
 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 
his issue starts on a note of 
sadness as we morn the passing 
of our good friend Ross Huth.  He 
was a stalwart member of the 

hobby for many years and a personal 
friend to many of us.  We‟ll miss you, 
Ross. 
 
On the lighter side, the affliction suffered 
by many of you will not be a problem 
much longer as we witness the transition 
from ski season to “insulator season” take 
place once again!  (Although I have been 
known to collect glass from my cross-
country skis!) As you will see in the 

following pages, there is a fine menu of 
shows upcoming in the next few months, 
and I‟m looking forward to seeing you at 
some of these events. 
 
The list of INTERNET collectors continues 
to grow and I noted a good bit of trading 
activity taking place this last quarter:  In 
fact, I picked up a couple of good pieces 
myself via this route.  If you want to link up 
with the electronic side of this hobby, 
c o n t a c t  K e i t h  R o l o s o n  a t 
“kroloson@alphd10.attmail.com” and he 
can get you connected.  And remember, in 
addition to contributions through the US 
mail, I take letters to the editor and other 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

D r i p  P o i n t s  i n p u t s  a t 
“tomk164440@aol.com”.  Several of the 
articles in this issue came on INET and 
this works really great. 
 
This issue has several special reports this 
month including an update on the altered 
insulator research that Dwayne Anthony 
is doing and a notice about current 
insulator dealing problems from Elton 
Gish.  Be sure to read these articles! 
 

Also of note, Mike Guthrie has agreed to 
temporarily fill the NIA Treasurer position:  
Thanks for your continued support, Mike. 
 
That‟s enough preamble - on with the 
show! 
 
Tom Katonak 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

 
 new year is upon us and thoughts 
of Spring enter our heads.  Winter 
is such a dreary time in the 

Northeast United States! 
 
As most of you know by now, the NIA lost 
a dear friend to the hobby this past 
December - Ross Huth.  Although I only 
knew Ross approximately 2 years,  every 
time I spoke to him he was always 
extremely upbeat and talking about 
insulators.  His passing is a reminder that 
good friends, especially if they have the 
same interests as you, are hard to find.  
I'll always remember that twinkle in his 
eye anytime he was examining an 
insulator and the great joy they gave him; 
and I‟ll also remember him for the many 
friends he made in our hobby. 
 
I have asked Mike Guthrie to take over 
the duties of Treasurer and he agreed to 
do so.  Mike is an extremely capable 
person who has held numerous positions 
on the NIA Board of Directors. 
 
The investigation into the authenticity of 
the glass bullets is in its final stages.  The 
information that we have been able to 

gather is being correlated for publication 
in the summer issue of Drip Points. 
 
The Board of Directors and heads of 
various committees are always looking for 
input to make the hobby informative and 
enjoyable.  This can be accomplished in 
many ways: 
 
1.  Communicate with your regional Vice 
Presidents: They are there to help the 
membership of the 
hobby.  They need 
your input. 
 
2.  Attend shows: 
This keeps you as a collector current with 
prices, new finds and what is going on in 
the hobby. 
 
3.  Join a local club: If there are none in 
your area, maybe think about forming 
one. 
 
4.  Finally, the NIA is always looking for 
people to take a more active role in the 
hobby of insulator collecting. 
    
Sincerely and Good Collecting 
 
Stephen Bobb  NIA #827 
President 
 

    

  “THE NIA IS LOOKING        

FOR PEOPLE TO TAKE A   

MORE ACTIVE ROLL” 

 



 

HELLO FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 hope all of you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and that you find 
at least one great insulator for your collection this year. 
 
The 1995 show season is just around the corner.  Don't forget the National Show 

at Marlborough, Massachusetts on July 14, 15, and 16, 1995.  The show hosts are 
Steve Jones, Kevin Lawless and Bill & Jill Meier.  The Western Regional 
is in Visalia, California on September 9th and 10th hosted by Dwayne 
Anthony.  The Central Regional is in London, Ohio on November 11 and 
12 hosted by Steve Blair and Glenn Drummond. 
 
Also DO NOT forget to attend and support the local shows in your area. 
 
Looking ahead to 1996, Bids have been solicited for the Central Regional show and the 
National Show (which will be in the Western Region next time).  As of this writing there 
are no firm bids for the Eastern Regional.  C'mon you East Coast collectors! 
 
Claude A Wambold, NIA #1717 
Executive Director 
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Dear NIA, 
 
ince I last wrote, my insulator total 
has jumped to 698.  A used furniture 
store gives me a good price on 

boxes they find at auctions; and then 
while garage sale hunting, I found a dark 
root beer Whitall Tatum 512U. I bought a 
CD 116 on a heavy curved cast iron pin at  
an antique store.  I received the best 
ones, a couple of ZICME spools, from my 
insulator penpal, Caleb Thimmel. 
 
Well, it‟s over.  The Union Pacific RR track 
through my town has been abandoned 
and there‟s talk about tearing up the line 
from Council Grove, KS to here.  Now I 
will be on the prowl along these tracks 
(used to be Missouri Pacific RR) even 
more. 

 
I now have a new tool for my hunts - a 
Radio Shack walkie talkie.  I‟ll be 17 by 
the time you read this; I‟ve been with the 
NIA for 5 years now. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bobby Younger 
Osage City, KS 
 
P.S. Still looking for an aqua RDP 
Hemingray 10, and a clear Hemi 660 and  
a clear Hemi C.S.C. 
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FROM THE EASTERN REGION  
 
his will be a rather brief article this 
time as Tom Katonak disturbed my 
winter hiatus in Florida with an 

urgent request for something for Drip 
Points.  Tom  will pay the ultimate penalty.  
Since my computer is home and we have 
no typewriter here, Tom (or his assistant, 
Lynda) will be forced to endure the 
ultimate agony of reading my handwriting 
for this article. 
 
Truly, the hobby has been cooled a bit by 
winter weather in the east.  Since I have 
not received any input, I'll report on it from 
my vantage point. 
 
The St. Petersburg FL bottle show was 
somewhat of a hotbed of insulator activity.  
Of the hundred or so tables, at least 10% 

were insulators.  Good 
pieces changing hands 
that I was aware of   
were a 158.9 Boston 
screwtop,  a  718 
Saratoga in a nice light 
blue, a CD132  PAT 

APP FOR in a great blue, a couple of 
734.8 Baby Battlefords and a 22 piece 
group of threadless that came in on 
Saturday morning and rather quickly got 
gobbled up by a few of us. 
 
Spring will be here by the time you read 
this and some shows to get to in the east 
are: 
 
 Mar 4: Chesapeake Bay Insulator 
Club Show, Hereford MD 
 
 March 26:  Yankee Polecat 
Insulator Club Show, Enfield CT 
 
 April 1-2:  M-T Antique Bottle & 
Insulator Club Show, Deland FL 

 
 April 23:  Genesee Valley Bottle 
Collectors Show and Sale, Rochester NY 
 
and - coming up on 
 
 July 14 - 16:  The NIA National in 
Marlborough MA.  The folks from the 
Yankee Polecat  Club have really got their 
act together on this one.  It will truly be a 
winner!  Not only is the show a must but 
the area has a lot to offer.  Yours truly is 
familiar with the area and has survived 
around a dozen of the Brimfield antique 
markets and I strongly recommend you 
allow some extra time for good antiquing, 
Brimfield itself, some poking around and a 
chance to enjoy the beauty of a New 
England summer.   
 
 Keep in touch and support your 
shows. 
 
Dick Bowman,  NIA #597 
Eastern Region Vice President 
 

 

[Mr. Bowman did win this round:  Even my best OCR 

software couldn’t decipher his faxed handwriting! 

 

-  Ed.] 

 

A 22 PIECE GROUP OF 

 

THREADLESS  GOT 

 

GOBBLED UP QUICKLY! 

 



 

FROM THE CENTRAL REGION 
 
irst, I hope that everyone enjoyed a 
safe and healthy holiday season!  
Unfortunately, the season was 

marred by sadness with the reported 
illnesses and/or deaths of several of our 
fellow collectors across the country.  It 
reminds us that our hobby and our 
organization is all about people, and that 
we just happen to be brought together by 
a common love for certain inanimate glass 
objects! 
 
The LONDON, OHIO SHOW held in 
November was a huge success, and the 
show seems to be growing in popularity 
every year!  Rod Krupka reported that the 
event turned out to be one of the most 
active lightning rod ball shows of the year, 
also.  There were many great displays at 
the show, and congratulations to Ora and 
Joanne Beary of Venus, PA for winning 
the Crown Point award with their exhibit of 
"Just Red" balls and arrows. 
 
The GREATER CHICAGO INSULATOR 
CLUB (GCIC) will be subcontracting a 
block of tables for insulator sales at the 
First Chicago Antique Bottle Club's show 
planned for October 29, 1995 in 
Rosemont, IL.  Prospective dealers 
should contact Jim Crandall for more 
information.  The GCIC is also planning to 
present an award at future NIA Nationals 
for the best use of power insulators. 
 
Here's a potential mechanism for 
stimulating interest in insulator collecting 
at the grade school level and, perhaps, 
even inducting a few new junior collectors 
into the hobby.  Contact your local school 
board to see if they have a program in 
your area for bringing in speakers to give 
presentations to various elementary and/
or middle school classes that would be in 
conjunction with their history or science 

lessons.  As reported in the Federation of 
Historical Bottle Collector's newsletter, 
this approach has been very successful in 
stimulating interest in the bottle collecting 
hobby. 
 
It's come to my attention that many 
carnival D-510 and D-512 insulators are 
showing up on sales tables at shows and 
flea markets in the South, and there is 
some concern as to their authenticity.  
The pieces are all in mint condition, and 
some show signs of a sloppy coating/
spraying procedure being used, with 
respect to nonuniformity and dripping.  If 
these have been showing up in the 
Midwest and other regions also, does 
anyone have any factual knowledge as to 
their origin? 
 
Reiterating Dick Bowman's appeal to the 
membership in the last issue of Drip 
Points, please give the Board your inputs 
and suggestions as to where the 
organization should be going and what 
directions some of our long-range 
planning efforts and programs should 
take!  Also, I've yet to receive any 
responses from Central Region members 
regarding ideas for regional-level projects 
or activities, as I proposed in the last Drip 
Points issue. 
 
Please refer to your Crown Jewels and 
bottle magazine calendars for dates and 
specifics on upcoming shows in the 
Central Region this Spring, as there are 
too many to re-list here.  Two great shows 
are coming up in Texas in March, and 
from April through June, there will be 
major insulator shows in Illinois, Missouri, 
Indiana and Ohio, as well as some great 
bottle and advertising shows throughout 
the region! 
 
Rick Baldwin, NIA #336 
Central Region Vice President 



 

FROM THE WESTERN REGION  
 
ith springtime about to spring, I 
hope that all of you will have a 
chance to dig out of the snow and 

attend some of the outstanding shows 
due to take place: 
 
 May 6 & 7:  Things really happen 
at Enumclaw, Washington.  For more 
data call Vi Brown at (206) 868-4249. 
 
 May 19 & 20:  The Central and 
Southern Counties (California) Insulator 
Club puts on their 3rd Annual Show and 
Barbecue at the Lions Veterans Hall in 
Cayucos CA.  Call Ron Norton at (805) 
488-7445 for more information. 
 
 June 17 & 18:  Denver repeats the 
show they sponsored in 1993.  This will 
probably be another Triple Ridge 
blockbuster!  Call Mike Bliss at (303) 225-
0800 for more information. 
 
 July 14, 15 & 16:  Don‟t forget the 
National Show in Marlborough, Mass.  
Steve Jones can give you additional 
information at (203) 623-3349. 

 
 September 9 & 10:  The NIA 
Western Regional goes to Visalia, Calf. 
for the first time.  Come and join us for 
good glass and good times.  Questions 
can be directed to Dwayne Anthony at 
(909) 888-6417.  
 
 September 30:  The Enchantment 
Insulator Club is sponsoring their 8th 
Annual Insulator and Collectibles Show.  
This fall production is always a grand 
gathering of some friendly folk and some 
great glass.  Call Tom Katonak (505) 898-
5592 or Mike Gay (505) 899-8755 for 
more information. 
 
I hope that all of you support as many of 
our shows as possible. 
 
Keep looking ! 
 
Grant Salzman 
Western Region Vice President 
 



 

 problem has developed involving 
a long-time collector in the 
Southeast which has become so 

widespread that the NIA has decided to 
briefly discuss the facts of the case with 
hopes that other members can avoid 
being involved in a similar situation and 
that additional complainants, if any, can 
be identified.  Fortunately, mediation by 
the NIA Ethics Chairman on behalf of the 
complainants has resulted in initial action 
by the collector to settle claims against 
him.  Perhaps, too, you will be able to 
learn a valuable lesson from this situation.  
Efforts are still underway to resolve the 
matter, and it appears that everyone will 
get his money refunded. 
 
The problem involves five collectors who 
received telephone calls from the same 
individual over a several month period.  
He offered medium to high value glass 
insulators at prices significantly below 
market value.  Each of the buyers trusted 
the person's long-time standing in the 
hobby and agreed to send him a check 
for the total amount.  No insulators were 
ever received.  Repeated calls and letters 
went unanswered (the seller worked 
nights), so the buyers naturally thought 
the worst.  When I became involved, I 
also tried many different times to call the 
individual but was not successful in 
reaching him.  I finally located a relative, 
and the individual returned my call.  He 
claimed that all five packages were lost 
by UPS, was very apologetic for the 
situation, and stated he would begin 
refunding each person's money.  One 
person recently received nearly all of his 
money, and two other people just 
received partial refunds.  There is some 

progress to date on refunds, but still a 
very large sum remains outstanding.   
 
Preventing this type of problem is very 
difficult.  You expect the other person to 
treat deals with openness and honesty, 
and to be easily contacted in case the 
insulators do not arrive when expected or 
if there is a 
q u e s t i o n  o r 
problem with what 
you have ordered.  
T h i s  m a t t e r 
h igh l igh ts  the 
necessity of the 
buyer to either send a note or call the 
seller to let him know that the package 
has arrived.  If notice is not given, the 
seller should not wait too long before 
checking to see that the package has 
been received.  Hold on to the shipping 
receipt until the deal has been completed 
to the satisfaction of all involved.  The 
seller and buyer are each responsible for 
maintaining communications.  If one party 
knows that it will be difficult to reach him, 
tell the other person and make special 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  m a i n t a i n 
communications until the trade has been 
completed to everyone's satisfaction. 
 
Lost packages are very rare.  UPS has an 
excellent package tracking system which 
is offered free in many areas of the 
country while other areas still charge a 
small fee.  This is the best way to 
determine where the package is at a 
specific time and when it was delivered.   
 
The potential for fraud exists in any 
transaction and is difficult to prevent.  

(Continued on page 8) 

The THREE C's of a TRADE 
by 

.Elton Gish, NIA Ethics Chairman 

      

...COURTESY, 

 

          CONSIDERATION 

 

 and  COMMUNICATION 

 



 

Fortunately in our hobby, such incidents 
rarely occur.  Each person takes a chance 
in a trade.  One suggestion for prevention 
would be to ask for a photograph of the 
insulator to ensure that it exists and to 
help satisfy your questions on color, style, 
condition, or damage.  If you do not know 
the seller, or feel uncomfortable with him, 
call a few friends to see if they are familiar 
with him and have been treated fairly.  
 
 A novel suggestion was offered recently 
to prevent a potential problem when the 
seller or buyer are not well known to each 
other and the transaction concerns a 
large value.  Pick a mutual third party for 
each person to send the insulator and 

money to (with permission of the third 
party).  After the third party inspects both 
items, he then mails each item to the 
intended person.  That way both parties 
will feel safe in the trade. 
 
If you have had a similar experience to 
the one described above, or have had 
other ethics related problems, please 
contact Elton Gish, P.O. Box 1317, Buna, 
TX 77612, or call 409-994-5662 evenings. 
 
Please handle your trades with 
COURTESY, CONSIDERATION, and 
COMMUNICATION. 
 

 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

FROM THE NOMINATIONS CHAIRMAN 
 
ick Bowman is stepping down from his post as Eastern Regional Vice President.  
Dick should be highly commended for all of the great things that he 
accomplished for the Eastern Region.   
 

At this time, only one person has thrown his hat into the ring to fill Dick's shoes.  That 
person is Bill Meier.  Bill is married to Jill Meier, the present National Insulator 
Association Product Marketing Chairperson, and both have done a lot for the hobby, 
especially in the area of Hemingray research and displays.  Bill has already 
demonstrated his devotion to the hobby and his willingness and ability to give it his 
time and full effort.  His "resume" is printed below.  
 
Although it is not a requirement, an introduction written by the candidate gives each 
person running for office an equal opportunity to present their qualifications for the job 
and "keeps things honest" when there are several candidates.  If you would like to also 
run for this position, you must notify me immediately (at 234 North Fifth Street, Port 
Hueneme, California 93041 or (805) 488-7445). 
 
Ron Norton  
Nominations Chairman 
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ello, my name is Bill Meier and I am 
a candidate for the position of 
Eastern Regional Vice President.  

Many of you probably know me, and 
those that don't probably have seen my 
name mentioned in Crown Jewels, either 
associated with a Hemingray display 
described in a show report or mentioned 
in “Mac's Believe it or Not” column. Or, 
turn to the back pages, and you will see 
I'm a co-host for the 1995 National Show.  
 
I started collecting insulators as a 
teenager in 1969, and remember the days 
when I bought Stuart's and Tibbitts' books 
locally. Unfortunately, I just missed the 
startup of the hobby:  the shows, clubs, 
magazine, etc. However, my interest was 
rapidly rekindled 20 years later in 1989 
after returning to my hometown and 
visiting a local collector. He showed me 
an unbelievable collection of insulators; 
but more importantly, he gave me 
information about Crown Jewels of the 
Wire and the NIA. There was no turning 
back now! Six years later, I consider my 
collection of Hemingrays to be one of the 
largest and most complete in the country. 
 
One of the NIA's most important jobs is to 
promote education and research. I have 
dedicated hundreds of hours of my time, 
and have made contributions to every 
book published in this decade, from John 
and Carol's reference book, to Marilyn's 
foreign insulator book, to Elton's history of 
Fred Locke, and finally, major 
contributions to John's new 1995 Price 
Guide. I have created award-winning 
Hemingray displays at numerous shows 
at the local, regional and national level, 
combining "nice insulators" with a wealth 
of educational information to create an 

informative and eye-catching display for 
both the novice and advanced collector to 
enjoy. 
 
My wife Jill is no "Insulator Widow"; she is 
the Product Marketing Chairman for the 
NIA and brings you those great mugs and 
tee-shirts!  Both of us attend over a half 
dozen shows a year:  the National, the 
Eastern Regional, London, OH, and 
several local shows. 
 
We are quite involved at the local level as 
well. I am Treasurer of the Yankee Pole 
Cat Insulator Club, and my wife is 
Membership Chairman. When we hear of 
new collectors, we invite them to come 
over and visit us and our collection. We 
encourage them to join the NIA and a 
local club, get in touch with the people 
and publications in the hobby, and 
support local shows!  I believe this effort 
is critical to the health and success of the 
hobby. 
 
An area of change I 
would work towards is 
the greater use of 
computers in the hobby. 
Would you believe the 
stamp hobby has a large 
special interest group in 
this area, and they have a CD ROM 
with a stamp database and pictures? I 
believe this could be possible for the 
insulator hobby as well, towards the end 
of the decade. But, right now, I would like 
to see the NIA keep more documents on-
line. Standard documents such as the 
NIA renewal form, NIA show rules and 
template show contracts would be 
available either "camera ready" or on 

(Continued on page 10) 

 
RESUME FOR EASTERN REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 

 

   ...GREATER USE OF  

 

   COMPUTERS IN  

 

   THE HOBBY. 

 



 

diskettes. A database of all interested 
dealers could be kept on-line. Imagine 
you are hosting a show; you could be 
provided with a template show contract 
and a list with mailing labels of all dealers 
within a 100 mile radius of your show 
location. Participating dealers would 
determine the criteria for inclusion: show 
size, distance, show class (local, regional, 
national). I have the computer skills and 
desire to make this a reality, and with 
approval of the NIA board, this could 

happen! 
 
 Dick Bowman was one of the first people 
I met in the hobby, and I feel he is a 
wonderful person that has helped the 
hobby out in a number of ways at the 
local, regional, and national level. I would 
be honored to be elected Eastern 
Regional Vice President when Dick's term 
expires this July. I hope you support me! 
Thanks. 
 
Bill Meier 

(Continued from page 9) 

he project on fake, altered and 
r e p r o d u c e d  i n s u l a t o r s  i s 
successfully continuing. Results 

from the current NIA project involving 
documentation of fake, altered, and 
reproduced insulators are gradually 
coming in. This has become quite an 
involved project and one that is requiring 
considerably more time and commitment 
than first anticipated. When completed, 
though, documentation by this "proof is in 
the pudding" approach will disclose the 
authenticity of many controversial 
insulator colors; specifically those 
suspected of alterations by the 
introduction of extreme heat, or radiation 
bombardment.  
 
With a quick flight to Northern California, 
the invaluable assistance of Fred Padgett, 
and a great staff at Cal State Davis, I was 
finally awarded the golden opportunity to 
fulfill my anxious anticipation--to expose a 
selected grouping of insulators to a cobalt 

60 radiation source! These insulators 
were first sawed in half vertically with a 
diamond lapidary saw. During the 
irradiation procedure, only one half of 
each insulator was subjected to the cobalt 
60 source. This was done for two 
purposes: first and foremost, to prevent 
any future possibility of these irradiated 
samples getting into the 
wrong hands and passed on 
as authentic; secondly, to 
assemble an educational 
exhibit for display at local, 
regional, and national level 
shows representing before 
and after examples. A few completed 
samples debuted (with rave reviews I 
might add) at the Auburn, CA Show this 
past December. 
 
Fred and I are attempting to gain 
permission to run a second batch through 
this same source in the near future. Much 

(Continued on page 11) 
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was learned from the results of the first 
batch, but a few lingering questions 
require further testing. Other interesting 
experiments are in progress and the 
results are forthcoming. In addition, I'm 
also researching the CD 102 VTS 
Industrial ponies (fakes) and obtaining 
some very interesting information on their 
true origin. Rumors that these were 
manufactured for actual industrial use are 
erroneous. Details are forthcoming. 
 
Rest assured, the NIA will eventually have 
vital information available in the fake, 
altered, and reproduction arena. Be 
aware that much time is required to 
provide you with complete and accurate 
facts, so please bear with us while 
awaiting the results. I assure you, it will be 
worth the wait! 
 
In my last report I stated that glass does 
not retain radiation. This statement was   
in direct reference to cobalt 60 radiation 
only. There are certain sources of 
radiation that can impart radioactivity to 
glass as well as other materials. If you're 
not sure what source was used on a 
suspected irradiated insulator, you may 
want to stay clear of it! (Many thanks to 
Rick Baldwin for pointing out the need for 
this clarification.) 
 

As always, I encourage and request input 
from YOU, the membership. I would 
especially like to hear from those of you 
who may have documentation, or at least 
some form of solid information on any 
previously altered or reproduced 
insulators. Many thanks to those who 
have contacted me thus far with helpful 
information. 
 
I'm looking forward to seeing and talking 
with all of you at the national and regional 
shows this year. I hope you've made your 
plans to attend one, if not all, of these 
great shows. Of course, don't forget to 
support your local shows, too. This is an 
extraordinary hobby, and I see a 
tremendous increase in new interest here 
in the Western Region. I'm sure this is 
also the case throughout the country. If 
you're a seasoned collector and currently 
in an idle mode with the hobby, get out to 
the shows, there are plenty of new 
collectors that would enjoy meeting you 
and reaping from your knowledge and 
experience with of hobby. The worst that 
could happen is you very well could 
establish new friendships! See you all 
soon! 
 
Dwayne Anthony, NIA #3619 
First Past President 
 
 

(Continued from page 10) 



 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
 
ell we are off to another year. Each 
year that goes by I think that, well 
there can‟t be any more new finds 
out there; but each year I am proven 

wrong. Just as there are new finds there 
are also new members. Over the past few 
years the new memberships to the 
Association have been on 
the increase. Many of the 
people that have been 
joining the ranks have been 
collecting insulators for 
years but never realized 
there was an Association for 
collectors or that there were 
books and magazines on 
the subject.  
 
Toward the end of last year, Anita Gold, a 
syndicated antiques columnist, published 
a short article on the hobby and the 
Association. I received  literally hundreds 
of letters requesting information on how to 
join. Since then many of these “closet 
collectors”, as I call them , are members. I 
wonder how many more collectors there 
are out there that are still unaware of the 
NIA or even other collectors in their own 
town.  Moreover, I wonder how many new 
finds are sitting on shelves of collectors 
unaware of their value due to lack of 
knowledge of the hobby! 

 
To give you some stats on this year so 
far, there have been 142 new members 
and 978 total paid members.  
 
If you have not noticed, at the bottom left 
corner of your membership card are your 
years of service. I added this a few years 
ago to let everyone know where they 

stand without having to 
call or write to find out 
their years of service. If 
you are eligible for a 10, 
15 or 20 year bar and 
have not received one, 
please let me know and 
I‟ll be glad to send it. 
 

On one of the back pages of this issue 
there is a NIA Renewal form. If you are 
reading this issue, you have already paid 
for 1995. Use this form to pass it along to 
a prospective member or if there are any 
changes to be made pertaining to your 
membership, i.e. address, phone number 
or name changes. 
 
Good Collecting 
 
Joe J. Beres 
Membership Director 
 

  

  USE THE ATTACHED 

 

  RENEWAL FORM TO 

 

  SIGN UP A FRIEND! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     PLACEHOLDER FOR FINACIAL REPORT 



 

f all the trades I've had the pleasure 
of being part of, this trade has been 
the most special.  It was as though 

it was just supposed to be. But in order to 
explain, I have to give you a little history 
about the famous Graf Zeppelin airmail 
stamps.    
 
My father was quite the stamp collector. 
About the same time I became aware of 
insulators, my dad  made me aware of the 
Graf Zeppelins. They were issued for mail 
on the first Europe - Pan American round-
trip flight of the Graf Zeppelin in May 
1930. Dad once had the chance to  obtain 
these truly desirable stamps at a price that 
only happens once in a lifetime.  
Unfortunately, he was a young father then  
- with four boys to worry  about -  and 
decided to wait until he might better afford 
them. As stories frequently go, he never 
was able to find them later at a price he 
could afford. Whenever my dad was trying 
to convince us to do something really 
important while the opportunity was there, 
this story  always found its way into the 
conversation. 
 
It was about nine years ago that I learned 
that my father had cancer and didn't have 
long to live. I had just received my first 
profit sharing check. With this money I 
was lucky enough to procure a set of 
these truly special stamps as a present 
from his four sons. I can still remember 
the expression on my father‟s face as he 
opened them that Christmas morning. It 
was the only time I ever saw my father 
cry.  
 

Well, the stamps sat in my safe deposit 
box for almost eight years before I 
decided that something had to be done; 
those stamps were meant to make 
someone happy. During our Great Signal 
Tour last year, I realized the perfect 
solution might just be possible if I found a 
dedicated signal collector interested in 
trading some serious signals for some 
serious stamps. One more factor was 
perhaps the most important:  This had to 
be a real collector who would truly enjoy 
these stamps as I know my father did. 
 
I added the stamps to our Rainbow Riders 
ad and also to our Wish Brochure, and 
just after the Houston National, we got a 
call from Tom Katonak in New Mexico. 
Not only does Tom collect signals, he also 
collects early U.S. stamps. The best part? 
He has never been able to come across 
the Graf Zeppelins. It was almost too 
good to be true. We had found a  
candidate for our very special trade. After 
a couple of phone conversations, the 
signals arrived. From our first review we 
knew there was easily a worthy 
combination.  Immediately we sent the 
Zeps out to Tom so he could see what we 
had to offer. 
 
I know my dad would be very proud. Not 
only did I manage to get those stamps out 
of the dark and into the light where they 
could be enjoyed, but I also know that I 
made at least four people extremely 
happy. Tom's happy with his set of the 
Graf Zeppelins. Ginny and I are overjoyed 
to add new colors, new shades, and new 

(Continued on page 15) 

 

 

THE GREAT INSULATORS FOR STAMPS TRADE 
    

by Al Way 



 

embossing/color. That really helps our 
display for the „95 National! Oh yes, there 
will be one more person smiling about this 
Great Trade. I'm really looking forward to 
telling my dad all about this one!! 

 
PS. If you're in Marlborough, Mass. at the 
26th Annual NIA National Show make 
sure you stop by our table to say „Hi‟ and 
remember to look for our display. You 
won't have any problem spotting it; it‟ll be 

(Continued from page 14) 

NIA PRODUCTS 
 
hanks to all of you who made our 
NIA products part of your holiday 
spirit! As many of you know, the 
Product Marketing "department" 

is here to promote the NIA and insulator 
collecting.  It is not meant to be a source 
of income, or I'd probably be out on the 
street!  On the flip side, we don't want to 
lose money either.  In order to cover 
expenses, our selling prices for T-shirts 
and mugs must reflect our costs for those 
items, and costs have gone up. You will 
see the new prices on the enclosed order 
form, and they are effective immediately. 
 

It is easier than ever to buy NIA products 
at a show near you, thanks to our hard-
working volunteers. Save yourself the 
shipping cost and give our "agents" a 
sense of accomplishment at the same 
time.  And if you attend a lot of shows but 
don't see our NIA items, let me know and 
we can try to set someone up in that area. 
The more we get our NIA logo out there, 
the more we promote the hobby! 
 
Happy collecting,  
 
Jill Meier 
Product Marketing Chairperson 
 
 

 

 

...DRIP NOTES 
 
 -  Don‟t forget:   NIA-sponsered insulator insurance is available for your 

collection. (see the ad near the end of this issue). 
 
 -  If you are a volunteer, or know someone who would make a good 
officer or board member for the NIA, please give Ron Norton a call. 
 
 -  Don‟t miss the National and Regional shows this year:  The displays 
promise to be some of the best we‟ve ever had.. 
 
 -  Call Jill Meier, Product Marketing Chairperson, for information on NIA 
products. (Revised form in the back of this issue) 
 
 -  MOVING??  Please send your new address to Joe Beres.  Amazingly, 
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1994-1995 NATIONAL INSULATOR ASSOCIATION 
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STEVE BOBB, NIA #827, PRESIDENT 
610 NORTHAMPTON ROAD, NORRISTOWN, PA  19401 
(215) 539-6533 

 
CLAUDE WAMBOLD, NIA #1717, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
1837 PERKIOMENVILLE ROAD, PERKIOMENVILLE, PA  18074 
(215) 234-8413 
 
GRANT SALZMAN, NIA #1785, WESTERN REGION VP 
427 SAFFLOWER PLACE, WEST SACRAMENTO, CA  95691 
(916) 372-7272 

 
RICK BALDWIN, NIA #336, CENTRAL REGION VP 
1931 THORPE CIRCLE, BRUNSWICK, OH  44212 
(216) 225-3576 
 
DICK BOWMAN, NIA #597, EASTERN REGION VP 
1253 LA BARON CIRCLE, WEBSTER, NY  14580 
(716) 872-4015 

 
MIKE GUTHRIE, NIA #3297, ACTING TREASURER 
1209 W. MENLO, FRESNO, CA  93711-1477 
(209) 435-6127 

 
TOM KATONAK, NIA #3567, INFORMATION DIRECTOR 
1024 CAMINO de LUCIA, CORRALES, NM  87048 
(505) 898-5592 

 
JOE BERES, NIA #563, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
1315 OLD MILL PATH, BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, OH  44147 
(216) 526-3478 

 
DWAYNE ANTHONY, NIA #3619,  FIRST PAST PRESIDENT 
1066 SCENIC DR., SAN BERNARDINO, CA  92408 
(909) 888-6417 

 
ERIC HALPIN, NIA #2768, SECOND PAST PRESIDENT 
312 MELROSE AVE., TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA M5M 1Z4 
(416) 783-2192 
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JILL MEIER, NIA #4323, PRODUCT MARKETING 
103 CANTERBURY COURT, CARLISLE, MA  01741-1860 
(508) 369-0208 

 
GINNY WAY, NIA #5183, SHOW STANDARDS 
68 COOPER DRIVE, WATERBURY, CT 06704-1618 
(203) 575-9964 

 
RON NORTON, NIA #5150, NOMINATIONS 
234 N. 5TH STREET, PORT HUENEME, CA  93041-3004 
(805) 488-7445 

 
ELTON GISH, NIA #41, ETHICS 
PO BOX 1317, BUNA, TX  77612 
(409) 994-5662 

 
CHRISTOPHER HEDGES, NIA #15, HISTORIAN 
4525 SUMMIT, PO BOX 10368, KANSAS CITY, MO  64111 
(816) 753-1297 

 
JOHN McDOUGALD, NIA #689, BY-LAWS 
5N941 RAVINE DR., ST. CHARLES, IL  60175 
(708) 513-1544 

 
KEVIN LAWLESS, NIA #1679, PROMOTION & EDUCATION 
41 CRESTWOOD DR., SCHENECTADY, NY  12306 
(518) 355-5688 

 
 


