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♦     From the President ... Tom Katonak 
♦     From the First Past President ... Steve Marks 
♦     Regional Reports... Howard Banks, Ed Peters, Ken Willick  
♦     From the Nominations Chair... Jack Roach 
♦     From the Secretary … Robert Stahr 
♦     Candidate Bio Information … Larry Novack, Dudley Ellis 
♦     Historian Note... Rick Soller 
♦     From the Authentication & Classification Committee … John McDougald 
♦     From the promotions Chair …. Bob Merzoian 
♦     From the Awards and Recognition Committee … Bill Meier 
♦     Altered Insulators Report … Dwayne Anthony 
♦     Financial Report ... Dudley Ellis 
♦     A letter to the Editor … Lee Brewer 
♦     Product Marketing …Carolyn Berry 
♦     Membership Director …Joe Beres 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Hello everyone. To my knowledge, 
this is the largest edition of the 
Drip Points ever.  It’s certainly the 
largest one I have put together. 
There is a lot of great information 
as always, including announce-
ments on the new Eastern Region 
VP and the new NIA President.  
 
Jack Roach has more on this and 

there are Bio sheets on the two 
folks who were candidates in-
cluded in this edition.  Before you 
get upset that you missed an elec-
tion or didn’t get a chance to vote, 
both these candidates ran unop-
posed and therefore they win by  
acclamation and the voting proc-
ess is not necessary    
 
On a different note,  there is a lot 
of good information from Dwayne 
Anthony on Altered Insulators and 
some corresponding photos in the 
Color Insert. Everyone should 
read this to become more aware 
of what is going on and to keep 
from wasting your hard earned 
dollars on altered garbage.   
 
I was at the Quartzsite Arizona 
gathering twice this year. For 
those of you that don’t know about 
this, it is probably the worlds larg-
est park-and-swap that runs for 

about 2 months every year. I be-
lieve it was originally started as a 
Gem and Mineral show, and that 
part of it still survives, but you can 
buy most anything else there as 
well.  
 
This includes plenty of nuked pur-
ple insulators.  Unfortunately, of all 
of the insulators I saw in purple, I 
cannot say for sure that any were 
real.  I do know I saw a lot of gar-
bage that I might have fallen for in 
my earlier collecting days, so 
buyer beware and buyer be edu-
cated. On the plus side, other real 
insulators show up there as well. 
This includes an EC&M a couple 
of years ago, one of the real ones 
at that !  
 
Kevin Jacobson,  NIA #6720 
Information Director 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE    
PRESIDENT 

A hearty "hello" out there to all you 
NIA members!  I sure hope spring 
isn't far away!  It's been pretty dis-
mal for insulator hunting around 
the country with all this wintry 
weather!  I guess it's a good time 
to catalog insulators and get stuff 
ready for the many upcoming 
shows this spring and summer. 
 
Speaking of shows, we have been 
making progress in the selection 
of upcoming Regional and Na-
tional shows.  The 2004 Eastern 
National is well on track for New 
Kensington, PA on July 23-25th.  
And we are expecting bids shortly 
for the 2005 36th NIA Convention 
to be held in the West. On the 
2004 Regional Show front, we 
have selected the bid from Mike 
Green for the Western Regional, 
to be held in Denver Colorado, 
August 27 – 29, 2004.  Mike has 
secured a great venue at the Den-
ver Marriott Southeast and table 
sales are moving along briskly.  
For detailed information, go to 
http://home.earthlink.net/~n2glass/
NIA2004.htm.  Be sure to check 
out the schedule of events: This 
looks like it's going to be a great 
show!  We still don't have any bids 
yet from the Central Region for a 
2004 event, so here's an opportu-
nity for clubs in the CR to come up 
with an event to be proud of. Con-
tact CR Vice President Ed Peters 

and discuss your ideas.  Further 
down the pike, we have a couple 
of folks working possibilities for the 
2006 Central National. 
 
Now to the "theme topic" for this 
issue.  Over the past couple of 
years, the NIA has been putting a 
lot of attention on imitation insula-
tors…particularly the fake repro-
ductions that have appeared on 
the West Coast.  We're happy to 
report that, as a result of our pub-
licity, the sales of these items 
have essentially ceased.  We turn 
our attention in this issue to a 
more difficult area of fraudulent 
activity – the continued spread of 
altered insulators. 
 
First some definitions.  Altered in-
sulators are original pieces that 
have been intentionally changed 
from their originally manufactured 
condition. Such changes can be 
due to mechanical alterations, 
heating effects, painting or dying, 
reglazing for porcelain insulators, 
non-factory carnival coating, and 
irradiation.  The NIA has deemed 
all such 
items to be 
objectionable 
to the best 
interests of 
the hobby.  
D e f i n i t i o n 
details may 
be found in 
the Code of 
Ethics sec-
tion of the 
NIA Handbook. 
 
All of these alteration processes 
have been around for years. 
Probably the earliest alterations 
were mechanical in nature and 
consisted of grinding/polishing to 
change the embossing, and cut-
ting/re-gluing to modify the 
shapes.  Examples date back to 
the late '60s.  Not far behind were 
the color changes in insulators 
brought about by heat-treating.  

Particularly notorious examples 
are the WGM pieces that have 
turned a deep burgundy and the 
purple Californias that have been 
altered to yellow through this heat 
treating process. Reglazed porce-
lain insulators were also known as 
early as the mid-70's.  The proc-
ess involves the application of 
standard ceramic glazes to exist-
ing pieces that are then re-fired in 
a kiln.  This can produce glazes of 
high quality, which are difficult to 
discern as non-authentic. 
 
The painting or dying of insulators 
is also not a new phenomenon.  I 
can recall seeing beautiful red col-
ored Pyrex 128s when I first got 
into the hobby in the early '80s, 
and I can remember the fake car-
nival glass from the same era.  Of 
major concern in this area is that 
stained insulators have become 
markedly more prevalent over the 
past two years, with dozens being 
offered for sale on eBay.  The 
craze seems to have caught on as 
there are now around eight people 
making these things and auction-

ing them 
( i n c l u d i n g 
one guy right 
here in my 
hometown of 
A l b u q u e r -
que!)  The 
bad news on 
these things 
is that many 
of these new 

pieces are col-
ored extremely well, and the stain 
is baked on in such a manner that 
they do not yield to the standard 
"scratch test".  One would think 
that such a thing as a stained in-
sulator could fool nobody, particu-
larly when the colors are so outra-
geous!  Not necessarily so: Last 
year a collector in Colorado pur-
chased a golden amber 143 Can-
Pac from a British Columbia eBay 
dealer for $350 dollars and was 

(Continued on page 3) 

On the 2004 Regional 
Show front, we have 

selected the bid from Mike 
Green for the Western 
Regional, to be held in 

Denver Colorado,  
August 27 – 29, 2004.   
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unaware that it was bogus until I 
showed him.  The good news 
about the stained stuff is that the 
eBay sales have dropped off dra-
matically in the past few months.  
It can't be long before the 
"stainers" give it up if there's not a 
profit to be made.  Having said 
that though, the dozens of pieces 
that have been sold will be around 
to haunt the hobby for years to 
come. 
 
Finally, let me mention the situa-
tion with irradiated insulators.  
Again, this is an old idea that has 
become much more of a threat in 
the past few years.  The brownish 
amber CD 155s were some of the 
early "nukes" in the hobby, as well 
as the sapphire blue CD 145 
Postals and the indigo blue CD 
162.4 1678s, all done in the 
1970s.  Early sources of the color-
changing gamma radiation were 
thought to be at one or more of the 
National Laboratories.  In more 
modern times however, since 
commercial fruit and vegetable 
growers have accelerated the use 
of radiation devices to kill patho-
gens on fruits and vegetables, 
there has been a ready source of 
gamma radiation to discolor insu-
lators, bottles and other glass-
ware.  Color changes due to radia-
tion is one of the areas where the 
NIA has concentrated our efforts 
and we've methodically performed 
experiments on quite a number of 
pieces.  Our rotating display on 
altered colors in glass insulators 
has now been seen at nearly 30 
shows over the past five years. 
 
Two NIA members in particular 
have been extremely proactive in 
educating the hobby about altered 
insulators.  In the late 1980s, Mike 
Guthrie produced a booklet enti-
tled "A Handbook for the Recogni-
tion and Identification of Fake, Al-
tered and Repaired Insulators".  
Later, this was republished with 

color photographs as part of a 
Crown Jewels issue.  Dwayne An-
thony followed this up some years 
later with a major article called 
"Fake and Altered Insulators, Arti-
ficially Induced Colors".  Both of 
these documents have been major 
educational source for the hobby.  
If you've never seen them, or 
haven't reviewed in a while, you 
will find them both on our website, 
"nia.org".  Dwayne Anthony con-
tinues to head up the NIA re-
search effort on altered glass. 
 
In this issue, Dwayne Anthony up-
dates the subject of artificially in-
duced colors with some new color 
photographs of more recently ac-
quired specimens.  In addition, 
First Past President, Steve Marks 
demonstrates why it's a bad idea 
to buy altered glass for our collec-
tions.  And finally, John McDou-
gald, Chairman of the Authentica-
tion and Classification Committee 
gives us an update on some of our 
authentication research activities.  
 
Fortunately, our education pro-
gram seems to be working – at 
least within the NIA.  We have had 
relatively few cases of NIA mem-
bers being "burned" by altered in-
sulators.  The majority of problems 
tend to be with non-NIA collectors 
purchasing stuff on the Internet 
sites without doing any homework 
first. 
 
Having said all this, the perplexing 
problem of actually proving that an 
insulator has been altered due to 
heat or radiation is still with us.  
There are still many cases where 
we just have to say, "this piece is 
suspect, but we don't know for 
sure".  This makes it quite difficult 
to go after those dealers commit-
ting fraud by intentionally selling 
altered insulators as authentic 
pieces. We continue our efforts in 
this area, but we still have a lot of 
work to do. 

 
In the meantime, what can you 
do?  First, brush up on the mate-
rial we have on the NIA web-
site…and tell your friends about it!  
Help out our education efforts!  
And when you see that beautifully 
colored piece for sale – the one in 
that weird new color that no-one 
has seen before…that seems just 
too good to be true…think twice 
before you buy it because it proba-
bly is! 
 
One final comment on this topic:  
The NIA needs a couple of volun-
teers with degrees or backgrounds 
in the area of optical, glass, and/or 
solid state physics to help in the 
analysis of recent test results from 
one of the testing laboratories.  If 
you have these credentials, give 
me a call and lets discuss the pro-
ject.  
 
I look forward to seeing many of 
you again at the NIA Shows this 
year.  Remember, my phone is 
always "open" for new ideas and 
suggestions. 
 
 
Tom Katonak, NIA #3567 
NIA President 
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FROM THE FIRST PAST 
PRESIDENT 

In my opinion, the most serious 
threat that imitation insulators 
pose to the hobby, is resale to fu-
ture novice insulator collectors.  
Let's take the example where a 
well-Intentioned collector irradiates 
some pieces with the intent of 
"conducting some research."  Let 
us suppose further that the collec-
tor then shows the pieces to other 
collectors at shows or club meets 
and discloses to observers that 
the pieces were irradiated.  How-
ever, after "the show", the collec-
tor just places them on his shelf 
with the collection where they re-
main for several years.  When 
people visit he points out to them 
that the pieces were altered, but 
still, he does not bother to perma-
nently mark them.  Years go by 
and the collector passes away.  
The pieces pass on to his/her 
heirs, or are sold in an estate auc-
tion.  The pieces end-up at a show 
or in an antique shop.  They have 
come from "a long time and knowl-
edgeable collector."  Thus, no one 
suspects anything but that they 
are genuine.  The result is a $1 
piece that was changed into a 
$500 loss for the new collector, 
and a tragedy for the hobby in 
general. 
The NIA Code of Ethics requires 
that imitation or altered insulators 
be permanently marked. 
 

"Permanently Marked" is defined 
as an identifying letter, number, 
etc., or a combination thereof, that 
cannot be removed from an imita-
tion or altered insulator without 
obvious and conspicuous damage 
to it. Ordinarily such a mark will be 
that of an impression (as opposed 
to an embossing which has the 
potential for removal).  However, 
due to the diverse styles of insula-
tors, the NIA reserves the right to 
determine what constitutes perma-
nent marking on a case-by-case 
basis for imitation and altered in-
sulators. 
 
The NIA's Authentication and 
Classification Committee conducts 
its research under highly con-
trolled conditions, and only after 
obtaining permission from the NIA 
Board of Directors.  Controlled 
testing is the only way to protect 
collectors and make valid compari-
sons with known and suspected 
imitation pieces.  An outstanding 
example of controlled testing was 
the work done by Dwayne An-
thony and Mike Guthrie on their 
altered insulators educational dis-
play.  This display, which the NIA 
pays to have shipped to various 
shows each year, demonstrates in 
detail the steps taken to not only 
create and reverse effects on insu-
lators, but also demonstrates the 
best type of permanent marking, 
i.e. cutting the insulators in half. 
 
Please, if you have the urge to 
experiment on your own, or have a 
genuine desire to help the NIA 
and/or the hobby in general with 
imitation insulator research, 
please do so in connection with 
the NIA's Authentication & Classi-
fication Committee. 
 
In other news, Melanie, Sam and I 
will have moved to Richmond, Vir-
ginia by the time you read this!  
We are very excited about this 
change.  Melanie and I had moved 
to Arizona in 1996 after falling in 
love with the desert during our 

honeymoon in 1995.  We had 
eight wonderful years in Scotts-
dale and Anthem.  We made many 
new friends as Charter Members 
of the Grand Canyon State Insula-
tor Club, and as hosts of the 1999 
NIA Scottsdale National Show. 
 
Our business exceeded all our 
expectations (ranked #4 in the 
country). After Melanie's knee in-
jury we sold the business, and 
trained the new owner last Octo-
ber.  We took November and De-
cember off to visit family in NJ, 
PA, NY, MD and VA, and to enjoy 
the holidays (something we had 
not done in years because of our 
business commitments). 
 
With Sam approaching school 
age, we turned our attention in 
January to moving to an area with 
better schools and college options.  
Recently, we have also become 
increasingly concerned about life 
"in the valley" in general.  In just 
the past eight years we saw the 
population go from approximately 
two million to five million.  Housing 
in Scottsdale went from $120/ sq. 
ft. to $170.  And, sales tax from 
6% to over 8%.  It is also becom-
ing more expensive to do business 
there.  Many people are compar-
ing Phoenix to LA!  Much of the 
wide-open desert we had come to 
love has been paved over. 
 
We found Richmond to have a 
mild climate (compared to the 
Northeast's winters and Arizona's 
summers), a favorable business 
environment and a lower cost of 
living.  We can't wait to set-up our 
new home this month and start to 
become involved again with our 
long-time east coast collector 
friends.  We are going to miss our 
GCSIC “family” but look forward to 
seeing them again at major 
shows. 
 
Steven Marks, NIA #4951 
NIA First Past President 
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...DRIP NOTES 
 

 -  Do you have your insulator collection insured?  NIA sponsored insurance is available 
              for information on some of the available companies contact:   
    Kevin Jacobson (NIA Information Director) at 602-564-0851 or kwjacob@icsaero.com 
       
 -  Want to play a bigger part in the NIA?  Volunteers are always needed.  Write to Tom       
    Katonak and tell him what you’re good at! 
 
 -  Moving?  Send change of address to Joe Beres (and save us the cost of resending  
     your copy of Drip Points. Each returned Drip Points costs the NIA $0.85 plus the cost  
   of printing it in the first place). 

FROM THE WESTERN     
REGION 

HATS’ OFF  TO THE CURIOUS…. 
 
“Curiosity killed the cat”, an old 
saying goes. 
 
But I say, curiosity goes a long 
way toward making a successful 
insulator collector. That, and a 
good dose of boldness, patience, 
persistence and hard work. 
 
While this article is a tribute to one 
particular collector, it is also a trib-
ute to everyone in the hobby 
who’s ever been curious about this 
or that.  Collector  Denley Bryson 
just typifies all of you. 
 
My story begins with the Auburn, 
California insulator show Decem-
ber 6, 2003.  Auburn has a reputa-
tion for being an event where 
great stuff “walks” in the door.  

That’s probably because the show 
attracts an absolutely huge crowd 
every year, thanks to the wonder-
ful nurturing the event has re-
ceived from host Pat Patocka. 
 
Denley reports overhearing a bot-
tle collector talking about finding a 
hole in her back yard with insula-
tors in it.  After waiting until every-
one was 
gone, he ap-
proached the 
woman and 
asked more 
q u e s t i o n s .  
She ex-
plained she 
was  digging 
for bottles when she  found  insu-
lators that were porcelain on the  
top and glass on the  bottom.  
These would be what collectors  
call  “gutter tops” because they 
actually have rain gutters to drain 
water away from the  cross arm.  
They are identified in porcelain 
insulator books at M-2795’s.  Mint 
examples have sold for $900 
apiece or more. 
 
Trying not to get too excited, 
Denley asked if he could take a 
look  at them sometime.  She 
asked him for his phone number, 
and then started to leave the show 
after getting it.. Fortunately, 
Denley decided to be bold, and he 

approached her again in the park-
ing lot.  This time he asked for her 
phone number, fearful she might 
never call him. 
 
Denley waited a week, and she 
sure enough she didn’t call. So he 
called her, eventually being invited 
to her home.  The result has been 
weeks  and weeks of digging.  He 

found two 
holes with 
gutter tops 
in them.  
The total 
now is up 
to  218 
( t w o -

h u n d r e d -
eighteen) M-2795’s… all from 
holes in the ground each about the 
size of a refrigerator. 
 
Denley recruited Paul Greaves to 
help him with the dig.  He antici-
pates that each of them will end 
up being able to restore about a 
dozen of the insulators apiece.  
The rest are broken up too bad. 
 
As springtime approaches, keep 
you ears open and act on your 
curiosity.  You just never know 
what treasures await you. 
 
Howard Banks, NIA #900 
Western Region Vice President 

The total now is up to 218 
(two-hundred-eighteen) M-

2795’s… all from holes in the 
ground each about the size 

of a refrigerator. 
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FROM THE CENTRAL     
REGION 

Hello Fellow Collectors, 
 
In this issue of Drip Points I’d like 
to cover show reports and the 
value that they have.   
 
The show host of an NIA sanc-
tioned show is required to submit 
a "simple report of the conduct of 
the show (including any difficulties 
experienced and suggestions for 
better rules in any area) and sub-
mit this to the NIA office within 30 
days after show." (NIA Show Rule 
number 17.)  This is true for Na-
tional and Regional shows, al-
though we rarely see them for the 
Regionals.   
 

The idea and purpose of this rule 
is to permit future hosts and the 
NIA board to learn from the previ-
ous shows, and see what went 
right and what can be done better.  
The goal is to make each show 
better than the last, and help fu-
ture show host’s benefit from your 
experience.   
 
At minimum, a show report should 
contain the attendance numbers, a 
spreadsheet that shows the shows 
income and expenditures and a 
summary of the shows highlights.  
It should also include anything that 
didn’t quite go as planned, and 
any recommendations that the 
show host thinks could have been 
done better if they could.   
 
For hosts that are computer savvy 
I would like to take show reports a 
step further.  Some of the things 
I’d like to see including the above 
are electronic copies of all docu-
ments used to plan and advertise 
the show.  These would include 
sales and exhibitor table layouts, 
press releases, newspaper adver-
tisements, the show directory, a 
copy of a blank dealers and ex-
hibitors contract that was used, 
banquet menu anything that was 

done electronically would be in-
cluded on a CD.  Having the docu-
mentation available to future hosts 
would help them from having to 
recreate forms and press releases 
from scratch.   
 
Another thing that I’d like to see 
are pictures of each display, and 
the show hall during the show.  Or 
anything that might be of interest 
to future show hosts.   
 
This is only a recommendation not 
a requirement, and I don’t think 
that it should be required.  Not 
everyone is a computer “geek”, 
and the last thing we should is in-
timidate a potential show host.  
But to preserve the flavor of a 
show and help future show hosts I 
believe that it would be of help.   
 
I’m looking forward to a summer 
full of insulator shows, and I hope 
to make the Wheaton, IL and 
Hawkeye Insulator show in Tama 
this year.   
 
Happy Collecting, 
 
Ed Peters, NIA #6300 
Central Region Vice President 
 

FROM THE NOMINATIONS 
CHAIR 

Well another year has passed 

since we last were begging for 
persons to run for NIA posi-
tions.  This year was another ses-
sion of arm twisting.  We have two 
wonderful candidates for the two 
open positions now. The open po-
sitions are NIA PRESIDENT and 
EASTERN REGION VICE PRESI-
DENT.  Dudley Ellis was the only 
person agreeing to serve as Presi-
dent as was Larry Novac willing to 
devote time to serve the NIA in the 
Eastern Region post.  A rich round 
of applause for these two faithful 
and caring candidates.  Since they 
are the only candidates that volun-
teered to run, they will be elected 

by acclamation.  Their Bio's and 
goals for the future are included in 
this issue of DRIP POINTS.  See 
you at a show in the near future 
and at the National. 

Jack Roach, NIA #4156  
Nominations Chairman   
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FROM THE SECRETARY 

 
NIA ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING –
June 27, 2003 – Holiday Inn Ho-
tel Springfield, OH.. 
 
Board and Chair Members pre-
sent: 
 
Tom Katonak, Bob Stahr, Kevin 
Lawless, Kevin Jacobson, Howard 
Banks, Ed Peters, Dudley Ellis, 
Rick Soller, Ken Willick, Joe 
Beres, Bob Berry, Carolyn Berry, 
John McDougald, Sandy Ellison, 
Jack Roach. 
 
Members Present: 
 
Approximately 70 Members in ad-
dition to the Board & Chair mem-
bers listed above. 
 
President Tom Katonak called the 
meeting to order at 5:03 PM EDST 
he reported on this years projects. 
The projects included further work 
on the Authentication & Classifica-
tion Committee’s work on suspect 
insulators, renewal of the NIA 
Show Insurance program at in-
creased costs, solicitation of show 
bids, and the creation of a new 
show hosts handbook. 
 
Bob Stahr was then introduced as 
the NIA Executive Secretary. He 
reported on the corporate status of 
our organization and indicated that 

the NIA Treasurer’s Report was 
filed with the Arizona Corporation 
Commission. Bob then asked for a 
motion to adopt the NIA General 
Membership Meeting Minutes from 
the 2002 NIA National at Fort 
Collins, CO. Bob called for some-
one to motion; it was motioned 
and seconded, and all members in 
the audience were in agreement to 
adopt the minutes. 
 
The Treasurers Report was pre-
sented by Dudley Ellis. Money has 
been tight, but he has managed to 
balance the budget this year. We 
have received donations of $550 
this year. The full report will ap-
pear in the next issue of “Drip 
Points.” 
 
Joe Beres gave a membership 
report.  As of today, we have 
about 1,530 active members. New 
members for today were about 25 
with about another 28 renewals. 
Membership has been consistently 
hovering at this level for the last 
couple of years. 
 
Information Director Kevin Jacob-
son talked about Drip Points 
newsletter production and talked 
about sending of the Drip Points 
newsletter s via E-mail. Currently 
about 75 newsletters are being 
sent via E-mail. This has reduced 
the cost of postage and printing 
costs. Members receiving the 
newsletter via e-mail have really 
enjoyed getting the newsletter with 
color photographs. 
 
Nominations were discussed by 
Jack Roach. Ed Peters was 
e l e c t e d  b y  a c c l a m a t i o n 
(unopposed election) for the Cen-
tral Region. The President’s posi-
tion will be up for election this 
coming year as well as the East-
ern Region VP. If anyone is inter-
ested in running for any of these 
positions, you need to get your 

resume into Jack by January 1, 
2004. 
 
Rick Soller, Historian, was next, 
and he reported on his ongoing 
search for a museum that the NIA 
would like to team up with as a 
host for an insulator museum. He 
is suggesting that we work with 
several museums rather than limit 
ourselves to just one. Rick also 
continues to acquire items for the 
archives and welcomes input from 
the general membership. 
 
Bob Berry gave a report from the 
Research and Education Commit-
tee. Most of Bob’s time has been 
spent continuing to update the 
NIA’s website www.nia.org . Much 
work has been spent on updating 
the “insulator time-line” at the web-
site. He will continue to add items 
and is looking for input from the 
membership. 
 
Carolyn Berry gave an update on 
product marketing.  Some new 
and improved items are available. 
The NIA made a good profit last 
year and anticipates doing well 
this year too. 
 
Sandy Ellison reported on the 
Awards and Recognition Commit-
tee. All the awards are here at the 
show and will be presented to the 
recipients at the NIA Banquet. All 
previous show hosts for NIA Na-
tionals have received their perma-
nent plaques to recognize their 
contributions to the hobby. She 
also indicated that she is stepping 
down from this position after the 
close of this show. Please contact 
Tom Katonak of you are interested 
in taking over her duties. 
 
Ken Willick, Eastern Region VP, 
made his report on the Eastern 
Region. All seems well in the re-
gion. Ken reminded everyone that 
this is his last year as Eastern VP 
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and that his position is up for elec-
tion this coming year. 
 
Ed Peters, Central Region VP, 
gave a favorable report on the 
Central Region. We have not yet 
received a bid for the Central Re-
gional 2004 show and are looking 
to get a bid. 
 
Howard Banks discussed the 
Western Region and indicated that 
the 2003 Western Regional is on 
August 8 thru 10 in San Jose, CA. 
Things are still a little tense with 
the suspect insulators issue on the 
west coast; otherwise everything 
else seems fine. 
 
John McDougald Chair of the Au-
thentication & Classification Com-

mittee reported that the NIA is still 
moving forward on suspect insula-
tors. There was no further com-
ment that he could report at this 
time. He indicated that a report 
was forthcoming in Drip Points 
and ensured everyone to look for 
the upcoming article. 
 
Bob Stahr reported that the bids 
for the 2004 NIA National Show 
had been received but no Western 
Region bids were received yet. 
Bob reported that the 2004 Na-
tional will be hosted in New Ken-
sington, PA by John Hovanec and 
the Western Reserve Insulator 
Club. New Kensington is near 
Pittsburgh. 
 
Bob introduced John Hovanec, 

who then talked about the facility 
and all the amenities of the area. 
This show is on July 23 thru 25. 
There is a limited amount of sales 
tables, so book early. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the 
meeting and seconded. The meet-
ing adjournment was approved by 
the membership at 5:40 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
This Day  September 21, 2003 
Robert B. Stahr 
NIA Executive Secretary 
 
Robert B. Stahr, NIA #4186 
NIA Secretary 
 
 

Larry Novak, Eastern Region 
Vice President Candidate  
 
My name is Larry Novak and I am 
a candidate for Eastern Regional 
Vice President. 
 
I have been collecting insulators 
for about eight years and have 
been quite active in the hobby. I 
specialize in Lynchburg insulators 
and CD styles without petticoats. I 
also collect telegraph-related insu-
lators and go-withs, especially 
from the Postal Telegraph Com-
pany and am very interested in the 
history of the telegraph. I belong to 
the Chesapeake Bay Insulator 
Club (CBIC) and am currently the 
CBIC secretary and newsletter 
editor. I have been a co-host of 
the CBIC spring show since 1996. 
I have attended every NIA Na-
tional show since Chicago in 1997. 
 
I have also been volunteering at 
the Smithsonian Institution for the 
past four years and, since retiring 
18 months ago, I spend one day a 
week there with help from NIA 
members, we have catalogued 

nearly all of the Smithsonian's col-
lection of insulators and are start-
ing a database of historical infor-
mation, such as old catalogs and 
trade literature, in the Smith-
sonian's libraries. 
 
If I have an agenda for the NIA it is 
education. I feel strongly that our 
national shows should have some 
educational content and I would 
work to encourage seminars at 
every National. I was happy to see 
a full house at the seminar on dig-
ging at the Springfield national. I 
think the National is a great place 
for those who have an in-depth 
knowledge of some insulator-
related topic to share that informa-
tion with others in the hobby. I was 
also glad to see the Authentication 
and Classification Committee's 
recent work finally go public and 
would hope that we could estab-
lish a solid knowledge base of 
fake, altered and suspect insula-
tors that can be shared with all 
collectors. 
 
I think the NIA is doing a lot of 
things right and I think our hobby 

is characterized by well-organized 
guidebooks, a well-connected 
membership and a strong move-
ment to educate our collectors 
about the fake and altered insula-
tors. I think this speaks well of the 
direction provided by the past 
leadership of the NIA and I would 
hope that we can continue along 
these lines, making improvements 
that the membership feels are 
needed. 
 
If I become your regional VP, I will 
look forward to attending more lo-
cal and regional shows in the 
Eastern region. I love talking about 
insulators and collecting with al-
most anyone and I truly enjoy re-
newing acquaintances at the 
shows and getting a chance to talk 
insulators with many of you This 
hobby is filled with great people 
with a deep knowledge of insula-
tors, their history and related tech-
nology and I would be happy to 
represent your views to the NIA. 
 
Larry Novak, NIA #5889. 
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Dudley Ellis, NIA President 
Candidate 
 
Fellow NIA members, I want to 
represent each of you as your 
President of the NIA. My name is 
Dudley Ellis. My wife Sandy and I 
live in Stockbridge, Georgia. I am 
57 years old and………..well I bet-
ter not tell you Sandy’s age. We 
have a daughter named Kyle and 
a son named Smith who are both 
married. Kyle lives in Columbia, 
Maryland with her spouse Sean 
and Smith lives in Athens, Georgia 
with his wife Elizabeth. 
 
I am retired from the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation 
(GDOT). I worked half of my 34 
year career in road maintenance. I 
was the District Maintenance Engi-
neer for southeast Georgia before 
moving back to Atlanta 18 years 
ago to become the State Utilities 
Engineer. In this position I was 
responsible for establishing and 
enforcing policy for the use of pub-
lic right-of way by utilities. You 
may think that it was in this job 
position that I became interested 
in our great hobby but it happened 
before that. 
 
Twenty-four years ago I was in-
specting the roads for mainte-
nance needs when I spotted 
something blocking a drainage 
structure. I pulled a cross arm and 
five little jewels from the structure. 
These insulators and gradually 
others adorned my office desk and 
shelves for eight years. Thinking I 
was the only person in the world 
that collected insulators, I was 
stunned, as I am sure many of you 
were, when I found out there was 
an established hobby. One morn-
ing in 1988 a friend at work 
plunked down Milholland’s, Most 
About Glass Insulators on my 
deck and an address for the 
Crown Jewels of the Wire. Several 

weeks before, I had found him a 
rare miner’s carbide lamp. 
 
In 1992 I found other local collec-
tors when Jim Overstreet invited 
us to his home. What a collection! 
The insulator bug really bit! Keith 
Roloson moved to the area that 
same year and was the final cata-
lyst and encouragement for an 
insulator club that later became 
know as the Dixie Jewels Insulator 
Club (DJIC) in early 1993. I served 
as Secretary for the DJIC for ten 
years, Treasurer for eight years 
and was elected President six 
months ago. The Club has been 
very active. We have held four 
swap meets every year and spon-
sored several local insulator 
shows and one Eastern Region 
Show in Huntsville, Alabama. 
Sandy and I were co-host with the 
DJIC of the 2001 Atlanta National. 
 
I have been active on the National 
level for thirteen years as well. I 
have attended regional shows in 
all three regions, attended eight 
Nationals, seven Mid-Ohio Shows 
and several small shows as far 
away as Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico.  I have displayed insulators at 
a National, a Region show, the 
London show, and several local 
insulator and bottle shows. I was 
your NIA Nominations Chairman 
for four years and I have been 
your Treasurer for the last four 
years. 
 
The NIA Board has worked hard to 
serve you, especially in the area of 
identifying fake insulators and pro-
viding education on fake and al-
tered insulators. I would like to see 
these efforts of education contin-
ued. Further, a committee to edu-
cate others about the hobby has 
been created. The new Promo-
tions Committee chaired by Bob 
Merzoian is developing videos for 
the promotion of the hobby. The 
committee is also developing other 

promotional ideas. I would like to 
place an emphasis on the things 
this committee can accomplish. 
Ideas from past administrations 
and committees were developed 
but somehow many of them have 
been lost in time. I think many of 
these ideas should be resurrected, 
especially those aimed at getting 
our youth interested in the hobby. 
We need to continue to bring 
young collectors into the hobby or 
our hobby stands a chance of wilt-
ing on the vine. There are already 
youth programs established in the 
hobby. One was initiated by How-
ard Banks to give insulators to 
children if the parents will pay for 
shipping. We need to promote this 
idea and develop other youth ori-
ented programs. 
 
Before my daughter moved to 
Maryland I gave a two hour pres-
entation to her fourth grade class 
on the telegraph and the use of 
insulators. I passed around many 
insulator shapes and colors and at 
the end I gave each child a pony 
or barrel insulator. The looks on 
their faces was real rewarding. 
Who knows how many of these 
children will someday embrace the 
hobby. Additionally, we need to 
increase the promotion our hobby 
to let the world know there is a 
viable insulator collecting hobby. I 
am excited about working with the 
Promotions Committee to see that 
the ideas developed continue to 
fruition. 
 
Another major issue that needs to 
be resolved centers around NIA 
region shows. We have had prob-
lems over the last few years with 
getting hosts and clubs to sponsor 
NIA region shows. Additionally, 
many region shows have not been 
supported by the dealers, display-
ers or by attendees. It is getting 
harder and harder to host a larger 
show and not operate at a loss. 
This is a tough issue and has no 
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easy solution. Is it possible that we 
may have to give up region 
shows? Should we put more em-
phasis on local shows and swaps, 
keep the National and let the re-
gion shows go by the wayside? 
What are the answers to these 
tough questions? Right off, I do 
not have an answer to these ques-
tions. I do know that this issue has 
been around for several years with 
no solution. I want to make this a 
priority issue to work on resolving. 
I definitely want to hear the NIA 
member’s ideas on this matter. 
 
I am pleased to see that the hobby 
continues to grow. During the last 
several years new insulator clubs 
have been established. The NIA 
and the insulator clubs are integral 
parts of our hobby. Each needs 

the support of the other in order to 
continue hobby growth. As your 
NIA President I would open up 
better lines of communication with 
our clubs. Communication with the 
clubs is not a unique proposal. 
The Board has opted for this kind 
of feedback for years but a good 
line of communication has never 
really materialized. One of the 
ways I would do this is to continu-
ally encourage your Regional Vice 
Presidents to keep a regular rap-
port with the club Presidents in 
their regions and to provide club 
feedback to the Board. Addition-
ally, I will talk one on one with indi-
viduals as I attend shows. Solu-
tions to hobby issues do not come 
exclusively from the NIA Board. 
The NIA Board must have feed-
back and support from all collec-

tors. I am serious about making 
this kind of communication a prior-
ity. If you are committed to seeing 
the continued growth of our great 
hobby through education, support 
for our shows and you want to 
truly have a voice in our hobby’s 
forward direction, then I need your 
support as I seek to be your Presi-
dent. 
 
Please plan on talking with me at 
the National in New Kensington, 
Pennsylvania, the Western Region 
Show in Denver, Colorado, the 
Mid-Ohio Show in Springfield, 
Ohio and other local shows and 
swaps. See you there!! 
 
Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085 
 
 

FROM THE HISTORIAN 

The NIA and Museums 
The original focus of the museum 
committee was to form or affiliate 
with an insulator museum.  Since 
this has not turned out to be feasi-
ble, a different focus has been 
taken using activities of insulator 
collectors at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution as a model. 
 
At the Smithsonian, collectors 
have helped identify the insulators  
there, photographed insulators in 
the collection, provided a way to 
access these photographs through 
the NIA web site, and donated lit-
erature to the library.  In the proc-
ess, everyone had a great time 

looking at the insulators and shar-
ing the experience. There are sev-
eral museums that could benefit 
from this kind of involvement and I 
have a number of ideas to create 
a relationship between the mu-
seum and the NIA. 
 
First, I would like to see a resur-
rection of the book donation pro-
ject whereby collectors could do-
nate new or older hobby books to 
museums to help with their library.  
A list of the books and their donor 
could be kept on the NIA web site 
so researchers would know where 
to find these materials and poten-
tial donors would know what mate-
rial is needed at a particular mu-
seum.  Once again, donors would 
receive a bar for their NIA badge. 
 
Second, clubs or coordinated 
groups of individuals could sched-
ule a day (or more) to visit a mu-
seum and identify/photograph their 
collection. Once this is done, the 
list could be added to the NIA web 
site and additions to the collection 
suggested, donated, or sold to the 
museum. For purchased items, 
the NIA could provide advice on 

how much to pay for the item and 
how to find it. 
 
Third, the NIA could provide assis-
tance on creating displays and 
educating the public.  Perhaps the 
booklet, "What are Insulators" 
could be provided for free or 
cheaply to the museums to distrib-
ute to visitors.  I have talked with a 
regional manager of ComEd in 
Chicago about a company-
sponsored, NIA-developed part of 
their Power House museum. 
 
The Minnetrista Cultural Center in 
Muncie, Indiana has been to some 
insulator shows, purchased some 
insulators for their collection, and 
received some donations through 
the involvement of a couple collec-
tors and the NIA.  The Harold 
Warp Pioneer Village in Minden, 
Nebraska has a small, unorgan-
ized collection of insulators and is 
eager for more information on the 
subject.  There should be others 
soon. 
 
Rick Soller, NIA # 2958 
Historian 
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Authentication &  
Classification Committee 

 
More Updates on Fake and Al-
tered Insulators 
 
As you have probably already 
read several other places in this 
issue of Drip Points, various arms 
of the NIA Board and Committees 
continue to work on your behalf to 
identify fake and altered insula-
tors, identify the sources of these 
pieces, and take the necessary 
steps to minimize/curtail the intro-
duction of these pieces into the 
hobby. 
 
Let me first talk about the status of 
the testing that we have been in-
volved with over the past few 
months.  We have been fortunate 
to engage one of the premier 
glass testing facilities in the world 
to help us with our problem.  They 
have taken an interest in our prob-
lem, not just because they like in-
sulators, but because there are 
clearly larger implications for the 
faking of all kinds of glass antiqui-
ties.  Because of their interest, 
they are conducting testing for us 
at no cost to the NIA.  In the past 
four months, we have submitted 
29 samples for testing, including 
EC&M’s, CEW’s, threadless Til-
lotson’s, blocks, unembossed CD 
735’s and CD 133.4 Virginia bul-
lets.  A number of these pieces 

have been classified as fakes by 
the NIA, and several remain in the 
“highly questionable” category.  
Also submitted were a number of 
control pieces, with the objective 
of finding a definitive test that 
would separate “old glass” from 
“new glass,” including being able 
to distinguish “new insulators” 
made from “old insulators.”  Just 
this past 
week, I 
rece ived 
the re-
sults from 
this first 
round of 
t e s t i n g .  
Early indi-
cations are very promising, but a 
number of questions need to be 
answered before we can release 
the results to the membership-at-
large. Please know that we are 
working hard on your behalf to 
bring this issue to resolution. 
 
Work continues to be done on 
several fronts regarding the altera-
tion of glass insulators through 
heat and radiation.  The prolifera-
tion of altered glass, not just insu-
lators, is exponential.  Visitors to 
Quartzite, AZ this year indicated 
that there was altered glass in 
nearly every booth.  This seems to 
be true in antique stores around 
the country as well as on Ebay.  
We don’t believe it is possible to 
stop the altering, so it is very im-
portant to continue to work to edu-
cate our membership on what to 
look for and how to spot a poten-
tial altered insulator.  Dwayne’s 
article goes a long way in helping 
you to recognize the danger sig-
nals.  This problem is made more 
difficult by the complex physics 
that is involved in color and alter-
ing color using these techniques.  
The NIA has been able to replicate 
much of the altered glass that has 
appeared on the scene, and much 

of it appears in the NIA’s traveling 
display.  However, the folks who 
are altering glass are getting bet-
ter at replicating legitimate colors 
through experimentation.  The 
supply of aqua insulators in virtu-
ally unlimited, so the cost of failed 
experiments is minimal.  However, 
as many collectors have already 
found out the hard way, the cost of 

buying an 
a l t e r e d 
insulator 
can be 
substan-
t i a l .  
P l e a s e 
take the 

time to edu-
cate yourself through information 
already available from the NIA. 
 
If you have questions about insu-
lators that you own or are consid-
ering buying, please contact me, 
and I will be glad to provide you 
with assistance.  There are a num-
ber of NIA members around the 
country who have worked on this 
problem and are very familiar with 
altered colors.  I will respond to 
any question regarding fake and 
altered insulators.  E-mail me pic-
tures and/or send me the pieces 
that are in question.  Use the NIA 
as a resource to help maintain 
your collection as you would like it 
to be. 
 
 
John McDougald, NIA #689  
Authentication & Classification 
Committee 
 
 

We have been fortunate to 
engage one of the premier glass 
testing facilities in the world to 

help us with our problem. 
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FROM THE PROMOTIONS 
CHAIR 
 
Here we go again... 
 
I recently lucked into a collector's 
dream...a collection of insulators 
was given, as in free, to me.  
There were some real beauties 
included:  a 162.3 VNM Star pur-
ple/blue two-tone, a wooden piece 
in mint condition, a mint Peacock 
162, and a gorgeous VNM 
McLaughlin commemorative, to 
name a few of the winners.  Of 
course, there were the usual 200 
or so commons.  Now, being the 
NIA promotions chairman and be-
lieving in the importance of our 
goal, I have already given away a 
fair amount of the com-

mons...some to adults and many 
to the kids and teachers here at 
my school. Some were perplexed 
by the gift but most were quite en-
thused and asked many ques-
tions. On went my double-billed 
hat of teacher and collector and I 
proceeded to explain as much as 
the kids could absorb about the 
history of insulators and about 
their collectibility. 
 
This was not only fun to do, but 
offered a welcome break from 
teaching the rather mundane 
spelling lesson I'd originally 
planned.  We collectors owe it to 
ourselves to continue our quest to 
"spread the word" about our won-
derful hobby. Oh yes, I found it 
particularly encouraging to see the 

girls as interested and excited as 
the boys. Maybe this is a sign that 
the future looks brighter for greater 
female involvement. But then 
again, as my dear wife reminds 
me, "if it's not cobalt or peacock, 
forget it"...a not-so-gentle re-
minder of how far we, or rather, I 
have to go in promotions. 
 
P.S.  Within the collection were 
two beautifully altered Californias: 
a "killer" royal purple 121 and a 
160 wild purple.  This gives me an 
opportunity to educate interested 
parties about the current problems 
within our ranks. My motto to them 
is be aware and beware. 
 
Bob Merzoian, NIA#3941  
Promotions Chairman 
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FROM THE AWARDS AND     
RECOGNITION COMMITTEE 

As you probably know, I’m the 
new Awards and Recognitions 
Chairman. I have a number of 
changes planned I think you will 
be pleased with. They aren’t all 
finalized yet, so I can’t tell you 
about them now in detail. In sum-
mary, they are improvements in 
the awards and judging of exhibits 
at National and Regional shows. 
By the next DP I’ll be able to give 
you much more detail. For those 
of you who are exhibiting at this 
year’s National, in the next month 
or so you will be getting a special 
NIA exhibitor packet either from 

myself or John Hovanec. Look for 
it! 
 
If you need an NIA ribbon for your 
local show, please request one 
from me at least a month in ad-
vance. E-mail or call me: 
bill@insulators.com or 978-369-
0208. Support your local, Re-
gional, and National shows!! 
 

 
Bill Meier, NIA #4322 
Chair, Awards & Recognition 
Committee 
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FROM THE EASTERN 
REGION 

 
No report was received from the 
Eastern Region.  
 
 
ed. 
 
Ken Willick, NIA #3709 
Eastern Region Vice President 
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Altered Insulators Report 
by Dwayne Anthony, NIA #3619 

It is somewhat disheartening that 
we must provide frequent reports 
on the current insurgence of al-
tered insulators in our hobby. It 
has been the NIA’s goal to keep 
all collectors well informed with 
pertinent information as unethical 
individuals attempt to infiltrate our 
hobby with color-altered insula-
tors. One of the ongoing concerns 
has been with the radiation-altered 
insulators appearing primarily at 
flea markets, antique shops, and 
public Internet auctions. Of more 
recent concern is the substantial 
number of color-stained insulators 
also bombarding Internet auctions. 
We also have the ongoing concern 
for thermally altered insulators, but 
they have not been as prevalent in 
the public marketplace as of late. 
 
The alterations I will briefly discuss 
here will not include the external 
application of paint, stains or dyes. 
We will touch upon modifications 
that stimulate the internal chemical 
makeup of the glass itself, conse-
quently producing mild to extreme 
color changes. There are two 
sources known for altering the 
original, integral color of glass in-
sulators: thermal and radiation. 
Both can create color changes 
from very subtle to extremely radi-
cal. Thermal alterations, as the 

term implies, are achieved by ap-
plying extreme heat to authentic, 
previously unaltered insulators. 
Alterations performed by use of 
radiation sources are much more 
complex and include high levels of 
gamma rays and electron beams. 
Such forms of radiation produce 
synthetic alterations, unlike the 
natural ultraviolet radiation from 
the sun that causes manganese-
bearing glass to turn light to me-
dium shades of purple over time. It 
is important to note that there is a 
third process by application of 
controlled heat that can provide 
additional color changes in irradi-
ated glass. Some strikingly con-
vincing colors have also been 
achieved with this additional proc-
ess. We refer to this method as 
post altered thermal reversal. You 
can find the resulting examples of 
these three procedures on the at-
tached color page. 
 
Non-collectors are mostly respon-
sible for altering insulators, and for 
no other reason than the opportu-
nity to turn an extra buck. Some 
insulator collectors have been 
known to alter insulators for "fun" 
as novelties to add to their per-
sonal collection. This is highly dis-
couraged as an unethical practice 
by the National Insulator Associa-
tion. 
 
Since this is a brief report, we will 
not get into the complexities of 
what causes the color transforma-
tions during the alteration process. 
In short, with radiation exposure, 
manganese is responsible for the 
more commonly found color trans-
formations to purple. The selenium 
content in later period clear insula-
tors will produce the brown 
shades. There are other chemicals 
introduced to raw glass that also 
react with varying color results. 
The thermal alterations rely pri-
marily on manganese content. 
 
One very important point to keep 

in mind is that color changes are 
not consistently the same with any 
one insulator style or manufac-
turer. Under controlled altering 
methods, the slightest of color 
changes are possible, providing 
myriads of color tone variations. 
Reversal processes can also pro-
vide additional color shade varia-
tions, or in some situations create 
a completely different color from 
the original or formerly altered 
one!  

 
Adding more confusion and frus-
tration to the matter, collectors 
must also be aware that some al-
tered colors can mimic authentic 
insulator colors very well. The 
standard remark commonly made 
by seasoned collectors is, “Oh, it’s 
easy to identify an irradiated insu-
lator because they always have 
that nuked or muddy hue to them”. 
That is not always the case. Some 
very convincing irradiated insula-
tors have been sold to seasoned 
collectors for hundreds, even thou-
sands of dollars. Thermally altered 
insulators can be even more diffi-
cult to identify from their authentic 
counterparts. 
 
Our intentions here are not to cre-
ate collector panic. With proper 
education and awareness, using a 
keen eye and asking questions 
can identify most altered insula-
tors. If the seller of a suspect insu-
lator is not a known, reputable 
dealer and/or cannot provide an 
adequate response to your au-
thenticity questions, you should 
proceed with caution. The National 
Insulator Association has adopted 
a set of guidelines for insulator 
collectors known as the “NIA Code 
of Ethics”. These guidelines were 
established for members and non-
members alike to set a standard 
for conducting all collecting and 
dealing activities honorably and 
honestly. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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We invite you to view a much 
more detailed report on altered 
insulators, which is available at the 
N I A ’ s  o f f i c i a l  w e b s i t e : 
www.nia.org. From the homepage, 
click on the link entitled “Artificially 
Induced Insulators”; or for a 
printed copy send a SASE to: 
Dwayne Anthony, 28390 Saffron 
Ave., Highland, CA 92346. Look 
for the report to be updated later 
this year as ongoing testing results 
and further information becomes 
available. The NIA’s “Altered Insu-
lators Exhibit” continues to be 
available to show hosts upon re-
quest, with free roundtrip shipping 
to your show site. Please feel free 
to contact me for further informa-
tion at (909) 862-9279, or email 
me at: insulators@open-wire.com. 
This exhibit will also receive revi-
sions in late 2004. 
 
Altered Insulators Color Photos 

Reference 
 
Descriptions include the original 
authentic color of each specimen, 
the method of alteration and the 
resultant altered color. Color simi-
larities are listed if the altered 
color is closely comparable to col-
ors listed in current insulator publi-
cations. 
 
1.  CD 143 vertical ridged Withy-

combe, originally aqua. Radia-
tion exposure result: Corn-
flower/sapphire blue. Similar 
listed colors: none. 

 
2.   CD 170.1 unembossed Penny-

cuick, originally aqua. Radia-
tion exposure result: Brilliant 
lavender. Similar listed colors: 
Lavender & light lavender. 

 
3.  CD 121 R. Good, Jr., originally 

aqua. Radiation exposure re-
sult: Delft blue/cornflower. 
Similar listed colors: none. 

 
4.  CD 134 Am. Insulator Co., 

originally aqua. Radiation ex-

posure result: Lavender. Par-
tial reversal results: Two-tone 
lavender and aqua. Similar 
listed colors: none. 

 
5. CD 102 N.E.G.M., originally 

aqua. Radiation exposure re-
sult: Medium/light sapphire 
blue. Similar listed color: Sap-
phire blue. 

 
6. CD 134 unembossed Penny-

cuick, originally aqua. Radia-
tion exposure result: Brilliant 
sapphire blue. Similar listed 
color: Dark Sapphire blue. 

 
7. CD 151 H.G. Co, originally 

aqua. Radiation exposure re-
sult: Steel/cornflower blue. 
Similar listed colors: Corn-
flower blue & sapphire blue. 

 
8. CD 121 W.F.G Co, originally 

aqua. Radiation exposure re-
sult: “Popsicle purple”. Similar 
listed color: Purple. Com-
ments: An upper dome frac-
ture was present, which al-
lowed the top of the dome to 
be removed for a reversal ex-
periment. Specimen is dis-
played with the reversed dome 
piece reattached. 

 
9.  CD 145 N.E.G.M Co., originally 

aqua. Radiation exposure re-
sult: Deep purple. Similar 
listed colors: none. 

 
10. CD 112 O.V.G. Co.  10a: Ac-

credited as an authentic light 
purple specimen. 10b: Origi-
nally aqua. Radiation exposure 
result: Blue purple. Similar 
listed color: Light purple. 
(Photo courtesy of Tom Ka-
tonak) 

 
11. CD 203 Hemingray 56, origi-

nally clear. Radiation exposure 
result: Deep golden brown. 
Similar listed colors: none. 

 
12. CD 260 California, originally 

yellow, transformed to purple 
after natural sunlight exposure. 
Thermal alteration result: 
Golden yellow. Similar listed 
colors: Ginger ale, yellow & 
peach. Comments: Note the 
extreme slumping from exces-
sive heat exposure. Be aware 
that accurately controlled heat 
applications will eliminate any 
such signs of being altered. 

 
13. Lightning rod insulator, origi-

nally aqua. Radiation exposure 
result: Cornflower/sapphire 
blue. Similar listed colors: 
Cornflower blue & sapphire 
blue. 

 
14. CD 106 W.G.M. Co., originally 

clear straw, transformed to 
purple after natural sunlight 
exposure. Thermal alteration 
result: Light straw. Similar 
listed colors: Off clear, light 
peach, straw, clear. Com-
ments: Kiln rack marks are 
visible on the base rim of this 
specimen, but in many cases 
no such signs are apparent. 

 
15. One of several tables full of 

irradiated glass at a recent 
swap meet in Quartzsite, AZ. 
Note the dark purple irradiated 
insulators in the foreground. 
They include: CD 134 W.F.G. 
Co; CD 121 California; CD 121 
R. Good, Jr.; CD 162.4  unem-
bossed; CD 143 Standard; CD 
210 unembossed California. 
(Photo courtesy of Kevin Ja-
cobson) 

 
16. CD 121 R. Good, Jr., originally 

aqua. Paint stain result: Yellow 
olive green. Similar listed 
color: Dark yellow green. 

 
17. CD 322 Pyrex, originally clear. 

Paint stain result: Blue. Similar 
listed colors: none. A good ex-
ample of some of the outland-
ish extremes offered on eBay. 
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2003-2004 FINANCIAL REPORT
NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION

  SECOND QUARTER ENDING 12/31/2003

Beginning Balance-General Fund 10/1/2003 9478.42
Museum Exploratory Committee 972.01
Authentication/Ethics Account 2196.75

Revenues

Donations 100.00 *
Membership Dues 2593.00
Miscellaneous Income 160.00
Product Sales 299.55

Total Revenues: 3152.55
   

General Fund Expenses

Advertising 40.00
Bank Charges/Taxes 0.00
Marketing Products 429.44
Misc. Postage 408.78
Misc. Printing 632.78
Misc. Supplies 269.87
Misc. Professional Services 60.00
Crown Jewels Rebates 0.00
Drip Points Printing 809.81
Drip Points Postage 253.32
Show Advertising Subsidy 0.00
Show Awards 10.80
Stationery Supplies 0.00
Telephone 21.15
Special Projects 0.00
Education Disp Postage 0.00

Total Expenses: 2935.95
 

 
Closing Balance, General Fund: 9695.02
Museum Exploratory Committee Expenditures 0.00
Museum Exploratory Committee Balance 972.01
Authentication/Ethics Account Expenditures 0.00
Authentication/Ethics Account Balance 2196.75
Total Balance on Hand January 1, 2004 12863.78

Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085  
Treasurer 

From the Treasurer 
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FROM THE AWARDS AND     
RECOGNITION  
COMMITTEE 
 
 
As you probably know, I’m the 
new Awards and Recognitions 
Chairman. I have a number of 
changes planned I think you will 
be pleased with. They aren’t all 
finalized yet, so I can’t tell you 
about them now in detail. In sum-
mary, they are improvements in 
the awards and judging of exhibits 
at National and Regional shows. 
By next DP I’ll be able to give you 
much more details. For those of 
you who are exhibiting at this 
year’s National, in the next month 
or so you will be getting a special 
NIA exhibitor packet either from 
myself or John Hovanec. Look for 
it! 
 
If you need an NIA ribbon for your 
local show, please request one 
from me at least a month in ad-
vance. E-mail or call me: 
bill@insulators.com or 978-369-
0208. Support your local, Re-
gional, and National shows!! 
 

 
Bill Meier, NIA #4322 
Chair, Awards & Recognition 
Committee 
 

Letter to the Editor 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
The purpose of writing this letter is to 
provide insight into some troubling 
ideas concerning altered insulators 
and offer some ideas as to how a col-
lector can respond. 
 
Why do people alter insulators? 
 
 1.   Legitimately, it is done for the 
purpose of research and education. 
Legitimately, it is done by an individ-
ual to make a profit from people who 
want rare or scarce colored insulators 
and do not care about owning genu-
ine pieces AKA. selling a product Ille-
gitimately, it is done to fool people 
into thinking they are getting a genu-
inely ‘better colored’ insulator and to 
take advantage of the buyer; AKA 
‘making a fast buck’ (through deceit). 
 
Writing this letter, I am aware that 
most people will agree with point 1 as 
being legitimate.  However, there is 
little doubt that point 2 will be a cause 
for concern and will make tempers 
rise (unless they finish reading the 
whole story!).  I am certain anyone 
with a sense of moral decency will 
agree with point 3. 
  
Point 2 is one of the main issues I 
wish to discuss.  Before the emotions 
start welling up inside and you decide 
to find an incinerator to burn this 
document, please read the remainder 
or you will not get the true meaning of 
this essay.  I am not in favor of delib-
erately altering insulators and will 
share the reasons later. 
 
Returning to point 2, we need, as in-
sulator savvy people, to understand 
the majority of people in the world do 
not have a fascination with insulators 
(it may be difficult for us to under-
stand, but nonetheless, it is so!).  If 
we speak of Mr. Joe Mostmen, a 
good representative of the general 
populace, we find a man who sees (if 
he even knows what it is), an insulator 
as ‘simply a piece of glass’.  To this 
individual, the insulator is no different 
than a drinking glass, old shoe, tin 
can, or rock he kicks on the street.  
When Joe finds out there are people 

who are willing to ‘fork out’ cash for 
these hunks of glass, his first reaction 
(well – after he deals with wondering 
about our sanity – be honest  -- 
you’ve experienced the normal reac-
tion when people find out about your 
hobby… you collect WHAT?!?) is in 
keeping with one of the great free-
doms of our country -- Mr. Honest Joe 
sees a market for a product and plans 
a business.  Free enterprise is a 
blessing that all Americans should 
cherish!  Joe has no more of a moral 
problem with altering a piece of glass 
than he would with painting a house, 
staining a piece of wood, or painting 
his fingernails pink (well, let’s hope its 
his wife’s fingernails instead!)  Al-
though none of us may like it, he sees 
what he is doing as legitimate.  It is 
normally only we in the hobby who 
have a problem with his actions. 
 
So does this make altering the color 
of an insulator right or wrong?  Yes!  
What?  Yes!  Huh? 
 
     Why do collectors not like insu-
lators to be altered? 
  
The obvious reasons are not to be 
elaborated on, just enumerated (and 
there are probably more you could 
think of).  Some reasons (in no spe-
cific order): We do not like the idea of 
finding out our hard-earned cash has 
been spent on a ‘fake’. We do not like 
the idea that a bunch of undetected 
fakes will devalue the rare, authentic 
gems in the hobby.  We do not like 
that a newcomer to the hobby may be 
taken by some slick shyster seeking 
to deceive. (Say that one 10 times 
rapidly!). We do not like one of a kind 
pieces becoming 10,000 of a kind 
pieces! 
 
We appreciate the historical value of 
these pieces and do not like to see 
the individual heritage of a piece be 
lost forever. (write your own!) 
 
The point of discussion here is item 5.  
Each of these insulators we have, no 
matter how common, was put into use 
as a part of our Nation’s communica-
tion and power network.  Some of the 
pieces in collections have had trans-
mitted through their wires events such 
as the assassination of President Lin-

coln, the end of the Civil War, and 
other major happenings in the 1800’s.  
Later the threaded pieces (and proba-
bly a specific piece in your collection 
– if only our collections could talk to 
us!) held the wires transmitting news 
about other events concerning fa-
mous people such as the assassina-
tions of President’s Garfield and 
McKinley and Queen Victoria’s death.  
Other noted information that they duti-
fully aided passage of was the flight of 
the Wright Brothers and the start and 
end of World Wars I & II.  Some of our 
pieces may have still been in use 
while the wires they held reported 
J.F.K’s assassination and the first 
words Neil Armstrong spoke on the 
moon.  A rare few go even farther into 
the ringing in of the new millennium, 
as I personally know of glass insula-
tors still in use on local phone lines as 
of the writing of this letter! 
 
 When an insulator is altered, its true 
identity can be lost forever.  A piece 
like a CD143 Can. Pac. that is altered 
to purple has ripped from it the record 
of its true nature (era of manufacture, 
usage, and region of the country 
where it may have been in service 
can all be lost and untraceable).  In 
effect, it has lost all of the history as-
sociated with it that made it an object 
of historical desire.  This may not 
seem like a ‘big deal’ if it is something 
as common as a Brookfield CD162 
that is altered, but nonetheless, the 
historical value has been erased.  A 
small part of our American Heritage 
and witness to the ingenuity of our 
forefathers is gone forever. 
 
What is the future impact these 
pieces will have on the hobby and 
what can we do about it now? 
 
Since this is a question about the fu-
ture, and the crystal ball dome of my 
magic CD 145 CREB is not working 
while I write this, I am not able to say 
exactly what will come from the inva-
sion of these pieces into our hobby.  
However, there are clues left from a 
similar experience involving other 
hobbies.   
 
Some people may think there is no 

(Continued on page 19) 
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way to tell a fake-a-later from a real 
insulator.  This is not always the case.  
For example, painted ones are easy – 
scrape it off!  (At least the history of 
the piece is not lost as the piece can 
be restored as opposed to perma-
nently altered pieces.)  Some of the 
known irradiated fakes do not fluo-
resce brightly when exposed to a 
black light as the “real McCoy’s’ do 
(irradiated purple Hemingray pieces 
for example).  Some of the colors are 
a different shade than a legitimate 
piece (some irradiated purple pieces 
are the color of grape soda pop rather 
than a legitimate looking royal, or 
regular purple).  Some heated exam-
ples are different colors than actual 
pieces.  Does this cover all possibili-
ties?  No, or course not.  Education is 
going to be the only safeguard we 
have from getting fooled by a bogus 
piece. 
 
 As to the impact the pieces will have 
on truly rare items, we already have 
had a fully legitimate; within NIA 
guidelines; NIA approved; and hon-
estly made example (sort of) in the 
hobby already.  Most of us who have 
been to a show have seen the so-
called ‘Impostulators’. The purpose of 
this writing is not to endorse or ‘throw 
stones at” the Impostulators and re-
gardless of personal desire to own or 
not own one, they are very good cop-
ies of the original pieces and look to-
tally legitimate sitting in a display 
case.  Anyone who wants a peacock 
blue CD151 can have a great looking 
Impostulator for a mere fraction of the 
cost.  What has been their impact so 
far on genuine insulators?  Since 
these pieces hit the market, have any 
legitimate pieces suffered a loss in 
dollar value?  Check the current and 
past price guides! 
 
But the new pieces are real glass and 
are not so easily spotted!  This is a 
true statement that merits discussion.   
 
An analogy comes from the world of 
the numismatists (coin collectors sure 
have a sophisticated sounding name - 
and all they do is collect round bits of 
metal!). In 1909 the designer of the 
first Lincoln penny engraved his Ini-
tials, V.D.B. on the front of the penny 
on the bottom edge of the bust of 

President Lincoln.  At the San Fran-
cisco mint, they put the letter ‘S’ for 
San Francisco below the date of 
1909.  Therefore an example of this 
penny is now known as a ‘1909 S 
VDB.’  These are the rarest of the 
Lincoln penny set and command a 
price in the hundreds of dollars.  Cur-
rently, there have been counterfeits 
made by a process known as spin 
casting in which the fake is the same 
weight and identical to the original as 
it is made from a casting of an origi-
nal.  Although there have been some 
counterfeits that are probably not 
identified for what they are, the value 
of the genuine cents has not suffered.  
Although the introduction of fake 
pieces might have an impact on genu-
ine articles, a lot of the time the genu-
ine articles are actually seen as more 
desirable and more precious as time 
goes on.   
 
Does this mean the value of higher 
price insulators will stay unaffected?  
No.  There is no guarantee to this ef-
fect.  However, the world of coins, 
stamps, bottles, musical instruments, 
and I am sure others, have had their 
genuine articles become more valu-
able with time.  As an example, would 
you rather own a real $20.00 gold 
piece (rather than a gold plated one), 
a real Stradivarius violin (rather than a 
copy), or a real Booze Bottle (rather 
than the – ironically – now-seen-as-a-
valid-collectible) reproduction Booze 
Bottle (note in the latter case these 
are not counterfeits)? 
 
Summary: 
 
Remember that everyone who alters 
an insulator may not have bad inten-
tions, and indeed, may think you 
crazy that we find it a horrible thing to 
do.  No matter who does it, though, it 
should be discouraged and the peo-
ple, kindly, should be informed as to 
why. 
     
Don’t panic!  We may get flooded with 
42 thousand milk glass CD 145 
H.G.CO PETTICOAT beehives.  How-
ever, the concept of owning the only 
known example of this insulator will 
be just as cherished then as it is to-
day (assuming of course we can dif-
ferentiate the real one from the bogus 

ones). 
 
We all need to be educated and be on 
our guard.  The NIA is doing its best 
to help in this area and even people 
who do not subscribe to the NIA have 
free access to this information.  Also, 
through the NIA, is available a collec-
tion of legitimately altered pieces (see 
point 1) that can be borrowed and 
displayed by show hosts thus making 
available a personal, first-hand look at 
altered pieces to anyone who desires 
it.  The hard work of the board mem-
bers has been effective in positively 
identifying fake pieces.  They more 
than anyone are aware this overall 
problem is not going to vanish.  We 
must face it head on.  They are work-
ing hard to find new ways of distin-
guishing altered pieces.  Visit the NIA 
website to find out more about the 
altered pieces to keep abreast of cur-
rent research..   
 
Lee Brewer 
NIA #6695 
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Embroidered Shirts in Ash Gray or Sea foam Green 
 

Ash Gray t-shirts with pocket - embroidered logo above pocket – (all sizes orderable!) 
Seafoam Green t-shirts - no pocket - embroidered logo: left front only! (all sizes 

orderable!) 
Ash Gray sweatshirt - embroidered logo: left front only! – (all sizes orderable!) 

 
 

Men’s golf/polo (short sleeve) shirts 
 

1. Putty (beige) with herringbone putty/black knit band on collar and cuffs.  Side vents at 
bottom sides.  Nice waffle cotton pique!  This style has a 3-button tab front and the NIA 
logo on left front.  No pocket. 

2. Taupe with herringbone black/taupe knit band on collar, side vents at bottom sides and 
a drop tail. Cotton pique fabric. This style has a 2-button tab, reinforced pocket with NIA 
logo above it. 

3. Oatmeal with navy/natural knit band on collar and cuffs.  Side vents at bottom sides 
and a drop tail.  A cotton, pique fabric.  This style has a 2 button front tab and the NIA 
logo on front side.  No pocket. 

 
Ladies golf/polo short sleeve shirt  

 
This new style is in butter yellow with a black/royal blue trim; knit band collar and cuffs.  The 
embroidered NIA logo is on the left of button front placket. There are 4 buttons on the front tab 

and side vents at the bottom sides.  Very nice! Sells for $38.00 
 

Please refer to the Spring Order Form, on the last page of this DP 
 

As always, please call or email me with your questions. 
 

Support the insulator hobby! 
 

Carolyn Berry 
NIA# 4336 

Product Marketing Chairman 
 

* Specials available while supplies last &/or the next Drip Points, June ’04 issue 

-------------------------------------Spring Specials*-------------------------------------- 
 

NEW ITEM!!  Get your local club bar ( ie.) YPCIC, JCIC, CSCIC….. all clubs available!  $3.00    
Most bars list both club name and the acronym 

(note: these attach to your engraved NIA name badge)  
 

NIA Gray Cap - $8.00 ..… 2 left! 
NIA Sweatshirts (screen-printed only!) - $1.00 off per shirt  (S / M / L only!) 

NIA T-shirts (screen-printed only!) - $1.00 off per shirt  ( L & 2X only!) 

 
NIA Lapel (Tack) Pin - $4.50 (shown above) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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2003 NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Tom Katonak, NIA #3567  President 
1024 Camino de Lucia  Corrales, NM  87048 
505-898-5592 
tkatonak@comcast.net 
 
Ken Willick, NIA #3709  Eastern Region VP 
7349 Seneca Avenue   Lima, NY  14485 
585-624-3007 
limaporc@yahoo.com 
 
Ed Peters, NIA #6300   Central Region VP 
5424 Dufferin Drive  Savage, MN  55378 
952-447-2422 
edpeters@wamnet.com 
 
Howard Banks, NIA #900  Western Region VP 
1560 Hugo Road Merlin, OR. 97532   
541-479-8348 
hbanks@grantspass.com 
 
Dudley Ellis, NIA #5085  Treasurer 
131 Plantation Way  Stockbridge, GA  30281 
770-957-9928 
pony102@bellsouth.net 
 
Bob Stahr, NIA #4186   Executive Secretary 
515 Carriage Drive, 2D  West Chicago, IL  60185 
630-231-4171 
bob@hemingray.com 
 
Joe Beres, NIA #563  Membership Director 
1315 Old Mill Path  Broadview Heights, OH  44147 
440-526-3478 
jjjb@aol.com 
 
Kevin Jacobson, NIA #6720  Information Director 
1102 West Aster Drive  Phoenix, AZ  85029-2808 
602-564-0815 
kwjacob@icsaero.com 
 
Steve Marks, NIA #4951 First Past President 
3655 West Anthem Way, Suite A-109, PMB 413 
Anthem, AZ 85086  
623-551-0873 
samsbusiness@qwest.net 
 
Kevin Lawless, NIA #1679  Second Past President 
3363 Guilderland Avenue  Schenectady, NY  12306 
518-357-2333 
kflbostons@aol.com 

 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Charles Bibb, NIA #6097  Ethics 
P.O. Box 1  Inverness, MS  38753-0001 
662-265-5134 
zedkay@bellsouth.net  
 
Rick Soller, NIA #2958   Historian 
4086 Blackstone Avenue  Gurnee, IL  60031 
847-782-8602 
com574@clc.cc.il.us 
 
Bill Rohde, NIA #1219  By-Laws 
Post Office Box 1008  Williams, CA  95987 
530-473-2461 
mudman@colusanet.com 
 
Jack Roach, NIA #4156 Nominations 
8 Tremont Trace  Wimberly, TX  78676 
512-847-7302 
jackroach@email.msn.com 
 
John McDougald, NIA #689 Authentication & 
Classification 
P.O. Box  21157, Sedona, AZ  86341 
928-284-3628 
cpamcd@aol.com 
 
Bill Meier, NIA #4322 Awards & Recognition  
103 Canterbury Court, Carlisle, MA 01741-1860 
978-369-0208 
bill@insulators.com 
 
Carolyn Berry, NIA #4336 Product Marketing 
1010 Wren Court  Round Rock, TX  78681 
512-255-2006 
pyrex553@aol.com 
 
Bob Berry, NIA #1203 Research & Education 
1010 Wren Court  Round Rock, TX  78681 
512-255-2006 
pyrex553@aol.com 
 
Bob Merzoian, NIA#3941 Promotions 
1080 N. Scenic Drive 
Porterville, CA  93257-1637 
559-781-6319 
bobmerzoian@mac.com 
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2004 NIA MEMBERSHIP NEW/RENEWAL FORM 
 
 Submit:  (In U.S.funds) To: 
    (Payable to the NIA)   Joe J. Beres  
     NIA Membership Director 
     1315 Old Mill Path 
     Broadview Hts., Ohio  44147-3276 
     E-MAIL:  JJJB@AOL.COM 
 Note New Dues Schedule! 
 Regular Membership----------------- $ 12.00                                           
 Family Membership------------------ $ 12.00                                           
 Junior Membership (under 18)----- $   5.00                                                 
 Club or Organization----------------  $ 12.00 
=========================================================================== 
(Check appropriate Class)  Regular_____ Family_____ Junior_____ Club/Org._____ 
   
(Check Years of Payment)               Single year_____  Multi-year_____ 
 Please Print 
 Name   _________________________________________________________ 
  
 NIA # (If Renewal)   ______________________________________________ 
 
 Address   _______________________________________________________ 
 
 City    __________________________________________________________ 
 
 State/Province      ________________________________________________ 
 
 Zip/Postal Code  __________________________(+4) ___________________ 
 
 Country (If Non U.S.)    ___________________________________________ 
 
 Telephone Number  ______________________________________________ 
 
 E-Mail Address  _________________________________________________ 
 
 Please include me in the Annual NIA/Crown Jewels Directory      Yes_____          No_____ 
 
 Please include my Telephone Number          Yes_____          No_____ 
 
 Please include my E-Mail Address          Yes_____          No_____ 
 
 
Note: I Would like to Receive Drip Points in the Following Format.     Paper_____  Electronic_____   
      (Check Only One Choice) (Need E-Mail Address for Electronic) 
 
   Additional Family Members 
Name                          Nia# (If Renewal)      
 
1.__________________________________________________________             __________  
 
2.__________________________________________________________     __________  
  
3.__________________________________________________________     __________  
 
4.__________________________________________________________     __________  
 
Signed    ___________________________________ 
 
Date    __________________________ Amount Enclosed   $    __________________ 
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Carolyn Berry, NIA # 4336
1010 Wren Court

Round Roc k, TX 78681- 2741
(512) 255-2006 -- pyrex553@aol.com

NIA NIA –– Spring 2004Spring 2004

ORDER FOR MORDER FOR M
Website: www.nia.org

Men’s Golf/Polo Shirts* embroidered  logo; some w ith pockets Price Qty Total
*Please call or email me for color / styles available -$30 / $38 _______       _____         _______

Women’s golf/polo sh irts -- e mbroid ered  logo

*Sleeve less- whi te pique / navy  co l lar ($32)                                                           _______       _____         _______

*S/S golf - butt er y el low pique wi th navy/b lack collar / sl eev e band ($38) _______       _____         _______

Denim Shirt -- (other sizes available, if not listed)
Women’s - s tonewash blu e den im – s lee ve less L __  XL __ ($32) _______       _____         _______

Men’s - med. wt. pre-shrunk cotton -- stonewash blue -- le ft-side  pocke t

Embroidered logo       S___ M ___ L ___ XL ___   $32.00      _____         ______    _______ 

*S /S____  *L/S _____        2X ___                      $35.00        _____         ______    _______

T-Shirt -- Hanes Beefy ‘T’ - Ash gray - Scre en-printed logo (front &  b a ck)

L___XL ____ ($15)  2X ___   ($16)                               ______       ______    _______
Hanes Beefy ‘T’ - Heavy weight - Ash Gray; embroidered logo on le ft  front, only!

M ___ L___  XL ___2X____ ($20) L___ XL ___2X ___ ($22 w/-pocket)                  ______        ______    _______
=>=>NEW**Seafoam Green; embroidered; M ___L___ XL __ ($20) 2X___ ($2 2) _____         ______    _______ 
NIA Lapel Pin – etch ed enamel ta ck  p in  with NIA logo $5.00 _____         ______    _______ 

Sweatshirts -- Heavy  w eight – Birch gray – S creen-printed logo
S___   M___ ($16.00)  L___  XL___ ($20.00) _____         ______ _______  

=>=>NEW** Embroidered logo(front only) M__ L __ XL __ ($25) 2X __ 3X __ ($30) _____         ______ _______

Embro ider ed Cap -- Stone/Navy, low-rise,  embroidered logo             $16.00            _____         ______    _______

Denim Cap –blue den im, low-rise,  embroidered logo                                 $16.00   _____         ______    _______
Mug -- 10 oz. - white  ceramic  w/ s creen-printed logo                        $7.00 _____         ______ _______ 
Patch -- light blu e  b ack w/ embroidered logo/red embroidered edge  $4.00     _____        ______    _______

Koozie™ -- The original Koozie™ f its any standard beer or soda can;

Silver s creened NIA logo on: NIA blue___ red___ green ___                       $2.25  _____         ______     ______

Decal-- light  b lue w/ logo- red border; for inside car w indow  $1.00          _____         ______    ______  

Name Badge-- white  badge engraved w/ blue le tt ers - scre en-printed logo 
epoxy pinback, beveled  edges (fill  in  form below) $12.00 _____         ______    _______ 

Badge Bar -- white w/ engraved blue letters  ( ie.  NIA position)     $4.00 _____         ______    _______

Subtotal           ______

U.S. Postage ______
Total Enclosed   ______

Name ________________________________
Address ________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Telephone ________________________________
Email address     ________________________________

****************************************************************
Name Badge Engraving Information  (must be a current NIA member!)

Name  ___________________   NIA # _____ City     ___________________   State   _____

Name  ___________________ NIA # _____ City     ___________________ State   _____

Bar:  __________________________________________________
Rev. 3/03Rev. 3/03 Use the back of this order form for additional badge/bar orders

**U.S. Postage: $5.00 for  the first item & $1.50for each additional item ordered.  
Postage for Patches, Decals, Pins or Name Badges/Bars are $0.50 per item. **for  non-
US  postage, AK & HI,  please contact me for an exact postage quote!!

Please make check or money order in U.S. funds payable to: National Insula tor Association or NIA

Men’s Size Chart:

S (32-34) M (36-38)  L (40-42) XL (44-46) 

2 X (48-50) 3 X (52-54)

Women’s Size Chart:

S (28-30)M (32-34)L (36-38) XL (40-42) 
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