years, we actually have stagnation in terms of NIA
membership. 1t is apparent that Crown Jewels is still the main drive of
many collectors and a subscription to Cd is a must for every serious
insulator collector. The need for insulator collectors to support their
own “National/International Hobby Support Organization” is also very
impartant since the NI works hand in hand with Show Hosts, Crown
Jewels, and the collecting public at large in the promotion of the hobby
and the shows and exhibits of its members. The NIA must react to its
members’' needs and unshes and, as a8 “not for prafit orgamzation, mus’
be respansible for its incomes and expenditures,

This letter is not meant to be @ desperate plea for funds ; rather, it is
intended to convince the many collectors who are not NIA members that
the NIH is a very necessary arganization and that we desire your neus
and continued memhership not only for necessary financial suppart but
for input into the arganizatian from you to assist the NIt in developing
and meeling ab jectives which improve the hobhy. The more members
we have and the more who contribute their talents to the hobby and the
NIR, the mare successful both unll he.

Last year | made a pitch for some educatronal proygrams o be donaisd
{o the NIA (or sharing with local tiubs, hibranies and individuals who
would like 1o share knowledge about insulaters with others. | am
pieased 1o announce that we have receeed our first coninbution, The
NI now has a shde and audio cassetie presentation on Porcelam
tnsulators aualabie ta ils membership ar 1o local dlubs. Many. many
thanks 10 Rotiert Reyburn of Untarig. Lalifurnia Tor tus geneious
contribution to the NiR!




Finally, this will be the jast issue af Onip Points before both the tastern
and Western Regional NIA Showrs. | untl be attending the Nashuiile
tastern Hegianal Shouwt an Marth 26 & Z/. [his unlibe an esciting shou
for the N since it marks the first NIA sanctioned show in the state ai
iennessee. e are looking foruard to expanding the hobby in the
Southeast!

I will be unable to attend the Wesiern Regional Show in Enumdclaw, Wa.
this year which is hosted by Yilet and Andy Brown and Jeanne Bridges.
White it seems like | am al every show i the country, it just s not
always possible.

Until Nashuille, keep up the "good collecting!”

See y all in Houston!

Keuin L awiess
PP RPRR TSR

FROM THE ERECUTIUE DIRECTOR:

Well the Eastern Regional in Nashville is only a few weeks away and !
am slarting to get really excited. If all goes according lo plan, | unll be
able to attend what is building up to be a great show, and well worth
the 1300 mile drive there. | hope any of you who can attend will do so,
noti only this regional but any insulator show in your area.

There are less than five months before this year's National! The 1989
Regional and Nalional show hosts and sites are traditionally announced
at the National. Many of you have been collecling and/or dealing in
insulators for many years. Won't you submit a hid 1o host a show n
19897 The NIA will provide support data to help ensure your show is a
success. | you are a former host, your previous experience will make
things much easier this time around. So drop me a fine and let's see it
we can help you.

insulator traffic has been pretly siow up here during the winter months
bui is bound to pick up as soon as that snow melts. Grounders can
usually be easily seen at this time of year and digging is much more
enjoyable without the heat or bugs. Thereis still lols of good glass out
there, so (et 5 getl looking.

Enc Halpin, * 2768 /&/00



FROM THt CeNTRAL REGION LICE-PRESIDENT:

tpring will soon be upon us and the busy show season witl be starting
again. Lve talked to seperat ot the Central Region apeoming shonr busts
and the near future seems very bnght indeed,

The 9th annual Dmaha, Nebraska Show, April 30-Mayl. hias bewei moved
tn a differant facility thes year with new show hosis - Rl Perng and Ken
Stubbie. 've Laiked to Rl and Ken dand they appear (o have the makimigs
of a greal show. By the way, | want tu thank Paul and Larol lekes o1
all the wark they have done guer the years hosting ail ol the previous
Omaha shows, fwice as The VAR Central Aegional. The MULE has been
isokng tnlo purchasing club patihes and these may be available ai s
year s show,

H iittle later, an June 3 and 4. unit be the Lollec tars duhitee v S,
Charies, 1L, The show unil egain be held et the flunhem tnn and, a3
before, uill be sharing the weekend with the famous Kane Lounty fea
Markel. You won't want to miss this one.

Hut, hetore these shouws, | would hke to remind all of you in the (entral
Hegion of another nearby show that uill be coming up seon--the NiH
Eastern Regional. This years' shour unll be i a great location for both
fastern and Central 1.8, collectors--Nashuille, IN. Hemng this far west
puts it within traveling range far much of the country. The show unil be
al the fennessee State Fairgrounds and unll coincide with the Nashulie
Flea Market. | encourage all of you to attend.

fifter all of this, what more could you want? Well, hour about the
higgest event of them ail--the NIl Aational in Houston.IH July 22 24,

! m sure the three show hasts will have lots to tell you about this one in
Crown Jdewels from now "t July.

Please try 1o attend as many shows as you tan--they're educational

atid great fun. {1l be there--hope to see you all there foo. | tan hardly
wand for showtime...” the future’s so bright, | gotta wear shades...”

42474{} /%///(/
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FROM THE ERSTERN REGION UICE-PRESIDENT:

! hope everyene was ahie o hape 4 mee, healthip hobiday seassn. ihe
new yeat alteady looks very prownsig tor nsulators untho some super
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shows pianned argund the country and especially here n the Last. |
cuntinue to urge oll cotiectors to attend at feast one shouw His year.
support the hobby while meeting some yreal peaple.

The tastern Requun surs has iy share of new subscnibers o Crown
Jewels. | have wnitee e several of you and have enjoyed your rephies,
fhis s an openainoitation 1o anyone inlerested in hobbsy wmfarmation ..atl
ou have 1a do s ask! Winnte te myself or to any of the NIR people tsled
dr ties newstettier, John de Souzg iy now the NIA memberstip
tommities chawmat and s o super guy glways wilhing to help out.

it 1 had 1o describe the idealugy of the insulator hobby i one word |
would say...fnendship. {1 s been very important to me and hope thal
many ot you teel the same way. When you have some free time, uirite
to a new «ollector who hiwes near o you and weltome them 1o the
by, You just mught get a qood fuend for your efford,

Also umportant to me s the active continuation of the hobly, My
mterest i nsulators started in the early 1970's and | rave seen both
the big shows and the quiel tmes. Everything 1s going strong nigh! now
and to help keep it that way { wil be hosting my Tirsi show on
Seplember 17, 1988, {1 unil be in southeasiern New York at the
Milibrook Fire House in Miltbrook. This will be the first insulator show
ever {o be held in Dutchess County. Come see us | Millbrook 1s a very
attive Antiques Center with dozens of shops within three blocks of the
show site. There are nuimerous restauranis nearby and a beauliful park
right across the street. Bring you family ! Millbrook s easily accessibie
from the Tatomc Statle Parkway and other state highways., The
firehouse 1s a beautiful building with excellent ighting, awr condiioning,
smuoke eaters, and a large parking fol. Food unii be avaitable throughout
the show. More specific details unl! be available soon bul mark your
ralendars now

Right araund the corner s this years tastern Requonal i Nashuilie. Tn.
Hosts Cordell and Sally Sith will be sharing their southern hospitahiy”
with all in attendance. Many actnuties are available nearby for all
interests so piease write the Smiths for more detaisis.

Keep an eye on the calendar in (rown deawels far ather shows in gour
area. | uill be talking ahout the Hugust show in New Jersey nedt issue,
lton tlet the guiet times get to you, take advantage ot the big shouws,
please dan t take them far granted.

Hope to see you in 19841

“\ER



FROM THE WESTERN REGION DICE-PRESIDENT:

Greetlings !

The Western Hegion closed out the old year with the successful 4%er
Hist. Bottie Hssn. Show in Auburn in December. Insulator collectors were
well represented at both sales tables and displays. Sleve Marsh was
awarded 1he N LA, ribbon. and Mike Guihrie took home the Crown
Jewels award. All of the insulatar displays, as well as a ighining rod
and ball display entered by a bottle collector, were really eye-catching
and interesting !

The first show of the new year was the Central Counties Insulator (lub
show at Morro Bay, Ca. on feb.6, hosted by Sid and Isabel Marques. The
deadline for this report is also prior to the Las llegas Hottle Shouw an
feb. 27 & 28, but histonically 1t has drawn some insulalor
"heavy-weights  from the Central Hegion. The Chico Bottie Shout is
scheduled for March 12 & 13, and this has always been good huniing
ground for insuiator collectors.

On May 14 & 15 we are looking foward to the 1986 Western Hegional
Shout 10 Enumclaur, Wa. hosted by Andy and I Brown. Be sure to note
the new dates, which are later in the moanth than usual for this show.

The Heno Bottle Show, usually held in June, has heen cancelled this year
because the National Bottle Shouw is being held in Las Ulegas on July 7, 8,
9, & 10. This show is being presented as A Celebration of American
Glass®, The 1984 Antique Bottie-Jar-Insulator Expasition. With planned
400 sales tables, it sounds awesome!

Gary and Doreen Reed of Naramata, British Columbia, are planning an
Insulator, Battle, and Collectible Show and Sale at Chute Lake Resort an
dune 18 and 19. They attended last fali's Tailgate Show n Cle Hum, Wa.
and are realhy enthused about getting something gomg up in thewr area.
Yau can cantact them at Chute Lake Hesort/A.R. 1,5 16, - 16/Naramata,
B.C./1OH INO.

There is nothing like an upcoming show to get the old enthusiasm
bubhbling and ! hope there is one sumepiace in your area saon. Have you
thaught ahout hosting a small one yourself? He sure and let me know
about any ciub doings, tail-gating, shows or finds that you are involved
in!

<O C o2
Heaps of Happy Lollec ting! ) XAA(\;_ 3 cxtoc-QfA4\\_‘



FROM THE SECOND PAST PRESIDENT:

Have you circled July 22-24, 1988 on your calendar 7 Have you sent for
your information packels 7 Don{iook now, bul the Nalional Show is
coming on like a Treight train and we're bustin’ our britches Lo see thal
il's one of the best shows yet | See “Calendar” section of this issue of
CROWN JEWELS Tor details.

Since many af you have shivered through a cold uinter, we know you re
looking forward te the warmer weather down south this summer. But 1f
you are worried about 1t being too warm, den 1! We actually recommend
that you pack a sweater berause Texans think big and we sometimes
tend to overdo on airconditioning. But we promise to fone it down so it
won't snow in the Exhibit Hall. Does that put your mind at ease?

If you plan to drive to the Show, Houston is easy to find, and our
Convention Headquarters, the Adam's Mark Hotel, unil iet you, as a hotel
guest, park your Rolis Royce, your pick-up, your harse, or your bicycle
absolutely free! Both Amtrak and breyhound Bus Lines can also see that
you get here. Andif youre fliying, the Hotel has shutile service to both
of Houstan's airparts intercontinental and Whiliam P. Hohby.

This year, NIA Day will have a special added feature for members. tach
hour, hy turns, you may come to the microphone and specify which
insulatoris} you are most looking for and any dealer/collector who can
fill your arder unil then be able to contact you. He probabiy had it under
the table or you missed it in making your rounds of the Exhibit Hall.
(harlie Allmon has volunteeered to take charge of this effort, and
remember, this 1s only for NIA Day on Friday.

Best of all, try to think which well known collector hasnt been to a
National in years and years even though folks keep asking for him.
iiell, he's coming this time for sure and we have it inwriting! Can you
gquess ¢

ile re looking forward to seeing all of you so let us hear from you !
Marilyn Albers, Jdohn Hall, and Eiton Gish /" /}’7’\
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN:

Hoyou haven t renewed your memberstup tor e peiod of Aprd 1, 1989
thwaugh March 31, 1989, piease use the tormon fing Pomis and reneq
nopur. Renewing early wil heip us hetter glan our Tingnoes tar the new
year and keepn gur filles up to dale Betgre the 19348 Nationdl Show,
Reaeiing now will slmunate those fong ines at the Registration Table
(in NiR day at the vational washng valuabie i wing b could he speat
i the show. L wtll also save time and money ' sending repswal
notices duning a period where the SRS trgmng Lo kees costs down,

fluring the fiscal year 1987 BE the VIR had 988 famity anit imdintual
members, 1 /3 of which wrere new. We welcame all neur memhers to
the NIH and te the hobby, ™My objectires for the 1988 84 ficral year are
to increase the total membership and imprope the efficiency af the
membersiup rommitiee whie supporting and cantributing to the growth
of the habby. I'm going to need pienty of heip and need volunteers fo
reach every show and pass the NIH message. |f you tan quee a little of
your time, please let me know. | prefer to get the total membership
invalved rathes than to rely on just a few committee members 1o do
the waork.

Happy new year and good colier ting,

A

Jutin BeSousa, 5 Brownstone Rd., L. branby. (1 U606

A 2 2 2 2 A A A 2 2 2 2

FROM THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE CHRIRMAN:

fis at the muddle of January 1984, only ane persan has contirmed fus
wlerest in runming for the posithion of ( enfral Begion thice Presdent and
e sl have no persons interested o runmng tor the Fresident s
posttion. By the time the membership reads this letter in eatly March,
anly stk weeks remain fo gel atettor ot mruducbivn to me ty plate w
Hee man oot ol patiols 1o SR wembiers utho uedt He vobg g the

o amng elechions, L oe noted oy gas? Sien g bades g e Pointy the
upotlante of hoth ot these posthions sot you are derested o
supporting the ST B seroiig 1o g sledted posihion piease do!



Last years vice preswdent s posihon i the estern Regqion had three
tandidatles makmg the election very miereshing. (1 would be nice tg
fiave multiple candidates tor sach of the positions whict are speo s
year. H there are any of you who have inferest in running but aren
sure of what s wnvotved, please send me a letter so that | can inform
Jyou as 1o the duties of the affice you are interesied in. | woulid be

fappiy to answer any questions wiich may hielp you make a decision,

Be an attive gar! of your NIA, run for office !

fooe

- - Lol L ) Lige a & Py - 00 = IE o
Ruzs Hughes, ZS€0 S vrain St Denver  CO 80013

NELY NITR NAME TRGS i

MIKE GUTHRIE
NIA # 3297
Madera, CA

The abouve sample 1s an actual size NIA name tag
which is now available from Director of Marketing
Jackie Linscott. The tag is made of hard plastic with a
pin on the back for attachment to clothing. To order,
write dackie at 3557 Niicklaus Dr., Titusville, FL 32780.
Order nour in time for the upcoming show season !
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DISCOVERIES

in December of 1987 | was going down to Southern Colurado on a irip
to ook at a small insulator collection which was for sale. | decided 1o
take some of the small county and dirt roads rather than the Intersiate
to see what kind af exploring and discovering they might affer to hven
up the tnip.

| tound a tew old abandoned mines bul after searching through several
{ was unable to locate anylhing of interest. Quring the journey,
however, | tame across a number of downed poles unth what appeared
to be some aqua lolls. Upon toser inspection | Tound a Tew Am. Tel,
tolls. Further down the hne | found fragments of aqua A.Lood and
W.F.G. tolls. ~ot knounng what might be in the collection | was enroute
to inspecl, | decded to move on. §marked the e iotalion o my map
1o permil further inspection on the trip home.

The colieciion was somewhat of a bust, consisting of ciear Hemi-42's
and similarly rare” items. On the way home | decided fo return 1o the
area where the tolls were seen to try 1o salvags something of the trip.

| drove about 5-6 miles from where | started and upon looking across a
field the poles headed away from the road and were mustiy still
standing. | parked the car and walked across the field toward the
poles. The poles had one arm per pole with 6 pins per arm. The wires
were mosily gone on poles so short that | could jump up and reach the
arms. After walking about 2 miles | had picked up from 100-150 €012t
in WFG and R.Good. The Lood's were aqua and bluish aqua and the WFL's
were in steel blue and all wers in pretty good shape contrary to those |
first found. With my binoculars | could see the hne winding into a
couple of nidges Tor some distance yei. There were probably hundreds
of tolis left on the iead but a few snowflakes ted me 1o beheve that the
best move would be 1o return hame and come back on a betier day lo
see whal secrels the rest of the (ne may hoid.

Quring 1he several hours | was in the hills | saw a number vt witd sheep
and coyotes making the walk even more interesling.

This experience, although noi revealing any insulators of great value,
shuws that there are still remote areas which can yield nol only
insulalars but a pleasurable nature expenence as well. Give it atrym
your area, there are stili lols of insulalors left to be discovered.

Russ Hughes, Oenver folorado
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1988 NIR NATIONAL & REGIONAL SHOWS

MARCH 26 & 27 EASTERN REGTONAL SHOW!
NASHUILLE, TN, Hosted by Sally and Cordell Smith. Jr.

«+«NOTENLWDATE:***

MAY 146 I SWESTEAN REGIONAL SHOW
ENUMCLAL, WA, Hosted by Ui & Andy Brown and
JeanneBridges.

JULY 22.23 & 24 CENTRAL REGION NATIONALSHOLW
HOUSTON, TH. Hosted by Marilyn Albers, John Hall.
and Elton Gish

ol o el

1987-88 NIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kevin Lawless, President (518) 355-5688
41 Crestwood Drive, Schenectady N.Y. 12306

Eric Halpin, Executive Director (807) 622-7583
1411 Murray Ave., Thunder Bay, Ont. Canada, P7E SA7V

Michael Guthrie, Information Director {(209) 645-0120
35816 Bonadelle Ave. Madera, Ca 93638

Rod Krupka, Treasurer (313) 627-6351
2615 Echo Lane, Ortonville, Mi 48462

Dennis Weber, Central Region Yice President (816) 364-1312
3609 Jackson, St. Joseph, Mo 64507

Jeffrey McCurty, Eastern Region Yice President (914) 677-9917
P.0. Box 808, Millbrook, HY 12545

Shirley Patocka, Western Region Vice President (916) 663-3681
P.0. Box 326, Penryn, Ca 95663

Michael Bruner, First Past President (313) 661-2359
6980 Yalnut Lake Rd., Yest Bloomfield, Mi 48033

Marilyn Albers, Second Past President (713) 497-4146
14715 Oak Bend Dr_, Houston, Tx 77079
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N:lml"‘h
N.I.A. MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION InsucAfow

A»uuu-

The f15c3) year for rmemberchipn Juss starts &pe 1 and ends Mar 21

The current dues arnounts for vwarious mer hershin Cigsses are

$8 00 adult 'Pegular mndividual membershp

$3 00 Farraly L This type of membershipo s Tor ane voting adult
and other family members at the same address
Enclose an additonal $1 00 for each family
member who wishes voting privileges.]

$4 00 Junior {Under 18 years of age!

Make checks payable to “Natwonal insulator Asseciation” and send
to: N.L.A.cfo SBrownstone Rd., E. Granby, CT 08026,

Each member wha 13 not a subseriber to the magazine "Crown
Jdewels of the Wire" will receive a copy of the October 1ssue which is
the subscriber directary of the names and addresses of all NIA
members. Each member household will receive, as part of thewr
membership, a coupon goad for $2.00 off the regular subscription
price of "Crown Jewels™ magazine.

New members , upon payment of dues, are immediately entitied to
all membership privileges. Members receive all NIA mailings including
the quarterly newsletter , membership directory , and rnembership
handbook . Family members do not receive duplicates of these items at
the same address but will receive individual membership cards

Current membership entitles the member to display and/or
purchase 3 sales table at Ni& Natienal Conventions and permits
admittance to the show on the first day of the National, which is
himited to NiA members.

| Cwe) apply for () Mew () Penewal Meraberzhips n the
National Insulator &zzociation,

M AME Ml ®
STREET PHONE
CITY STATE zip GATE

inciude narnes and Niha #'z of all famitly rmemper:.
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