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Breathtaking display of electric blue CD 257 Hemingray “Mickey
Mouse” insulators at the 2012 National Insulator Show. y
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Do you want to keep Drip Points full color?

You or your club can sponsor the color printing! Contact NIA President Lou Hall for more information.

Lou Hall NIA# 7185, President@nia.org or (559) 435-1740

The NIA is an 501(3)(c) charitable organization. This means your donations are tax deductible.

Copyright 2012 by National Insulator Association

All rights reserved. This magazine (“Drip Points”) or any part therefore may not be reproduced in any form without the prior written

permission of the National Insulator Association. Page layout and design by Jivey Designs
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Well here it is, the largest most cram packed issue of Drip Pomts Magazine ever! This
issue has full National show coverage with photos, an introduction to next years
National and plenty of show reviews including one of the show overseas. BIG thank you to everyone that submitted
content for this issue of Drip Points.

Remember that you don't have to be a board member to submit articles or stories for Drip Points. If you have an idea
for an article or want to submit a show review (with photos) contact me at newsletter@nia.org or come visit my table at
the amazing (and my favorite show of the year) The Springfield Ohio show November 2-4th. See the Show listings in
the back of this magazine for details.

Staun /Qtféré

100% of the proceeds of these
items will benefit the fund:

Hemingray made Panel Stand Lamp........c.oooiiiiiiiiiii e SOLD
Green CD 162 Hemingray 19 (chip on base) SO ONlY .........cccvviiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiieeee s $30
Hemingray made amber flat finger lamp Daisy & Button pattern

(has crack iN base) SO ONIY ...ceeviiiiiiiiiiiieeeiieeeeeeeeee e, $20
Hemingray made pint sized refrigerator water bottle Wishing Well design............... $80 3\ r

Additionally, we have various shards & chunks of glass available from the Covington
factory priced from $5 for a small bag.

Shipping will be added to the total

Bob Stahr, NIA #4186 | 515 Main St., Unit 403 | West Chicago, IL 60185 | 1stpastpres@nia.org

‘ —[ Wanted: ]

-1 If you have a short “Did you know?” style tidbit about an insulator please let me know. Also
looking for longer articles (1 page to 4 pages) about an insulator related subject to spice up
Drip Points!

Send you submissions to: newsletter@nia.org Thanks! Shaun Kotlarsky, Drip Points Editor
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Donation Challenge Reminder One of our members will MATCH up to $10,000.00 in
donations made to the NIA. This is a wonderful opportunity for you and the Association.
Any amount that you choose to donate will be matched. Currently the Association has received $4,000.00 toward
meeting the $10,000.00 challenge goal. If you have been considering a donation to the NIA now would be a good time
to do so. It’s the donations from our members that fund the scholarship program, educational outreach programs, the
digital scanning of the archival materials, recording of oral histories, and other worthy projects that benefit the
membership and the hobby.

Please send your check made out to the NIA to the following address: Lou Hall, NIA President,
363 W. Stuart Ave., Fresno, CA 93704-1544. Remember, the NIA is a 501(c)3 public charity and as such your
donations may be tax deductible.

Kansas City and the National From all reports and personal observation the 43rd Annual NIA National Show and
Convention was a great success. Darryl and Margaret Wagner and Charles Brandon did a fantastic job of hosting this
event. I'm sure there will be much to read in this issue about the show. At the Awards Banquet, Mr. N. R. “Woody”
Woodward, Mr. Jack Tod and Mrs. Marilyn Albers were inducted into the NIA Hall of Fame. Col. Gus Stafford was
honored with the NIA Outstanding Service Award and Dennis and Jeanne Weber were presented with the NIA's
highest recognition, the Lifetime Membership Award. President’s Special Recognition was presented to Colin Jung
and Bill Snell for their service on the Board of Directors. Shaun Kotlarsky, Jeffrey Kreamer and James Bancroft were
also recognized for their contributions to the hobby. Margaret Wagner received flowers for her assistance and support
of the National Show. And, Cindy Replogle, on behalf of Modern Litho Press, was recognized for their work in printing
both Drip Points and Crown Jewels of the Wire magazines.

NIA Board Action The following actions were approved by the Board of Directors and announced at the General
Membership Meeting held during the 2012 National Show and Convention.

1. The Board approved the redesign and printing of the pamphlet “What Are Insulators?” This document will be sent
to new members. Additionally, it will be given to anyone who expresses interest in the hobby and is searching for
information. Copies will be sent to clubs as needed for distribution. The creator of this pamphlet, Clarice Gordon,
has assigned the Copyright to the NIA. When updated, the revised document will give acknowledgement Clarice
for her generosity.

2. Dues for 2013 will increase. Individual and family dues will increase by $10.00 to $22.00 per year. Junior’s dues
will continue to be $5.00. Club or Organization dues will be $50.00. Clubs/Organizations will receive a one % page
ad in one issue of Drip Points. The new dues are effective with 2013 subscriptions or renewals.

3. A Finance Committee was created. Rules and procedures are being developed to guide the committee in its
charge from the Board.

| want to welcome our two new Board members. Barry “Bear” Spitler is the Central Region Vice President and Steve
Roberts is the Association Secretary.

Check the Calendar of Events Drip Points now has a “Calendar of Events.” Check it out! | urge you to get to a show
in your area. I've never been to an event that wasn’t fun! There is always a gathering of great people, lots of

collectible stuff, good victuals (vittles, food, grub, chow), and an opportunity to make new friends and get reacquainted
with friends not seen for a while and it really is FUN!

Souw Hall
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g \ E Well here it is two months after the NIA National Show that was held in Kansas City. MO
at the KCI Expo Center and what a show to have been to especially for my wife and |
which was our first ever one to go to. Hats off to Charles Brandon, Darryl and Margaret Wagner and the Missouri
Valley Insulator Club. The fireworks display was just awesome Friday night along with the catered food and fellow
friendship from the collectors that we met for the first time. Met a lot of great people during the show hours and had a
wonderful time at the banquet on Saturday night.

Bear Spitler] NIA#8803 R -

——

| took over the Central Region Vice President position that has been represented by Bill Snell for the last three years.
Bill did an excellent job and | hope that he will consider to be a major player on the NIA board in the future. His
knowledge | feel will help the NIA organization down the road. | am fairly a newbie in the collecting of the Crown
Jewels of the Open Wire, but eager in taking on the position to better improve the hobby in general where ever | can.
To introduce myself my name is Barry Spitler, but any one that knows me that | go by " Bear ". A nickname that has
been with me since | was a kid. | am married to a most wonderful lady which her name is Patti and she has the
same interest as | do in collecting insulators and riding our Harley Davidson motorcycles. Makes life a lot easier that
we have the same interests. We live in Cambridge, lowa on an acreage just on the edge of town. | have my own
motorcycle repair shop besides working in an ethanol plant. | am a NIA Member, ICON Member and belong to the
Missouri Valley Insulator Club, | am a Millwright Journeyman, Certified HD Technician and been a member of Abate
of lowa for 28 years. | have been collecting insulators for a little over three years now and have specialized in
H.G.CO. Beehives, CD152's and Patented Dated 1871, 133.1"s and Bullets. But enjoy any others that strike me.

My wife and | are hoping to make it to Springfield, Ohio this year for the first time and hope to meet a lot more of you
out there in the hobby. Until then contact me if you need any assistants or just to say Hello. Check the calendar in
the back of this magazine for any shows coming up in your area. Best way to keep the hobby strong is make it to a
show if you can and bring a noncollector with you if you can and see if the bug of collecting spreads.

DBear %é

ITsS A MATTER OF TRUST

| received this as payment for some Mickey Mouse
insulators | had for sale over the summer. | would
never recommend sending cash in excess of $100 in
the mail. However if | were to send cash to someone
| didn't know, it would likely be an insulator collector. |
haven't seen footballs like this since | was in high
school a long time ago. I've received insulators in
some odd packaging materials but this was the most
creative form of payment I've ever received and it
certainly gave me a chuckle. Don't try this at home.
Name hidden to protect the innocent.

Photo and description by: David Wiecek




| For those of you who were unable to attend this years national in Kansas City, you
missed an outstanding show. Sales were great, attendance excellent, and | enjoyed
catching up with collectors | see infrequently and meeting other collectors for the first time. The efforts of the show
hosts and the Missouri Valley Insulator Club, really showed, a fantastic effort with equally fantastic results. Everyone
pitched in to make the show the success it was. A special thanks to to Darryl & Margaret Wagner for the best fireworks
show | have seen, and to Charles Brandon and Chris Hedges for the opportunity to view their collections.

We in the East have the privilege of hosting next years show, sponsored by The Dixie Jewels Club, it will be just
outside Nashville, Tennessee. Request your show package now and make plans to join us!! | have said this before
and will say it again, You will not regret it!!'!! The Dixie Jewels club are known for their outstanding shows.

This year was the first time The NIA had the opportunity to offer an o
educational scholarship. The Committee worked very hard coming up g
with the necessary rules and procedures, and then had the task of
sifting through a number of outstanding candidates. A very worthy
candidate was selected to receive the scholarship, Mona Dai. |
certainly hope this will be the start of a long tradition that will help
the NIA's educational endeavors, efforts to generate new
members and additional interest in collecting among the public. |
am certain that many of you have family members or friends that
could qualify for the NIA scholarships. Why not take a few
minutes to review the requirements of the scholarships at the
NIA website. | am sure we would consider it a even better
achievement if a member of a collectors family was the
recipient of the scholarship.

Generating new collectors, and particularly young
collectors, | believe is a goal supported by everyone.
Many reasons have been put forth as to why young
people are not collecting in numbers they have previously. An
article | read not long ago, indicated that the primary problem
faced by young people is economic, two tiered wage |
systems, student debt, lack of summer and part time job
opportunities, etc. This has eaten away or eliminated
most leisure opportunities for most young people. What |
this means is we have to work harder to keep and find '
those younger collectors when we come across them
and do everything possible to keep them as active
collectors. The awards offered at the banquet were
certainly an unforgettable experience for some of our
newest collectors, Nikolas Mika, David Jett, Andrew Mika
and Jeffrey Kraemer.

The summer is quickly drawing to a close. The roster of

upcoming shows is full. Please attend the shows near you
and support our hobby.

Matt gfysm
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Greetings Everyone

As this edition of Drip Points is immediately following the National in Kansas City, I'm sure that there will be a great
deal of content; therefore, I'll keep my comments relatively brief. First, let me say that | am delighted to serve the NIA
as the Secretary. And, while | am just getting started in this capacity, and have much to learn, please know that | am
serving you, the membership. So, if you have a question or concern related to the NIA, please send me an email and
I will try to assist you.

Next, kudos to Charles Brandon, Margaret & Darryl Wagner and the Missouri Valley Insulator Club for their incredible
execution of the Kansas City National. The event was well planned and implemented flawlessly. Simple put, it was
superb. If you were there and you didn’t have a great time... it was your own fault.

Finally, | hope you are already making plans to attend next year’s National in Nashville, Tennessee. It is being held in
a great facility and I'm sure you will not be disappointed. Additional information concerning the show will be published
in future issues of Drip Points and Crown Jewels of the Wire. So, as previously stated, start making your plans to
attend! | hope to see you there.

Stere Roberts

NIA Annual General Membership Meeting Kansas City, MO.

By Steve Roberts

Friday, June 22nd, 2012

Lou Hall called the meeting to order at 4:15 pm. Lou welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their
participation.

The Minutes of the 2011 General Membership meeting were published in the March issue of the Drip Point newsletter.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The motion was approved.

Lou asked the respective Board Members to submit their oral reports.

Secretary - Colin Jung advised that the Corporate Papers have been filed and are current.

Treasurer - Bill Rohde advised that the cash at the beginning of the fiscal year was $32,600, and the balance at the
end of the year should be approximately $35,500. Additionally, Bill advised the membership that the Board had
approved the new budget for 2012-2013.

Eastern VP - Matt Grayson shared that the hobby appeared healthy in the eastern region. He advised that he had
attended several shows in the past year and the attendance was good at each of these shows.

Central VP - Bill Snell thanked everyone for their attendance at the Kansas City National. He advised the
membership that the Boy Scouts would attend the show on Saturday. He asked that everyone please welcome them.
Bill also shared that it had been a privilege and an honor to serve the NIA.




Western VP — Dan Gauron expressed his thanks to those who are hosting the Kansas City National and also thanked
the attendees for their support of the National. Dan advised that he had attended several shows and observed that
dealers had been flexible with their prices to encourage sales. Dan stated that a new CD had been discovered in the
Western Region. The new CD assignment was 115.2. Also, a very rare porcelain was found this past year. Dan
closed by encouraging the members to be positive, support the NIA and get involved.

1st Past President — Bob Stahr asked the membership to work outside of the box to involve new people in the hobby.
He stated that the Hemingray plaque in Muncie, Indiana was a huge success. He is currently working on the
Hemingray plaque at Covington, KY. Bob suggested that the next project may be the placement of a plaque at the site
of the Fred Locke plant.

2nd Past President — Kevin Jacobson didn’t have anything to report. Lou thanked Kevin for his work on getting the
NIA approved as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation.

Membership Director — Don Briel advised that the NIA membership is at an all time high. Our previous record was in

2008 with a total membership of 1719. Today our total is 1723. It is expected that this number will continue to
increase as we are only half way through the year.

Lou spoke on behalf of the Historian. He asked the membership to please send hobby related items of historical
interest to Miles McLall. He will inventory and store them.

Lou shared that the Newsletter had a new look and that Shaun Kotlarsky was doing a great job. Everyone agreed.

NIA Commemorative — Carolyn Berry asked everyone to consider purchasing a commemorative insulator. She
stated that profit from this endeavor help fund the NIA.

NIA Show Advisor — Steve Blair stated that he has been working with those who have submitted proposals in
preparation for future shows. If anyone is interested in submitting a proposal for either a Regional or National show,
please contact Steve.

Philanthropy — Rick Jones shared that because of our 501 (c) (3) non-profit status, any donations, other than annual
dues, are tax deductible. Please consider making gifts to the organization.

Product Marketing — Tina Rienstra stated that she brought a great deal of merchandise to the National. Purchase of
these items help support the NIA.

Research and Education — Jacque Linscott Barnes spent several hours today during the show interviewing veteran
collectors concerning their past experiences in the NIA and the hobby. She will continue this effort at future shows.
Jacque is trying to gather this information before these “hobby treasures” are no longer available.

Rules and Procedures — Mike Doyle stated that he is using newer technologies (Utube, Facebook and Twitter) to
communicate our hobby to the membership and to others who may have future interest in the hobby. Additionally,
Mike said he is working on updates to the Membership Handbook.

Scholarship — Kay Bryant informed the membership that the NIA has awarded its first scholarship. She stated that
the Scholarship Committee is making changes to the scholarship application to make it more relevant to the hobby.

Webmaster — Bob Berry is currently working on updating information related to glass insulators outside of North
America. Additionally, he is updating the information concerning porcelain. He asked the membership to please send
him information concerning these endeavors. Bob reminded everyone that dues and contributions can be made
through the internet. Please review this information on the NIA website.




Old Business — During the past year the Board of Directors approved the following items:
The inclusion of the Calendar of Events in Drip Points. This includes shows hosted by NIA members.

Approval for members to submit one free personal (wanted) ad and one free classified (for sale) ad per year. (Printed
together or separately in one issue of Drip Points).

Approval of quotes from Modern Litho-Print Company to print the 2012 NIA Handbook and to print the NIA Drip Points
Magazine. This includes providing packaging and mailing services.

Approval for NIA members to place advertising in Drip Points

The Board approved the recipient of the scholarship award

New Business —Lou shared the following items which were approved by the Board in their meeting on June 21, 2012:
An opportunity/challenge has been offered to the membership. An anonymous donor will match all gifts/donations up
to a total of $10,000.00.

The Board approved the redesign and printing of the pamphlet “What Are Insulators?” This document will be sent to
new members. Additionally, it will be given to anyone who expresses interest in the hobby and is searching for
information. Copies will be sent to clubs as needed for distribution. The creator of this document has assigned the
Copyright to the NIA. When updated, the revised document will give acknowledgement to Clarice Gordon for her
generosity.

Dues for 2013 will increase. Individual and family dues will increase $10.00. Junior’s dues will continue to be $5.00.
Club or Organization dues will be $50.00. Clubs/Organizations will receive one Y page ad in one issue of Drip Points.
The new dues are effective with 2013 subscriptions or renewals.

Lou introduced two new Board members. Barry “Bear” Spitler is the new Central Region Vice President. Steve
Roberts is the new secretary.

Lou thanked Bill Snell, Colin Jung and Glenn Drummond for their service to the Board and their contribution to the
hobby.

Lou reviewed the schedule of events for the remainder of the Kansas City National.

Lou opened the floor to the members for any questions or comments.

A question was asked concerning who is responsible to insure that the 501 (c) (3) requirements are met. Lou advised
that a newly formed Finance Committee, which includes the Treasurer, will be responsible to insure that the NIA is in
compliance with all 501 (c) (3) statutes.

Another member asked if a financial contribution is given to the NIA, will the donor receive a letter of
acknowledgement? Yes. Lou advised that the donor would receive a letter from the President and Treasurer.
Additionally, all donors will remain anonymous unless a donor wishes to receive public acknowledgement.

Dwayne Anthony shared with the members that Clarice Gordon is experiencing some health issues. Dwayne
suggested that we send her cards of encouragement.

In closing, Lou announced that the 2013 National will be in Nashville, Tennessee, on July 19-21. Lou introduced the
show hosts... Bill Haley, Ken Roberts and Steve Roberts.

At 5:10 pm Lou received a motion and second to adjourn. The motion was approved by the members.

Submitted By: Steve Roberts
Secretary




Y Having just completed my first full year of retirement, this past year has allowed me to
devote more time to the insulator hobby, among other things of personal interest.
Jeanne and | have attended about 1 show per month since the Yuma show in February. We are looking forward to
continuing that tradition in the future. About %2 of the shows we have attended are shows that were new to us. We
have met many collectors for the first time, visited several at their homes, and just had a wonderful time making
new friends. Collecting insulators is great fun, but the people we meet make the hobby one of the best hobbies we
could ever want to be a part of -- Thank you!

The National show in Kansas City was absolutely fantastic. | can’t thank the show hosts, Darryl and Margaret
Wagner, and Charles Brandon, enough for their tremendous effort in producing a great show and the many side
events that kept us busy the whole time. The whole event was well done from beginning to end. Anyone that
missed this National missed a truly wonderful time.

I now look forward to the next National show in Franklin (near Nashville), Tennessee. This show is in very capable
hands with Bill Haley, Ken Roberts, and Steve Roberts as show hosts. I’'m sure their wives will also be recruited in
the massive effort and need to be thanked as well. | hope they receive the tremendous support that this years
National received.

The Summer edition of Drip Points said “Last Issue” near the address on the back cover. This was an error on the
part of the printer and no memberships had expired, nor would Drip Points cease being sent. All NIA memberships
are for the calendar year and end on December 31st. If ever in doubt about when your membership expires just
check the upper right hand corner of your membership card and it will tell you when your membership expires. The
Board of Directors extends it apologies for any confusion on this issue.

This is a record year for NIA membership. 2008 was our previous highest membership year with 1719 current
members by the end of the year. This year we have 1744 current members as of this writing and renewals and
new member applications are still arriving. Part of what is driving the increase in members includes new endeavors
of the NIA. The NIA is now a 501c3 non-profit organization, it now offers annual scholarships, various projects are
becoming a reality and promoting the hobby in general, and the current format of Drip Points has been dramatically
enhanced. While all of these are good things and the right things to be doing, the cost of doing them is going up.
At this year’s board meeting, the NIA Board of Directors approved an increase in NIA annual dues beginning with
renewals for 2013 and beyond. This is the first dues increase in many years and still keeps the annual dues rate
very low. The dues structure is as follows:

Regular members (including families) ...... $22.00
Junior members........cccoceeeeiiieiiiee e $5.00
Club memberships........ccccceeeeeieeeeciieeen, $50.00

It was also reiterated that insulator clubs must have current NIA memberships to participate in NIA benefits such as
insurance through the NIA for their shows.

Please keep these new rates in mind when renewing your membership to save having your renewal returned for
insufficient funds. Also, by renewing prior to the renewal notices going out in October saves the cost of sending the
renewal notice. Keep in mind that donations added to your dues payment are probably tax deductible. Consider
sending a little extra each time you renew. Consider donating substantially to one of the projects (Insulator
company plaques, scholarships, color for Drip Points, etc.).

What a great hobby! Thank you for supporting the hobby and the NIA!

DMM Briel,




National Insulator Association
2011 - 2012 financial statement
12 months ending Jun. 30, 2012

Revenues
Membership Dues $13,268.99
Donations $11,036.40
Commemorative Sales $7,557.94
Hemingray Plaque Donations $3,313.66
Product Sales $3,208.05
Insurance Income $730.00
Scholarship donations $470.00
Miscellaneous Income $12.92
Total Income
Expenses

Drip Points -$9,667.73
Marketing Product -$4,500.46
Printing -$3,461.22
Membership Expenses -$3,414.11
Commemorative Insulators -$3,272.79
National Show Awards -$2,277.94
Taxes, Fees & Insurance -$1,841.06
Drip Points Postage -$1,335.18
Postage Membership -$1,258.37
Crown Jewels rebate -$1,054.00
Historian Expense -$964.35
Postage Product -$913.01
Board Expenses -$711.35
Advertising -$630.00
Show Advertising Rebate -$500.00
Research & Education -$420.00
Commemorative postage -$418.91
Scholarship Expense -$286.85
Hemingray Plaque -$50.35
Misc. Expense -$7.15
Total Expenses

Net Income

Ending Balance

Beginning Balance $ 32,634.00

$39,598

($36,985)
$2,613

$35,247

Bill Redde




| am still working on trying to find all 28 known Fishers
found in Detroit. Please continue to ask around and report back to me so | may write
an article on them. Owners can remain anonymous.

| am more than 1/2 way to finding them all. Also if you have any photos of Fisher
insulators the Detroit kind, please forward them to me. | do know one of the 4
person's who was part of the original find has recently passed away. It's getting
harder and harder to get stories on this amazing insulator.

We are very sorry that the printer made an error if you didn't notice | am still sorry.
They put Last Issue on the mailing labels of everyone's last sent issue of Drip Points M
even though we asked them not to put it on even those whose subscription had §
expired. We don't know why they did this, but it created some panic out there.

jinaixienstras
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Thanks to everyone to stopped by the NIA Products table at the National Show in

Kansas City, MO. It was great to meet some new people and connect with some familiar
faces. To me it as much about the people you meet as the insulators themselves. | had a great time selling NIA
Products and you all made it so much fun for me.

Our brand new item is an outside decal for your vehicle. The white decals measure 5 72 x 6 % inches and the color
decals measure 4 V4 x 5 % inches. The white decal is $10 and the color decal is $7. Please add $1.95 for postage.
The next shows | will be attending will be Randy Wesner's Swap meet in Racine, WI in September, and the
Springfield, OH show in November. Please email or call me to see if | have the item you have been wanting to
purchase. | will be happy to bring it along to one of these shows for
you to save on the shipping costs.

As of June 17" Bob Berry has added a pdf of the order form to the
NIA website. It is on the “NIA Logo products for Sale” page. If it
would just break your heart to tear it out of your Drip Points
Magazine you can now print one out.

Please know that when you purchase a NIA item that you are also
supporting the NIA while getting a great quality item.

Thanks again to Darryl Wagner and Charles Brandon and their
team of helpers who made the National Show a complete success.

A

lina Rienslra




You might be surprised to find that this article is not about the National Convention. | am sorry to say | could not
attend this year and | am sure the largest part of this issue will focus on the great event. My article touches on a local
show and the events that followed.

For the last two years Kim Borgman has hosted a show in Lebanon, Indiana (just north of Indianapolis). His show has
been successful due to location and the fact that he has welcomed our “collecting brothers”, the bottle collectors.

When | started collecting in the late 1960s, bottle shows were a large part of the how one acquired glass. Those were
the days when “for sale and trade lists” were snail mailed. We certainly have advanced since then. | do not miss
those days because the lists were tons of work and expense.

As a result of this renewed contact with the local bottle collectors, | recently joined the Circle City Bottle Club. Many
readers probably belong to a local bottle club. Our club started only a few months ago when three privy diggers / bottle
collectors decided to pursue a monthly meeting. It has grown considerably in just a few months. A typical meeting will
have 20+ people.

We do a “show and tell” each month and also have a featured speaker; but the club has established a goal of growth.
To that end, we are currently pursuing a number of display venues. We are currently putting together a traveling
display that will offer education about bottles, milk bottles, candy containers, and | am sure we will get some insulators
in there too.

The first target on our hit list was the local libraries in the nine county Greater Indianapolis area. We have already
scheduled a number of locations in one County and | just received an email confirming the ability to place a display in
our State Historical Museum.

If the train hasn'’t hit you yet, let me make it clear....one collector or several can undertake this venture. All the display
venues we have found are secured. We started with libraries and working our way to historical venues. Schools could
also be on the hit list.

We found that we have enough loaned material to fill the largest display venue and can reduce the display to fit
smaller cases.

Think of all the visitors to a library, a school, church, etc. that could learn about the insulator hobby. For those show
hosts, this is another activity that can precede your show and promote the show to the public. It can be a great teaser
to get your attendance increased.

| hope some of you will consider this activity. It can be a real learning experience if you want to create some
educational materials to accompany the display. | also suggest that if a club or group is doing this activity, a
contribution of an insulator book to the library can be a great idea. Put the club contact information in the book so the
read can find someone local.

Share your knowledge and your love of glass.

Jim Wa




As fall approaches, it's a good time to be thinking about a donation to the NIA.
Donations where no goods or services are received in return are tax deductible to the
fullest extent of the law. Check with your financial or tax advisor to see how you can donate to the best tax advantage.

Another great way to donate is to give your collection or a part of it---or even a single insulator or related item---to the
NIA. You'll be required to state the value since the NIA is not allowed to establish value on any gift of a noncash item.
If audited, the NIA would be asked to show evidence that the donor used some established and traceable form of
declaring value that was consistent with current fair market value such as the Price Guide or recent sales activity
(ICON, eBay, etc.). The NIA has the right to accept or deny any gift, especially if it's an item that they feel cannot be
easily converted to cash.

Remember that any donated cash or item---unless it is specifically instructed otherwise by the donor---may be used by
the NIA for any of its charitable purposes, but no board member, officer, advisor, committee member, or NIA member
can benefit monetarily from any donation to the organization. This should ease any distrust held over from the days of
the good ‘ole boys when many NIA members were skeptical about the financial activity of the board. Such activity is
now controlled and monitored by the IRS.

| hope to see many of you at The Springfield Experience (Mid-Ohio) in November.

beyond in planning the convention, show and sale. | can not say “Thank you” enough to
Charles Brandon for opening up his home/collections to share with the collectors. It was awesome!! And to Darryl
and his wife for the picnic and fireworks at his home, another equally big “Thank you”. The show pre-planning and
follow-through were very evident. Everything went so smoothly.

Now we can look forward to the July 19-21, 2013 44 Annual NIA in Nashville, TN hosted by the Dixie Jewels Insulator
Club with Bill Haley, Ken Roberts, and Steve Roberts at the helm. This show will be well attended so get your
reservations (all of them) made early.

From the Research and Education Advisor...... as you know | have embarked on a project that is dear to my heart.
Preservation of an Oral History of our Collectors was started in Kansas City. With the assistance of my grandson and
CD#102 collector, Clay Bledsoe, we were able to interview and record seventeen (17) of our collectors during the
show on Friday and Saturday. It is my intent to have at the 44" NIA, DVDs with their interesting and informative
experiences that they related to me during the interviews.

As for the Education part of my duties.....I have been in touch with various education departments across the USA
who are assisting me to get the word out to classroom teachers that there are lesson plans on our web site to assist
them in preparing a presentation with hands-on materials for their students.

If you have questions or ideas about either of these projects, please contact me at my email: bluebellwt@aol.com
See y’al at the next show!!

& j@%w Linscoly -Barnes




been decided to alter the format of the scholarship program. Both scholarships will
remain- the academic award of $1000 and the vocational award of $500.00. It is felt that this process will attract more
applicants.

Applicants will be asked to submit a 300 word essay that will demonstrate how their career path will be related to the
NIA mission statement and goals. Judging criteria and application information will be on line at nia.org.

All of the process can be completed on line following the instructions on the NIA web site. There will be adds in the
Crown Jewels and Drip Points. March 1st will be the deadline for submission of applications.

The scholarship information will appear on scholarshipexperts.com web site. This is the most popular site visited by
high school seniors. Other sites will also be investigated. Email information will be sent to many of the lineman
schools throughout the country in an effort to publicize the vocational scholarship.

We ask each member to keep this great opportunity in mind and talk about it with family, friends and fellow members.
We need the help of all the members to make this a successful program.We especially need to publicize the
vocational scholarship since we did not have one application for that last year.

Don’t forget the scholarship fund is a great way to
remember a member or publicize the good work your club 3 AT
is doing. It is also a great way for a business associate to NIA Academic SC!"OLQ‘”S""’F‘ Fund
demonstrate their support of the hobby. All donations are
tax deductible. Please mention this at your club meetings
and shows.

NIA Scholarships are available for a $1000

academic scholarship and a $500 vocational

@ @M scholarship.

Write a 300 word essay and earn the
scholarship. Go fo
for all the details and application.

These scholarships are to encourage the growth
and public awareness of the hobby.

It is as easy as that, so hurry!

ASS()CIATION




2012 NIA National Show Report

By Charles Brandon and Darryl Wagner

The blur of what was the second half of 2011 and first half of 2012 went into overdrive
early, Thursday, June 21 at the Expo Center with Darryl and myself meeting in the hall
going over the last of the details. As tables were being set up and a few NIA Officers
sticking their noses in awaiting the kickoff of their meetings, Darryl and | split up |
heading to our separate ends of the city in preparation for extracurricular activities.

| had previously placed flyers in my neighbors’ doors warning them of their normally
quiet neighbor filling the cul-de-sac with cars and busses making regular deliveries and
pickups. | prepared for the onslaught of humanity at my home while Darryl assisted
dealer setup and made last minute show tweaks.

As | was preparing my neighborhood for the invasion, set up at the hall was a hustle. |
Making sure that table and skirting set up was proceeding properly, then bringing in
stanchions, commemoratives, dealer packets, raffle items, etc. At 4:00 pm we started
checking in dealers and attendees, as they needed their tickets for the first bus run to see % .
my collection. At 5:00 pm dealer unloading and display set up began. We had a total of s \
140 dealer spaces, 25 displays, 3 of which were multiple tables and 3 show displays. Photo Credit: Charles Brandon

Folks started arriving at my home at about 4pm and there was a steady stream of people for the next 6 hours
interrupted only by extra surges as busses unloaded. Attendees seemed pleased to make the trip across the city and
there were a few people that simply had to sit down as they declared they were overwhelmed at the sight of nearly
9,200 different glass insulators and commemoratives. What group of people in what hobby could you have
somewhere in the area of 400 people come thru a member’'s home and not have a single negative incident??
Interestingly, some of my neighbors decided the flyer in their door was an
invitation to come and join the party. Little did they know..... | also learned
something new — the doctor that lives just a few doors away has a world
renowned collection of Lego sets! “Why — that’'s crazy! Who would ever
collect “X” “?

Friday began with the normal buzz of dealers and exhibitors early arrival
and the show went into high gear. NIA members attending the first day
provided a nice stream of buyers and gawkers. Everyone seemed happy
with the accommodations — with the one tiny flaw being the hall was a little
cool (If I had been a good show host, | would have found a jacket for my
- friend Lynda!). Jeanne and Dennis Weber proceeded to kick off the raffle
action with many nice items being donated by hobbyists from far and near.
This is always a nice addition to a show. The electric blue CD 257 Mickey
Mouse reunion was a success with somewhere between 50 and 60 mice
in attendance. They reminisced about the old days carrying the DC cables
that powered the trolleys down the tracks running thru the Waldo and
Brookside areas of the heart of Kansas City. Displays were incredible and
dealers reported sales being brisk. The day at the hall wound down with
the show closing and the annual NIA meeting taking place.

After the NIA meeting, it was time for Family Night. It was nice to be able
to have close to 160 collectors together, just to relax. No sales, no hustle,
just good food, good conversation, great weather and good entertainment.
At 6:15 pm the first bus run loaded and headed towards the Wagner

residence only 8 miles away. People were so eager to get there that they

.- Sa® M were standing on the first two busses. Backyard Burger had burgers,
Photo Credit: Michael S. Green




Photo Credit: Kevin Jacobson

brats, chicken, hotdogs, various salads and drinks waiting for everyone. We must have been hungry because they
said we went through enough food that would normally feed 200 people! The weather was a blessing. It was in the
80’s with a light breeze and a great time to relax. Around 8:15 pm we headed towards the pond for the catfish
feeding. Although they are normally used to just one person being there when they feed, they did come up and give
everyone a little show. As dusk slowly fell, the fireworks set up came to an end and about 9:35, the first shot was
fired. As you can probably tell by the comments that have been made and
the videos that have been posted, it was quite spectacular. The proximity to
the shoot is a big plus, giving the feeling that you were right underneath
them. Towards the finale, there was a cluster of “willows” which made
everyone feel that they were in a bowl with fireworks raining down around
them and then the finale itself. It was a great ending, to a fantastic evening.

Saturday began with general public wanting to get in early. We had
numerous attendees that had never been to an insulator show come in from
the KC area as well as from locations all over the country. | got to meet
many collectors that | had only corresponded to by email or eBay. Raffles A
were going on, sales tables busy, mice chattering, research projects were Photo Credit: Jack Snyder
underway, Anna Adams painting classes were abuzz, and then, maybe the surprise of the show — pleasant music
started. MVIC and NIA member — Charlie Maiseroulle started strumming his
guitar. Then, someone gave Duane Davenport a microphone. Charlie and
Duane started playing and singing as if they had played together for
b decades. It was incredible. Activity throughout the hall would stop every
' time they would take the floor. The only part of this that was planned was
v ; __ that Charlie had asked if he could play a few tunes in the corner where
Photo Credit: Kevin Jacobson people would take rest breaks. These 2 gentlemen were clearly the “Off
Insulator Topic” hit of the show — in my humble opinion.

The day ended with a great meal of BBQ with all of the best sauces available to try from the BBQ capital of the
universe only to be topped off by wonderful and emotional tributes to displayers, show hosts, and most of all:

The NIA Presidents Special Recognition: Colin Jung, Bill Snell, Jeff Kreamer, James Bancroft, Shaun Kotlarsky and Modern Litho.
NIA Outstanding Service Award: Gus Stafford

NIA Hall of Fame Inductees: Woody Woodward, Marilyn Albers, and Jack H. Tod

NIA Lifetime Membership Award winners: — Dennis and Jeanne Weber.

Sunday concluded the show with more sales, raffles, music, camaraderie, etc. There was some (could have been
more) research conducted, the NIA as well as MVIC 2012 Commemoratives were a big hit with some of the styles of
MVIC 2012 Commemoratives selling out in minutes. If you were unable to make the National, you still have an
opportunity at show memorabilia. There are some show bags, which are great for “green” shopping bags. These may
generate conversations in public that might lead to new collectors or more insulators. Also available are decks of
playing cards with the show picture of the electric blue Mickey on it. Th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>